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DEDICATION. 

refuse to acknowledge even the claims and ties 
of nature in a case where they came in competi- 
tition with fidelity in the Lord's service. 

The mind engrossed by those transcendant reali- 
ties which the Word of God reveals to the meek, 
cannot be other than humble ; applause and popu- 
larity are disclaimed by that man " whose praise 
is not of men but of God," — and the children of 
God can only honour in you that which honours 
God — His moral image. 

It is in having daily recourse to the armoury 
from which the prophets and apostles were su|)- 
plied, together with watchfulness against the wiles 
of the tempter, — and prayer to be delivered from 
them, that you shall stand fast in the estate of son- 
ship and allegiance to which you are called. 

Thus only shall you " overcome" the insidious 
proffers, and the secret and open attacks of the 
adversary of your King and Kingdom. 

That you may more and more glorify His Name, 
who hath called you out of darkness unto Hi» 
marvellous light, seeking as your supreme happi- 
ness to do His will with an eye single to His 
glory — and that after " turning many to righteous- 
ness" here, you may hereafter shine as a star iu 
that Kingdom wherein dwelleth Righteousness, is 
the earnest prayer of your affectionate father in 
Christ and I your servant for Christ's sake, 

B. A. S. 




The disclosure of future events, combined with a prac- 
tical bearing on the circumstances and condition of the per- 
sons to whom they were addressed characterize the para- 
bles of our Lord. His all-pervading Wisdom and Know- 
ledge, wrapt up in the imagery which analogy supplied, 
the deep counsels of God, while the future pointing and 
application of the advice wliich lie gave to his last disciples 
(who should live and testify in these times), is wound up in 
the practical improvement of these prop/ietic discourses to 
his immediate hearers. The whole of His teaching on the 
Mount, comprehending from the 5th to the 8th chapter of 
Matthew's Gospel, is an illustration of this remark . From 
the 13th verse to the end of the 7th chapter, is peculiarly 
striking; but this is better to be understood in its con- 
nection with the piece of harmony of which it forms the 
conclusion. 

Our Lord begins his discourse by showing what sort of 
characters shall enter the Kingdom to come, where His 
Father's will shall be done on Earth as in Heaven ; he 
shews that not the self-sufficient, but the docile and 
teachable shall enter therein ; not they that rejoice at the 
absence of the good shepherd, but those who lament and 
mourn in consequence of that absence shall be comforted at 
His appearing. That it is not the fierce leaders of reli- 
gious factions, but the meek who shall inherit the earth ; 
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not those who hunger and thirst after classical or scicntilie; 
knowledge, or fame, or patronage, or gain, but afti 
Righteousness, that shall be filled with good things, whi 
these shall be sent empty away. 

That it is not tlie persecuting zealot, but the merciful 
shall obtain mercy ; not the men of strife, but the peai 
makers who shall be called children of God ; not the per- 
secuted for the defence of opinion, or of gifts, but for High- 
teousness' sake, who shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The synchronical expression of " inherit tlie Earth" 
" Kingdom of Heaven," is explained in the Cth chapter 
10th verse, where the Will of the Father being done 
Earth as it is in Heaven, coustitutes the renewed Earl 
the heavenly residence of His glory ; and at this c( 
summation the Seraphim were by the Prophet heard tO 
exclaim, shrouding their faces with their wings, their thi 
holy praise to Jehovah, because then the whole earth is 
filled with His glory. Our Lord enjoins His discipleaj 
by doing those goo<{ thinga which the Pharisees oij] 
taught, to enter in at the straight gate which leadeth to Lil 
This is finely expressed in the Revelations. " Blessed 
they that do His commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of Life," Sic. Or as our Lord said to the' 
young man, " If thou wilt enter into life, keep the cooh 
mandments," one of which was, that he should hear that 
Prophet who spake the Words of God, and leaving all, 
follow Him as the evidence of faith in His mission. He ad- 
monished practically, and especially prospectively, to beware 
of false prophets, who assume the exterior semblance 
sanctity, while their hearU are full of selfish feeling. He 
lects thorns and thistles, the production of the groui 
which yielded them, as tlie emblem of transgression, ai 
', and asks, if it would be reasonable to expect 
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or grapes, tlie fruits of a cultivated soil, from these relics 
of the fall. 

The inference is, they who have the Law of God written 
in their heart, under the covenant of grace, will bring forth 
the fruits of the Spirit ; while those who graft faith in 
Christ on a liberty to think and act of their own will, bring 
forth evil fruit. Their religion is will-worship, a zeal 
" to do those things which they ought not to have done, 
and to leave undone those things which they ought to have 
done." Very awfid is the illustration of this from our 
Lord's own mouth, " Many will say unto me in that day. 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied (or taught) in thy 
name ? and in thy name cast out devils ? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works.' and then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you ; depart from me, ye that work , 
iniquity. Therefore whosoever heareth tliese sayings of 
mine and doeik them, I will liken unto a wise man, who 
built his House upon a Rock ; and the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and tlie winds blew and beat upon that 
House, and it fell not, for it was foimded upon a Rock : and 
every man that heareth these sayings of mine and docth 
them Tiot, I mil liken him unto a foolish man, who built 
his House upon the sand ; and the rain descended, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that House, 
and it fell, and great was the fall of it." 

Here our Supreme Teacher instructs us as a prophet ; 
for as he had his eye on the desolation of Jerusalem and 
her Sanctuary, when he shed prophetic tears over its fall, 
so now he intimates the elemental and political strife which 
shall conspire with the internal corruption of her state and 
character ti.> effect the irremediable subversion of this Roman 
empire, which he foresaw would exaltitselfon a nominal and 
theoretical profession of faith in Him. A house on the sand 
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serves a temporary purpose ; it is only in being tried bjl 
conflicting outward and inward causes that the treacherous 
nature of its foundation is discovered. Those who say 
Lord, Lord, in honour of the atonement or mediation of 
Christ, without doing the will of His Father, arc by our 
Lord here associated with folly ; while they who do the 
will of the Father, being constrained thereto by a grateful 
sense of His atonement and mediation, arc by Him 
accounted wise. In like manner the Loru spake by 
Daniel, "They that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness, 
as the stars for ever and ever." 

Let us enquire what almighty power was wielded by the 
man, Christ Jesus, during His sojourn amid trial and 
temptation. He wielded the sword of the Spirit which 
is the Word of God. It was the Light of the Law and 
the testimony by which he detected and rebuked Satan. 
" The Law of God was in his heart, none of his steps ^^ 
could slide." His human body wanted bread to sustain ^H 
it, but He feit at that moment of urgent need, the greats ^^ 
call which should be first attended fo, in sustaining the inner 
man with the \Vords of God. Thus it was that angels 
came and ministered to nature's wants: well, therefor^ 
could our Examplar say, "Seek ye first the kingdom of^^l 
heaven, and the righteousness thereof, all other thiDgt,^^| 
shall be added unto you." 

" It is written," was in his hand the fiery sword 
which turned every way, to re-open the way to the 
Tree of Life. We are called to " prove all things, 
and hold fast that which is good." It is by the un- 
erring standard of the Law and the testimony, that « 
to prove and try what is good or evil ; the good being t 
milated with and the evil oppose! to it. " If they speak I 
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t according to this Word it is because there is no light 
in them." We are apprised that many false teachers and 
seducing spirits are gone out into Christendom : they went 
out from the apostles, and from the faith delivered to them, 
because they were not of them. 1 1 is only they that measure 
and compare by this unerring rule wlio can judge of all 
things, and yet be judged of none. 

If we know the revealed mind and will of God, we shall 
he free from all desire to transgress, from all danger of 
being tempted to transgress, from all human domination, 
and from all the power of the invisible enemy : — his sem- 
blances shall not deceive, his opposition shall not terrify. 
We shall be " free indeed,'' restored by the Son to the high 
estate of sonship. Our choice shall be to obey because we 
love our Father. We are no longer in bondage to the law 
of the flesh and mind, which are at enmity with the Light 
of God's perfect law, and which work death, temporal and 
eternal; but we are renewed in spirit, so that like our 
Master and as his disciples, we desire that " the righteous- 
ness of 'the law may be fulfilled in us who walk not after the 
flesh but after the spirit, " 



The power of the written Word to instruct, govern, 
guide, befriend, and secure from evil, is put forth by 
a ^■ariety of similitudes, although created things are too 
meagre to supply any adequate analogy. A^'hen they 
say unto you, " Seek unto them that have familiar 
spirits, and unto diviners that peep and mutter," should 
not a people seek unto their God ? for the Living to the 
dead ; to the Law and the testimony, if they speak not ac- 
cording to this Word, it is because " there is no light in 
them." Here is an identification of God -■>n<l hi^ rcvealH 
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mind ; the Life to be in us, and the Light to walk liy. Our 
blessed Redeemer was the Life and Light in huinati fleah 
to serve tlie purpose of bearing the curse of death wliich | 
in human nature was incurred, that God's Name might be ' 
gloriBed, and that man and the earth, cursed for his evil 
deed, should he redeemed and restored to their very good . 
estate ; — the former to the i mage of God, the latter as Hi» 
renewed dominion. The written Word is to serve the 
purpose of regenerating, even as the Word in flesh served 
for the redemption of mankind. One and the same Spirit I 
of life and light being in both. 



" Thy Word is a Light unto my feet, and a lamp to mj J 
path I " 

TSUTH. 

" Sanctify them through thy Truth, thy word is truth ! 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

'* Hearken unto me ye that know RicnTEorsNESs, the 
people in whose heart is my law." " Tlie Lorh is nen 
pleased for his righteousness sake, He will magnify the 
Law and make it honourable." " My righteousness shall 
never be abolished. Think not I am come to abolisli the 
Law and the prophets. I am not come to abolish but to 
glorify ; for in truth I say unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or tittle shall in nowise pass from the 
Law till all be fidfiiled." The apostle Peter testificB that 
by this Word, which shall survive these heavens and earth 
(which are unrighteous), they are reserved unto fire, even 
the fire of its judgment ; when a new heaven and earth, 
which are governed by its power of Light and Life, 
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wliidi are tlierefore Rigliteoua, shall replace the present 
things, even as they repiaced ike world before the flood, 

FIRE. 

" Is not my Word a Fire, saith the Lord," Again, " Be- 
hold the day Cometh that shall burn as an dven, and all the 
self-willed, yea, all that dci wickedly, sliall be stubble, and 
the day that cometh shall bum them up." 

BIVliR, 

" He shall be like a tree planted by a River of water, 
tliat bringeth forth his fruit in season, bis leaf also shall 
not wither, and whatsoever he doth shall prosper : the un- 
godly are not so, but are like the chaft' which the wind 
driveth away, tlierefore the ungodly shall not stand in the 
jutlgmeiit, nor transgressors in the congregation of the 
righteous." 

WISUOM. 

" When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and know- 
ledge is pleasant to thy soul, discretion shall keep thee, 
understanding shall preserve thee, to deliver thee from the 
way of evil ; to deliver thee from the stranger which 
^flatiereik with her ivords, viho formketh the guide of her 
youth, and forgeitelh the covenant oi her God. For her 
house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the dead. 
None that go unto her return again, neither take tliey hold 
of tlie paths of life. For the ujjright shall dwell in the 
land, and the perfect shall remain in it ; but the wicked 
shall be cut off from tlie earth, and the transgressors sliall 
be rooted out of it." 
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Slic is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon liei 
happy is every one that retaineth her." " Quicken m 
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according to thy word. Salvation is far from the wicked,] 
for thoy keep not thy statutes." 



The breath of Life was breathed into man originally whai 
he was very good. But by the seduction of Satan (who 
promised a higher felicity to man than that of sonship, 
and a higher power for the discernment of good and evil 
than was afforded by the light of God's law, which de^ 
clared what was good and eiil), man fell from his estate 
of sonship, and stripped of the obedience which constituted 
him a son, blessed and liappy, he was found of his judge, 
an exposed, reproved and condemned transgressor. " With 
the Breath of His mouth idso shall he slay the wicked," for 
as the Word was given to enlighten and regenerate, its fire 
in judgment becomes the re-action of its rejection. David 

I gives an awful picture of the indignation of the Uedeemer, 
sfa 
a. 



Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword o 
Spikit, which is the Wokd of God," " Kepent, orelsel 
I will come unto thee quickly, and fight against thee widll 
the swoED OF MY MOL'TH." " Out of His mouth goeth ■ 
sharp Sword, that with it he should smite the nations ; anfV 
He shall rule them with a rod of iron." *' Thou sbalt 
lubdue them with a rod of iron, and sbalt dash them in 
pieces as a potter's vessel." 



' O how I love thy Law, it is my meditation all 
day ! I have refrained my feet from every evil ■ 
that I might keep thy Word. Blessed are the unclefilec 
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1 the way, who walk in the Law of the Lord. Thy 
iTVord I have hid in my heart, that I transgress not against 
P'fliee." "Thou hast rebuked the proud, who are ac- 
cursed, which do err from thy commandments." " Remove 
from me the way of lying, but grant me thy Law graci- 
ously." 



'' The Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not His 

Kiaints : they are preserved for ever, but the seed of the 

icked shall be cut off. The righteous shall inherit the 

.and, and dwell in it for ever. The mouth of the 

■ighteous speaketh wisdom, and his tongue talketh of 

[udgment. The law of his God is in his heart, none of 

s steps shall slide," 



" Awake, awake, O Arm of the Lord, put on strength ; 
awake as in the generation of old, as in tlie ancient times. 
Art thou not that which dried up the great deep and made 
t way for the ransomed to pasa over; therefore the re- 
amed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing 
'' imto Zion." 

Let this piece of glorious harmony be diligently studied. 
It is necessary to remove the fallacies whicli eighteen cen- 
turies of will-worship have accumulated on ihiji way of 
the Lord. It is equally necessary to revert to principles, 
for they only who are establislied on Truth shall be able 
to weather the storm about to try men's works, of what 
sort they are, and on what foundation established. The 
Apostle enjoins the holding fast of the faithful Word, as 
e had been taught, that by its sound doctrine we might 
« able to exhort and convince the gainsaycrs. He says, " Of 
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his own will liu begat us by the Word of Truth, that we 
ebould be a kind of first-fruits, of His creatures.'" We are 
enjoined to lay aside all self-devised wandering of intellect* 
and " receive with meekness the engrafted Word, which is 
ah\^ to save your souls :" " but be ye doers of the Word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving your ownselves." 

It is only through the agency of the Spirit that we can 
comprehend the value of the Law and the testimony, or to 
be purified so as to obey the Truth ; being " boni again, 
not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible, by the Word 
of God which livcth and abidcth for ever." It is those 
who are not taught by the Spirit of Truth, and who are 
unstable in not abiding by its decision, who wrest the 
Scriptures to self-destruction. Paul speaks of the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knovledge of Him, and the 
enlightening of the eyes of the understanding, as effects 
proceeding from the study of the Word. He declares that 
they are not of the many teachers who corrupt the Word 
of God : " not walking in craftiness, nor handling the 
Word of God deceitfully." He enjoins those who arc 
taught by the Word to communicate to those who are 
teachers in all good things. The beloved apostle, who 
penned his Epistle after having in vision seen the ultimate 
events that would try the faith and principles of those who 
should live in the time immediately preceding the coining 
of the Messiah, speaks with indignant eamestness of the 
erroneous sentiment which shall prevail, that grace has 
lowered the requirements of God, and that our obedience to 
his Law is supersedetl by the obedience of Christ, &c. 
'* He that saith he knuwelh Him and keepeth not His com- 
mandments is a liar, and the truth (that is the light of the 
law and the testimony) is not in biin : but whoso kcepcth 
His word, in him truly is the love of God |)crfccted : 
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hereby know we tliat we are in Him. He that saith he 
abidctli in Christ ought so to walk even as He also 
walked." " If ye know that He is righteousness, ye know 
also that every one that doeth righteousness is born of 
Hioi. Whoso ahideth in Him trausgresseth not. Who- 
soever tranagresseth (under grace) hath not perceived, nei- 
ther known Him, Little children, let no man deceive you ; 
he that committeth transgression is of tlie devil. For the 
devil was a transgressor from the beginning. For this 
purpose was the Son of God manifested that he might 
destroy the works of the devil. Whoso is bom of God 
doth not commit transgression ; for His seed (the Word) 
remaineth in him. In Ihia the children of God are mani- 
fested, and the children of the devil." 

The testimony of another apostle is, " Unto them 
lat are contentious, and do 7wi obey the Truth, but 
;y unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of 
the Jew first, and also of the Gentile ; for as many as have 
transgressed without law, shall perish without law ; and 
as many as have transgressed in the law, shall be judged 
by the law: for not the hearers of the law are just before 
God, but the doers of the law shall be justified." And to 
this effect spake our Lord to His disciples concerning those 
who ministered the Law from Moses' seat. " Be ye not like 
unto them, for they say and do not;" "for except your 
righteousness exceed that of the scribes and pharisees, ye 
shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of God." Our 
Lord came to bear witness to the Truth which tliey had 
made void. " Let ua then be strong in tJio I,ohI>, and In 
the power of His might ; put on the whole armour of God 
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil, for wc wrestle not against ficsh and blood, but against 
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principalities, against the rulers of this world's darkness, 
against wicked spirits in high places ; wherefore take unto 
you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all to stand." 

Paul speaks in the spirit of prophesy of the " perilous 
times when men shall turn away from sound truth," and 
condemn and persecute those who contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints. The disciple of Christ 
ju contending against the Spirit of Antichrist in the Ro- 
man empire (and ultimately against personal Antichrist 
in the Asiatic platform where he sliall be overcome and 
destroyed), must have his loins girt about with Truth, and 
his breast shielded with the breast-plate of righteousness j 
He must wield the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word ; 
and take the helmet of salvation, having his feet shod with 
the Gospel of peace." 



The Claims of our Lord and Saviour were to be tried by 

the WHITTEN WOHD. 

The LoRn introduces the promise of Christ as a prophet 
or teacher sent forth from God to Israel in this manner : 
" Thou shall be perfect with the Loan thy God ; for those 
nations which ihou'ahalt supplant, hearkened unto obser\ers 
of times, and to dreamers ; but as for thee, the Lord thy 
God hath not permitted thee so to do. The Lord thy God 
will raise thee up a Prophet from the midst of thy brethren 
like unto thee; unto him shall ye hearken." " And I will 
put MY woRns in his mouth, and he shall speak unto them 
all that I command Him ; and it shall come to pass that 
whosoever will not hear my words which he shall speak ia 
My Name, I will require it of him." 
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THE TEHTIMONY OF JKHUS CHKIST. 

He that rejecteth me, and receivelh not my word, 
hath one that jodffeth him. The word that I have spoken 
shall judge him in the last day," " for I have not spoken 
of myself, but the Father which sent me gave me command- 
ment what I should say, and what I should speak ;" and " I 
know that his commandment i» life everlasting ; whatever 
I speak, therefore, as the Father said unto me w I speak." 
" I have manifested thy Name unto the men which thou 
gavest me out of the world ; thine they were, and thou 
gavest them me, and they have kept thy word ; and have 
known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me' are 
of thee ; for I have given them the words which thou 
gavest me, and they have received them, and have surely 
known that I came out from thee, and they have he- 
lieved that tliou didst send me. I have given thera thif 
word, and the world hath hated them, because they are 
not of the world, even as I am not of the world." " Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth; Thy Word is Truth." Here 
is a prayer for those who were not of the world, who were 
elect nnto oliedience through sane tifi cation of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth. Thus preferring his claims, our 
Lord said : — " Which of you convicteth me of sin?" (sin 
being any want of comformity to, or transgression of the 
law of God). And " If I speak the Tiuth, why do ye 
not believe?'" but notwithstanding such was the ascen- 
dancy acquired by the light-liating Pharisees over the 
the minds of those, who but for them would have entered 
the Kingdom, that there was much murmuring among the 
people concerning Him. Some who tried His claims by the 
unerring standard, said he is a good man ; while others 
who found in the light of his words and deeds a reprc 
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those wlio led public opinion, said: " Nay, but He de- 
ceiveth the people.^' When men are long accustomed to a 
system established on the principle of moral darltness, the 
light let in upon it is considered an evil to be dreaded, and 
guarded against. They act upon the inversion of the 
righteous Law of God. When the will of God is done i 
by His sons or daughters, it becomes to them a 
proach and cause of persecution. " Blessed are they that I 
suflfer for righteousness sake, iheir's is the kingdom of hea- I 
ven." Persons who suffer for the set of opinions which 
tliey conscientiously hold, do not suffer for righteousness 
sake, they do not suffer for " keeping the coniniaiiclment* J 
of God and the testimony of Jesus." Again, they that! 
suffer for the manifestation of gifts, do not suffer for righ-l 
teousness sake. It is only "the remnant of the womaa'** 
seed," who " contend earnestly for the faith once delivered I 
to the saints," even " the Law and the testimony," who I 
suffer for hearing witness to the truth. Had Daniel suf- ] 
fered for a creed out of Scripture, however conscientiously | 
held, this would not have had power to shut tlic mouths of j 
the lions. But it was concerning the Law of his God thak> l 
Daniel gave offence to the idolaters of Babylon. And bad [ 
the companions of Daniel suffered for aught but rigb~ I 
teousness sake, which forbade the worship of idols, or of | 
other than the God of Truth, the burning fiery furnace I 
would not have been to them a sanctuary, where one, like | 
unto the Son of God, became their companion. 



THE POWKB OF THE LAW ANU THE TESTIMONY. 

Jeremiah was sanctified from his birth, and ordained & I 
prophet unlo the natiwis, as Christ sanctified himself that 1 
he might purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of I 
good works. 
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Jeremiah was overwhelmed with the vastuess of the 
commission ; he felt his own insignificaiice so poignantly, 
that in the language of complaint he said : " Ah, I.oru 
God ! behold I cannot speak, for I am a child." What 
was the return ? — " Say not I am a child, for thou ahalt 
go to all that I vnll send thee ; and whatsoever I command 
thee, that thou shalt speak : be not afraid of their faces, 
for I am with thee to deliver thee." " And the Lokd 
said unto rae, I have put My Words in thy mouth, see I 
have set thee over the nations, and over the kingdom's to 
root out, and to jniU down, and to deatmy, and to throw 
tlown, and to build, and to plant. Thou, therefore, girtl 
up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all, I com- 
mand thee; be not dismayed at their faces, lest I con- 
found thee before them ; for behold I have made thee 
this day a defenced city, and an iron piUar, and brazen 
walls against the whole land, against the kings of JU' 
dah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, 
and against the people of the land, and they* shall fight 
against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee, for I 
am with thee, saith the Lobd, to deliver thee." The 
preceding verges inform us that this shall take place on the 
restoration of Israel, after their long captivity to the Land 
of Judah. " For, lo, I will call all the families of thu 
kingdoms of the north, saith the Lobd, and they shall 
come, and shall get every one his throne at the entering in 
of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walla thereof 
round about, and against all the cities of Judah." These 
kings and rulers- are in the second Fsalm represented as 

• Jeniflalem sliall theu be noder /oreit/ii domination — a king shall 
■' divide the land for gain," and think to chang^e times and laws." 
The rpproBentatives of all nations shall there congreKate, and finally 
be destroyed with their idolatrous kin|;s and priests. 
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entering into a confederacy against the restrictions of Gocl's 
Law in the spirit of licencious liberty. The judgment of 
the Roman empire, under the figure of Edom, and the 
terrible overthrow of the congregated enemies of Israel, 
who are symbolised by Babylon, tlie reigning sorceress^ 
a hypocrisy and worldly-mindedness, however exalted 
in privilege, was that moat awful charge which Jeremiah 
received ; sentence hath gone forth against the " most 
proud," and only its execution remains for the glorificatitm 
of Truth. 

In like manner the Prophet Isaiah is admonished, that 
after the retribution ary judgment upon the nations, " The 
■ Redeemer shall come to Zioii, and to them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the Lobd." " As for me this 
is my covenant with them, saith the Loud (I'iz. those who 
turn from transgression in Jacob). My Spii'it that is upon 
thee, and My Words which I have put in tliy mouth, shall 
not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed from henc» 
forth for ever." 

Paul recognises this point of Israel's renewed history^ 
when he says ; " Wherefore we receiving a Kingdom whicb 
cannot be removed, let us have grace whereby we may eerva 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear, for our GoA' 
is a conminihtffjlre." The law of the Lord, that holy em^ 
nation of his Wisdom and Power, is (Isaiah, xxxi. 9-) com- 
pared to a fire in Zion, and a furnace in Jerusalem. " The 
Law shall go forth from Zion, and the word of the LoBD 
from Jerusalem," and rebuke many nations. Again — When 
the LoBD is exalted on Mount Zion, " He shall fill it with 
Judgment and Righteousness. Those who have the Father's 
Name on their forehead, and in whose mouth is 
who rather than resort to the crooked wiles of expedii 
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; their lives, sihall overctime in losing ihem for Christ's 
sake, this throng out of " all the triljes of the children 
of Israel," together with multitudes who have come out 
of great tribulation, being faithful to their Master, 
then enter, as it were, into their chamber, and shut 
out all fear of evil. The very same Righteousness and 
Holiness, which is a terror to the transgressor and hypocrite, 
is their place of refuge from the outward storm of retri- 
bution, which shall " fall grievously upon tlie wicked." 

*' Transgressors in Zion are afraid, fearfulness hath sui- 
prised the hypocrites. Who of w* shall dwell with de- 
vouring Jiref — Who of us shall dwell with everlasting 
burnings ? He that worketh righteousness, and speaketh 
uprightly, he shall dwell on high, his place of defence shall 
be the munitions of rocks ; bread shall be given him, his 
water shall be sure," 

From Scripture has thus been set forth the inconceiv- 
able spirituality of the holy and good law of God, which 
the whole limit of analogy is too meagre to describe, and 
which reason and intellect are too feeble to comprehend ; 
but which we shall understand when the multiform dark- 
ening mediums, and sordid hindrances, which influence 
mankind, shall be for ever done away ; when " the wicked 
workers of iniquity," as well as the " pecidiar people 
zealous of good works," shall find their congenial hell 
and heaven in the same element. 

The essence of the Uivine character and law is Love ; but 
what can bum so fiercely (against the despisers and rejectei's 
of the great salvation, and the duties to which faith in it con- 
strains) as slighted Love. Those who transgressed against 
the Truth which came by Moses, perished under two or 
three witnesses ; of how much severer retribution shall they 
be accounted worthy who have perverted the grace which 
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came by Jesus Christ, into an occasion of transgressing 
the Truth which also came by him ? The indignation of 
slighted love, and perverted grace, burns infinitely more 
fiercely against those who transgress now than on such 
as transgressed under the law, wherein was no power 
make obedience delightful. They have to plead the 
of God in transgressing against His Truth, mercy 
still open for them. It was for transgressors that Christ 
died; the just suffered for the unjust, that they might 
be healed ; he bare the iniquity of Israel, who had all 
gone astray for ages. Is it said they did not believe in 
Him, how then could they be saved by Him ? To this it 
is replied, that those sacrifices which they offered, were to 
them the pledge that they had part in the great atonement 
to which tMy pointed. Election for their Fatlier''s sakes, 
and because the gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance, was not to be the reward of merit, or even of 
faith, but was to be a boon of grace ; shall t)ieir unheti^ 
make God's faithfulness of none effect ? — God forbid. I) 
was for His Name's sake, independently of any conditiwi 
their part. But the aspect of the case changes on a chanj^ 
of circumstances. Christ is given on our part as a Redeem^ 
not only from the punishni^it due to sin, but also ft 
any desire to transgress under suck unmerited gri 
Nothing that could have Ijeen done to constrain us 
become righteous, and upright and otiedient, and heave; 
minded, has been neglected ; and if we still bring foi 
only the thorns and tliistles of witt-worship and du 
thence, what remains for us but burning indignation. 
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^^^^ITIfSOIPTUBAL CONST BCCTI03:s m OX THE TEKMI ^| 

^^^1 " WICKED liESS,* AKO " nEiaClTT.' ^H 

It is a very Etartling coosideratioD thai these expres- 
sions, which are too ccwnmonly supposed to refo' to gross 
sins, such as the mass of depra.Ted human oature commit, 
are far otherwise applied throughout Scripture. Anv depar- 
ture from the couimandi of God, either to the right or the 
left, as well that spiritual evU tckich is aborf, as that ffrogt 
eeil which is below the righteous staodard, is denominated 
wickedness and iniquitj- 

SpurUiUB holiness, or love, or humility, are iniquity. 
The history of the lii^t man demonstrates that life is 
in the Law— error and death in a desire to be above 
it. *' God is angry with the wicked every day, be 
they ever so pious, if thej- are not walking in the way 
of obedieitce- David saw the prc«perity of the wicked with 
dismay ; but in the Sanctuan^- he perceived that their tem- 
porary exaltation is but a means of precipitating them 
deeper to destruction. He says : " I was grieved because 
of the wicked who forsake thy law." *' The cures of the 
Lord (due to tranagresmre), rests in the House of the 
wicked." " In tlie revenues of the tricked is trouble," 
" the sacrifice of the wicked is an abominalion.*" " She 
hath changed my judgment unto wickedness " " Spiritual 
wickedness in high places." " 1 will pour out their wick- 
edness upon them." The Lord, by the prophet, calls the 
solemnities of the religious world of his day iniquity, 
which he was weary to bear. There was no sitbjection of 
the will, no love to God, constraining to a voluntary death, 
to self, and the world, and to a life of righteousness. Instead 
of being" zealous of good works," they were stigmatized as 
legal defilements. Our Lord was asked if few wouh' 
c2 



I 



20 



TKODUCTORY llEMARKS. 



saved, seeing that He Iiad just declared the ruler of the 
synagogue a hypocrite, in having reproved Him for 
doing good on the Sabbath day. Our Lord replied, and 
oh that we may well consider his words: " Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate ; for many, I say unto you, 
sball seek to enter in, and shall not be able." Faith in 
Christ as an atonement and mediator, is not a strait 
gate ; it is thronged and crowded by the religious world. 
The way of obedience is strait and narrow ; few enter 
therein: but when once the Master of the House is risen 
up, and hath shut the door ; many who had faith to believe, 
but no love to obey, will, being found without, begin to 
knock at the closed door, saying : " Lord, Lord, 
to MS.'" they are, as it were, at home in the thought 
He has been the object of their faith, of their salvation ; 
But as they never acknowledged His doctrine, nor followed 
Am example. He declares that He never knew them, dot 
from whence they are. 

How insufficient the exercise of spiritual gifts whi 
are, through faitli in his Name, to be attained, leai? 
ing the poor deluded object who rests in them, a sad exam- 
ple of the deceivableness of unrighteousness 
that perish ; " because they received not the love of the 
Truth, that they might be saved." 
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f Train up a child in the waif he skoiild go, and when lie 
ia old, he will not depart from it." 

This eeatence of Holy Writ has often been pronounced' 
but seldom has tlie depth of its wisdom been sounded. The 
Spirit of Truth, which dictated, can alone search its full 
meaning. 

Parents are addressed in these words, as if they knew 
Itlie Way here alluded to, and could, from an experience of 
the blessing, and safety of walking therein, recommend it 
to their children by precept, and above all, example. Lot 
the thought be indulged, that this meets the eye of one 
who does walk in the straight and narrow way of obedi- 
ifnacei with the appointed lamp to their feet. 

You have long experienced, in the unreserved surrender 
of your own will to the teaching and leading of your hea- 
venly Father, the soul's calnn sunshine, and the heart's 
pure joy. You are accustomed to look at and be guided 
by His eye ; by the least indication of His will ; by the 
lowest whisper of His providence in the way of obedience. 
You know the security of your standing; you compre- 
hend the character and ^ualitj of your light ; your lamp 
goeth not out by night, for in that way there is no dark- 
ness. Wisdom, as a halo, from the Sun of Righteouane? 
encompasses your goings, and bears you up, from the f 
of evil. But you have an anxiety in )iroporti( 
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magnitude of the case, for those whom you watch over as 
souIb entrusted to your care. 

That your children may be guarded from the many seduc- 
ing calls to soar beymid, to stop short of, or to err, either to 
the right hand or the left, it is your earnest prayer, desire^ 
and study to see them invested with the whole armour of 
God, that they may be enabled to resist the wiles of the 
devil ; for we wrestle against the principalities, powers, and 
strong holds of this world's darkness, and against wicked 
spirits in high places. Your children are Iwni with a 
which naturally leads to the inversion of the revealed 
of God, just as the uncultivated soil produces thorns 
thistles, instead of good fruit-trees. If, therefore, they' 
should he denied the illustration of the excellency of 
regenerating principle in the example of their parents, they 
would, naturally prone to evil, choose the desire of the 
eye, and the desire of the flesh, and the pomps of this 
world. You have, in their reliance on your direction, their 
sense of dependance, and their affection, together with the 
workings of conscience, several powerful auxiliaries on the 
side of your prayers and desires ; but your example is 
above all these in modelling the future character of your 
children. 

The child who habitually beholds in his parents in\'i(v 
lable truth, uncompromising integrity, unbending upright- 
ness, honest simplicity, godly sincerity, disinterested good 
works, pure affection, as a stream continually flowing from 
an inexhaustible fountain, will take an early impression oS 
these godlike characteristics, before the headstrong passions 
have begun to burst the restraints which they impose. The 
admiring creature will seek to imitate that which is right 
and excellent in such endeared preceptors, and gradually 
as the powers of his mind luifuld, he will graft his filial 
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love on pure venei-ation and esteem. Willi jierfect con- 
fidence he reposes on the advice or the promise of those 
whosf wisdom and love he can trust. He fears to take a 
single step, without their approbation, he runs with alacrity 
to execute their commands, and would esteem it an insult 
on their rectitude to reason on their utility, or to evade 
their precision. In process of time the understanding per- 
ceives the spring from whicli these virtues and grates take 
their rise. He now comprehends that they stand in the same 
relation with himself — that of children to a Father, to 
whose will they desire in all tilings to be conformed; and 
that in their contemplation of the perfection of His cha- 
racter, they are changed into the same moral image, by a 
principle of inward love, imparted with the desire of being 
His children by regeneration. 

Had you never discerned by the Spirit of Light those 
attributes of your Heavenly Father which call forth all 
your admiration, affection and respect, you could not 
have so acted on the knowledge of His character as to 
constitute yourselves a light glorifying your Redeemer, 
Had you confined your duty to an abstract homage of the 
love of God, manifested in the atonement of the Lnnih 
of God, you would, seeing only the gift, have remained 
ignorant that the nltnr (wliereon he was consumed in the 
fire of righteousness) sanctified the gift. The Woi-d 
being the life, the truth, and the way, the flesh could only 
bear the curse due to transgression, and exhibit that per- 
fect obedience which constitutes man a son renewed from 
the guilt of the fall. Had you been worshipping any attri- 
bute instead of the living God, you might have expected 
to have seen your children shew much love to you in 
prtrfcssion, while they refused to do the will of their parent, 
wbeu that crosses their inclination. But in being led to see 
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a constellation of trustworthy excellence of character mani- 
fested as often as called forth, the youth is prepared to 
recognise in the express image of the invisible Majesty, not 
alone a sinless victim to atone for transgression, not only a 
blameless substitute for the guilty, but an illustrious ex- 
ample of all the ennobling qualities which constitute true 
greatness. They are taught to look at the resplendent 
Sim of Righteousness, having their vision and perception 
strengthened by the power which emanates from that Wis- 
dom which giveth understanding to the simple. Thus the 
pure in heart see God in Spirit and in Truth now, and 
shall see Him in visible Majesty hereafter. They behold 
the Son laying down His life for the honour of the Righ- 
teousness of the Father, and the Father declaring that the 
love of righteousness which called forth this act of devotion 
constituted Him the Son beloved, in whom He was well 
pleased. " Thou lovest righteousness and hatest iniquity, 
therefore God thy God hath anointed thee with the oil oJT 
joy above thy fellows." 

For that reason it was said, " Hear ye Him." He 
to be heard because he came not in hia own name. He spake 
not his own words ; but He came in the Father's Name, and 
He spake the words of the Father. He had power to lay 
down his life and to resume it ; but that power was not in 
the flesh but in the Spirit, Ttot in the man, but in the Word 
which sanctified the man. It was by commandment He 
became alive from the dead. " This commandment have 
I received from my Father.'^ The first Adam found death 
in turning aside from the cominandmcnt ; the second 
Adam brought life and immortality to light by keeping the 
conmiandment. In the contemplation of such exalted 
excellence, such pure devotion, the mind would learn to 
detach itself from its old grovelling coil, its multiplied 
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aspects of self, its illusive 1 ig 1 1 Uresis ting folds, and loving 
what is excellent, would detest every false and crooked 
way. It is a perverse system, of which the reaction is now 
in terrific pi-ogress, to permit children to reason on the 
utility of obeying, instead of reasoning on the character 
and love of their parents, which sliould necessarily induce 
obedience. When the occasion is made to dictate what is 
CTpedient instead of the Standard of Right, expediency will 
dictate any breach of obedience or good faith which the 
occasion calls for. 

If your son lives to be a man of the world, Jie will be a 
political weathercock, shifting his position according as the 
wind of interest blows. If a religious professor, the same 
obliquity of principle assumes all the aspects of that decep- 
tiveness which is characterised as " spiritual wickedness in 
high places.'' It censures wickedness and iniquity in their 
gross forms, but will not listen to the scriptural declaration 
of what is wickedness and iniquity in essence and principle. 
There is the same temporising, equivocal, self-seeking prin- 
ciple associated witli the profession of religion ; tlie garb is 
that of the simple, honest, guileless sheep, but tlie nature 
is that of a crafty and ravening wolf. 

The ennobling qualities of which we have discoursed are 
in themselves as ineffectual as the stream without its spring, 
in what are called moral men, without tiie fear of God, 
which is the beginning of wisdom. They act on a self- 
evolving principle, which is fed by the meagre homage 
which they render to abstract virtue. But when the moral 
man, in luminous expansion reflects that light which he 
derives from the uncreated source, the character rises to a 
gotilike brotherhood with Christ, in its subjection to the will 
of the Father. The constancy of that relative order and 
position which the fixed stars preserve by adherence to 
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the principle of light by which their regularity aud c 
stancy is established, give security, comfort, and joy to the | 
benighted traveller and mariner ; while the want of adhe- 
rence to that governing principle which produces unity 
and harmony constitutes the devious meteor a subject of 
ominous foreboding. " They that are righteous, and who 
turn many to righteousness, shall shine as the stars in the ' 
Kingdom of their Father;" while they that are untaught 
and unstable are compared to " wandering stars, for whom 
is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever." 

Another and more frequent example let usnotice for thesske 
of illustration. How can you expect, O parent, to reap where 
you never sowed ; to gather grapes, where you have nursed 
thorns ? How can you suppose that your child will become 
obedient, from an unconstrained principle of affection and 
respect, if you, who stand in the same relation to your 
Heavenly Father, never manifested any subjection to Hli 
will, and that principle in all your doings which springs 
out of this conformity. In vain you talk to them about the 
love of Jesus Christ ; in vain you bid them look to him, at 
you do, for salvation ; in vain you fill their intellect with 
any theological system, or their memories with creeds and 
catechisms. The life and power of a sound faith they can- 
not comprehend, because they never felt it, or witnessed 
its effects in your conduct. As the power of the sun is 
manifested in its quickening effects on the earth and that 
which it causes to spring forth of it, and as this power is 
necessarily traced back to the effulgent virtue of light 
therein centered, even so religion on the human understand- 
ing is to be recognised in its influencing power, and this n 
again resolve into the c()nstellation of uncreated excellence 
which is concentrated in the character of Jehovah. 

Until you can admire and aesimilate with the holioeBS 





and righteousness of God, you cannot be said to know 
Jesus Christ became our Mediator to reconcile and identify 
us with these attributes of His character. Until 
delight to consider that He with wliom you have to di 
holy, just, and true, as well as merciful and long-suffering, 
you cannot he said to worship the Holy One of Israel. It 
is not the moral Light which so shone in the character of 
Christ that He could say of a truth, " He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.'" It is not the resplendent image 
of the invisible Majesty which you look at in Christ — the 
Light of the Father's Truth, Wisdom, Righteousness, and 
Love, — you limit your regard to that which fie//-love 
dictates to your need, it is the atoning victim who suffered 
for sin, — it is the mediator who stands between you and the 
consuming fire, — whom you acknowledge, and that not as a 
medium of access to, but as a substitute for the Father, 
but the love of that Righteousness, tlie devotion to that 
Truth which made David's LORD become David's Son — 
even the Godhead of the Messiah, you consider a subject too 
abstract for practical regard. Did the Word take flesh P it 
was to reconcile and lead to the Father His regenerate ones. 
Being found in fashion as a man the Son of God took the 
character of Hia servant, in order to acliieve by obedience 
that redemption wliich this glorious identity with God 
and man could accomplish. You fancied that Jesus Christ 
is a mild manifestation of God, to be worshipped instead of 
the Fatlier; whereas, if you would believe what the Re- 
deemer testifies, you would understand that He came to de- 
liver yaufrora any will to continue in traiisgressiou, and to 
put you in a condition to call God Father, through sanc- 
tification of his Spirit, and belief of his Truth. 

God does not reduce the standard of His requirements 
through Christ. Grace and Truth came by Jlsus Christ, 
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of God. 

We naturally assimilate with the persons we look up 
to. The Greeks and Romans embodied their lofty imagi- 
ginations and corrupt passions as their objects of worship, 
and they were given over to vain imaginations and gross 
sensualities. By others the attributes of God have been 
jiersonified, and one or the other worshipped, and propiti- 
ated. Those who worship a Being who is supposed to act 
with arbitrary partiality instead of righteouaness, " seeking 
to reap where he sowed not, " are exclusive self-elected 
Judges of God's decrees, instead of doers of His wilL 
Instead of being without partiality and without hj-pocrisy, 
they are partial to those who adopt their favourite systeW 
and shibboleth, while, in the spirit of hypocricy, then 
act on the presumption that high privileges constitute 
election. A dead fiiith in the atonement and merit of 
Christ is worthy to be put in the balance with the deod 
works of those who fancied they could purchase their sal- 
vation without that love of God in their heart, which is tl 
spring of acceptable service- Salvation being of free gn 
is alike independent of the " nakedness" of the former, 
of the "filthy rags" of tlie latter. Grace can ch< 
those who act tip to the light they have. It is where 
of His mighty works have been done — the Cliorazin't 
BethsaiJa's, exalted to heaven in privileges, that shall 
thrust down to hell. Grace brings to the marriage-sup] 
from the high-ways and hedges, from lanes and 
ways, guests who shall fill the vacant places of those 
were bidden but who refused to accept of the terms of ti 
invitation. They rented in the electing love of the invit»4 
tioii ; but shrimk from the obedience and sacrifice of h 
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poral interests which the invitation involved. The grace 
of the King called to great blessedness in heavenly places, 
but so identified are they with the good things of this 
world, that they refuse to accept of the king's grace, and in 
perfect righteousness they are excluded. 

Do you act on the guileful dictation of expediency ? la 
your language suited to the ever-varying aspect of tilings, 
rather than regulated by the Rule of right ? Do you call 
that external condition to which nwn^y can raise the veriest 
slaves of their passions, respectabilitif. Do you cling to, 
instead of renouncing the pomps and vanities of the world P 
comforraing to, instead of reproving its crooked maxims and 
customs ? Do you act with duplicity and deceit in your 
dealings while you are observing all the outward forms 
of piety ? then your children will assuredly emulate that 
which is practical, while they will be unimpressed witli 
your theory. 

It is from the mother that children receive the first and 
deepest impressions : the rudiments of good or evil are 
taught in the nursery. While it is true that all are born 
with a will and affections alienated from the righteousness 
which God requires of his children, it is equally true that 
these may be subdued and regulated, until the under- 
standing is capable of receiving the light of that Truth 
wliieh regenerates. It is easier to bend a tender twig 
than a sturdy branch twisted into knotted strength ; it 
is easier to pull up a weed that is watered, than one 
ramified under a hardened soil ; a skilful touch may serve 
in the first instance, while all your efforts may fail in 
the other. The promises that God makes are to His 
children, because they have ears to hear His gracious invi- 
tation. But the same invitation is lost upon the race of 
the serpent, who like the deaf adder close their ear 
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from wisdom, charm she never so wisely : but except thq 
are bom anew by the power of the Spirit of Truth, 
they cannot comprehend, neither enjoy the inheritance laid 
up for the children of Light. The influences of the Most 
High can alone effect this change, but much depends on 
rational and accountable agents also. It were fanaticism 
of the husbandman to expect a good crop resting exclusively 
on the efficacy of sunshine and rain ; he must sow the 
seed, and gather out the rubbish and thorns, and then pray 
for a blessing on his labour, which is only (hen according to 
the will of God. 

The good seed of the kingdom is the Word of God : 
but in many cases, especially that of children, a human 
agent sows it. " J man icent forth to sow." A culti- 
vator of flowers carefully prepares the soil before the seed 
is sown. It is walled in, and fenced from whatever might 
frustrate his hopes : it is left open to the beneficent in- 
fluence of sunshine and dew, but excluded from blighting 
and chilling winds. 

He sows the precious seed, and diligently eradicates 
every weed that would draw from the germ which he cul- 
tivates the strength of the soil. It is sad that although 
even nature itself teaches this, as well as reason and ex- 
perience, men are only wise concerning passing things. 
It is sad that the moral soil is left to become covered with 
its spontaneous growth : expecting at the same time the good 
seed to germinate and produce the effects of righteousnesa. 
Alas ! the influence of dew and light go to the maturity of 
thorns and thistles, as well as grapes and figs. Truth is 
either a savour of life or «f death. 

Our Lord in His parable of the sower and the seed, 
shows US the various evils of unprepared and encumbered 
soils. Some seeds were scattered on the public thorough- 
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fare, where it only found a surface ; it is carried away 
without effect, leaving the road as hard as before. Some 
fell on a stony place where there was not sufficient depth 
of earth ; the root is checked in its growth, no support is 
given to the quickly springing grain, for when the sun is 
up, it is scorched and withered away. Some seed fell among 
thorns ; a soil that had been allowed to run to neglect, under 
tiie strong mastery of the desires of the mind and the 
flesh. The seed sown there ia choaked with the spon- 
taneous growth of the soil. Some seed is sown on good 
ground; cultivated with diligent care, the root strikes and 
ramilies deeply, imbibing the goodness of the soil to the 
nourishment of the vigorous plant ; the noon-day sun is met 
by a well supported principle of life, and his beneficent in- 
fluences impart the richest beauty and fragrance to the flower. 
Our Lord teaches in the first example, that the under- 
standing not having been recognized the opportunity is 
thus afforded to the enemy, who catches up that which 
merely touched the feelings. The understanding is the 
soil into which the seed of the Word is to be sown. It is in 
the ground-work of uprightness and conscientiousness that 
Truth must demonstrate its life and power. In the second 
example, he instructs, that while the Word may be received 
with joy as a means of salvation, it may become an offence 
when an honest testimony to Truth is called for. Thus it 
was with the Galatians, who at the beginning were ready to 
pluck out their own eyes for Paul : but anon were ofl^ended 
because he told them the truth concerning their errors and 
follies. The third order he illustrates by such as are sur- 
roimded by ease and affluence, while they are little aware 
of the deeeptiveness of tliose infatuating artificials. The 
seed of truth is choaketl by the cares and perplexities whicli 
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these engender. The princii)le of tlie new life i 
down, and at last the worldling returns to his dust, and the 
5pirit to its place. " He shall go to the generation of his 
fathers, they shall never see light," " Man that is in honour, 
and underHtandeth not, is like the beasts that perish," 

O that parents and teachers would take discretion and 
conuuon sense as the handmaids of Truth, their labour 
would not be in vain in the Lord, 

But if the early training of the sapling is a means of 
securing the straightness of the tree, care must be taken 
not to counteract the wisdom of the nursery by the folly of 
the seminary and college. Is the young mind, whicli was 
wont to expatiate on the moral greatness of Godlike men, 
who bved above the low desires and sordid pursuits of the 
herd, to turn away from the contemplation of Truth, and 
be turned to error. Is your son now to shut out, as it 
were, the noon-day %\m, and betake himself to sparks 
kindled by heathen genius. Are licentious gods, and 
blood-thirsty heroes, now to dazzle and bewilder his ima- 
gination ; and guilt the most flagitious to become conse- 
crated by the names of Virgil and Ovid .•' 

Are you asleep to the interests of your offspring the 
moment they leave your roof? Instead of children's bread, 
do you send them to devour worse than empty husks. Are 
you become all at once like the cruel ostrich, who void 
of understanding, " leaveth her young ones in the sand, 
forgetful that the foot may crush them, or that the wild 
beast may devour them. She hardenelh her heart against 
her young, as though they were not hers: her labour is in 
vain, without fear, because God hath deprived her of wis- 
dom; neither has he imparted unto her understanding." 
Often have your parental feelings been wnmg in reflecting 
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on the infatuation which could quench nature in the heart 
of the heathen mother, by devoting her first-born to the 
burning arms of Moloch. That is a mote in companson 
of the beam in your own eye. They sacrifice the bodv, 
because they are ignorant of the h'ght of revelation. You 
sacrifice, or at least place in jeopardy, soul and body, be- 
cause the God of this world has blinded you, that you 
should not obey the glorious Gospel. " If the light that 
is in you be thus turned to darkness, how great is that 
darkness ?" 

Tlie opinion of the world is the omnipotence to which 
you bow. You cannot abide its frown of dissatisfaction, 
or its " dread laugh." The light of its countenance you 
cannot bear to lose. 

Perhaps you are a church-going, society-supporting, 
missionary-sending Christian, and you fear it would be es- 
teemed a want of humility if you should see that to be 
eoil which has thus long passed current with the religious 
world. The friendship of the world is desirable, inas. 
much as the future interests of the youth are to be pro- 
moted by the eclat of high classical fame and honour, 
they must be placed in a situation where they may form 
early friendships with those of rank and influence, who 
have patronage to bestow. Dear self-de*.reived parent, 
you are heaping up so much wood, hay, and stubble on 
the sure foundation which is laid. Love is jealous of the 
souls, which, by obedience unto death, it would call its 
own. 

The Gospel, which breathes " peace on earth, good will 
to man," shall be brought to judge you. The Lamb who laid 
down his life to redeem you and your's from the 
tions which are in the world, shall be wroth. Love workeif- 
wrath. What indignation burns so fiercely as slighl 
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love? From justice there is an appeal left open to mercy, 
but from jjerverted grace, and insulted love, there is no 
appeal. There remaineth no more sacrifice for sin but 
a certain fearful-looking of judgment, and fiery indigna- 
tion, which shall devour the adversary ; but if the worship 
of these relies of heathen sentiment and manners is to be 
deplored in ordinary eases, how does the magnitude of 
perverseness confound all reason, when the heathen claa- 
sics are studied co7ijomtly with that which condemns them. 
in the case of those who are to testify, in the presence of 
God and men, that they believe themselves called by the 
Holy Spirit to the ofiice of the ministry ? 

This is even as if the moles and bals shoidd become a 
cers of state to the sun, whose light they cannot endure. 

If God has given a revelation of his mind and will, obey " 
him. If these relics of heathen times are the pods of your 
idolatry, cleave to them exclusively ; but do not attempt 
to amalgamate truth and lies. Do not study the things of 
Christ and those of Belial. Perhaps nothing better illus- 
trates the obliquity of intellect, than in the ambition at 
being able to read with ease, and write with elegance, the 
language in which Homer and Virgil sung their fictiuK 
and panegyrizctl their vices. 

While the one pure language, in which the finger at 
God wrote His Law, in which Isaiah and his holy cfrni- 
panions sung the triumphs of Truth in the subversion of 
Satan's kingdoms, and in the coming of His kingdom of 
righteousness and j)eaee, is neither read with ease nor 
translated with accuracy. Fallacy is dived into, while 
truth is superficially, if at all, skimmed over. The niire 
and dirt which the former casts up is valued, while the 
unsearchable treasures which are hid in the latter are di»- 
regarded. " All flesh have perverted their way ;" *nd 




" because sentence against evil works is not speedily 
cut^, tlierefore the hearts of the children of men are fully 
set in them to do evil." 

Smitten by the splendour of a Babylonish garment, 
Achan, in the face of condemnatory light, hid it among 
his goods, as a relic of Chaldean genius. But dearly did 
he atone for that obliquity of heart and mind which caused 
him to err from wisdom's way. " Any want of confor- 
nuty to, or transgression of the law of God," necessarily 
brings such a hardening process, that the evils become 
iheir own punishment in their rc-action. From individual 
the case rises to national. " Eighteousness exalteth a 
nation, but sin is the destruction of any people." By in- 
dulging a covetous desire, by invading the rights of other 
nations, much increase of revenue and territory may be 
obtained, and a mighty name of renown may be earned by 
the power thus acquired. The pre-eminence of civilization 
is exhibited in that superiority of craft which circumvents 
honest simplicity, and in that fraud which employs the basest 
means to the accomplishment of the desired end. But this 
is a sandy foundation for the establishment of national 
prosperity. One generation, like Ahab, slays and lakes 
possession, another revels in the affluence thus procured, 
another becomes immersed in the corruption which treads 
on the heels of luxury ; the last generation experiences 
tiie re-action of the process. Why should we be afraid 
with amazement, as though some strange thing happened, 
at the cruf^hing of that cockatrice egg, which preceding 
generations engendered and fostered P There is no more 
gidlt in the re-action than in the commission of the evil, 
perhaps less in the sight of God. When the righteous 
judgments of God ai-e abroad, the inhabitants of the earth 
will learn righteousness. National calamity, the shaking 
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and dissolution of the securities to which even the religious 
theorists remain attached, define and assort those two 
classes, which are termed " the children of this world" and 
"thechildren of the kingdom," who are, until then, comi>ared 
to tares and wheat growing indiscriminately in the same 
field. Our Lord does not divide these classes into the reli- 
gious world and the irreligious world : in the religious 
world the tares and wlieat grow together. It is not the 
semblance of that which is good, but the sound vital prin- 
ciple which forms the distinction ; and these are only sepa- 
rated in times of trial, when principle is made the test. 
The tares collected in bundles, remain attached to the 
things which are to be destroyed ; the wheat is gathered 
and taken into the appointed place of safe-keeping. As 
there was the dawn of intellectual idolatry, even so there is 
its meridian and its even-tide, " Darkness covers the 
earth, and gross darkness the people."' When all is re- 
duced to a mechanical system in religion and science, God 
necessarily is shut out; and these substitutes, acting on a 
self-evolving principle, and kept in motion by human in- 
fluence and secular means, are idolized. It was the chil- 
dren of Cain who first introduced the sciences in a state of 
estrangement from wisdom and virtue ; because in a state 
of ignorance of the centre to which all knowledge tends, if 
understood aright. But as it is in vain to reason with s 
man in a state of intoxication, e\'en so, while the various 
kinds of machinery are in their zenith of prosperity, it 
would be idle to expect the minds of those who profit by 
them to be sufBciently disinterested to listen to the voice 
of reason. The profits alone are looked at, the coincident 
march of moral depravity in parents, who sacrifice their 
young children to slow death, with unseasonable hours, 
unwholesome atmosphere, over-working, and improper food. 
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'■^ Ylot to mention the depravity of morals and manners which 
are contracted in such places by the elder ; all this is left 
out of the calculation of the votary of Mammon. 

We can only be awake to the evils of any system not 
founded on the authority of God's word, by seeing these 
evils in their rc-action, as at the present time. Who would 
have been listened to, ten years ago, in tracing the harden- 
ing progress of unchecked guilt? The eye was intent only 
on the ser\'ice supposed to result to society from expert 
operators, who have acquired much practical knowledge of 
the human frame : alas ! modem philosophy mistook the 
night-mare of intemperate science for a real benefit. 

Few trust themselves with looking at this hideous birth 
of Christendom in the face, fewer dare avow it to be the 
monstrous offspring of godless reason and depraved intel- 
lect. Its original sin is borne out by its actual depravity 
— its trade is in human flesh, dragged in darkness and by 
Gtealth from the grave, now no more the place " where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and where the weary are at 
rest." Was all distinction between right and wrong so 
confoimded, as to suppose a science sustained by thieves 
of the lowest order could be of benefit to the world ? Is 
the standard of French philosophy inverting the law of 
God and of nature, to constitute stealing no offence, and 
murder no crime, when subservient to its interests ? 

The question with the wretches who make merchandise 
of human flesh is purely one of expediency ; their deci- 
sion is necessarily in favour of that mode which yields the 
most profit ; and it is easy to suppose that these hardened 
agents, who have no sense of moral principle, justify to 
themselves the atrocities of thieving and murder on the 
ground of being subservient to the interests of the com- 
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miinity, in the advancement of seience. Thoy i 



their own mind exculpated from all sense of guilt, 

Britain, at onee the coirupter and converter of heathen 
nations, is thus stained with such liorrors as would make 
the ear of the Eastern Hindoo, and the Western aborigine, 
to tingle ; for with them the grave is sacred to afiectionate 
sympathies and remembrances, " They bury their dead 
out of their sight;"' and the sanctuary of the grave is 
inviolable. 

It has been attempted to ridicule this human feeling 
implanted by the Creator, as a prejudice confined to those 
whose miuds are unenlightened by education. But notwith- 
standing the ease with which theorists talk about devoting 
their bodies to the use of the science, it is, after all, the 
poor and such as have no helper who are made to satisfy ite 
demands. It is not they who admire, and who consider it an 
honour, but they who abhor the thought of being thrown, 
mangletl and defaced, into a promiscuous heap of horror : 
to be huddled into some pit, or otherwise made away with. 
It is they, who, after a life of privation and misery, languish 
for the green sod to cover their o?i'n remains, who oa 
denied the house appointed for the dead. J 

Tlie whole existing framework of this world is established 
on an inversion of the righteous and beneficent law of God. 
The whole constitution of these kingdoms is on the prin- 
ciple that might neutralizes and supersedes right —that thu' 
|)olitical end consecrates ant/ means. M 

The new heavens and earth which sliall succeed this iall\ 
verted order of things is new in the same sense that the 
regenerated heart is new. Material, in both cases, is 
divested of its curse and regenerated. " Bdiold I create 
a new heaven and earth ;" and, " Be ye glad in 
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which I create ; for behold I create Jerusalem a re- 
joicing, aud her people a joy." What is the eesential 
newness of this order of things .-' Righteousness dwelleth 
therehi. " Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, 
and her converts with righteousness." Keeping the Truth 
is a eynoiiimous term with righteousness. " Open ye 
the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the 
truth may enter in." The effect of righteousness is peace 
and assured quiet. It was in consideration of the adverse 
elements of this present evil constitution and ascendancy 
our Lord said, that as his personal absence would be 
matter of sorrow and lamentation to his disciples first, and 
last, it would afford matterof satisfaction and rejoicing to the 
children of this world ; and that as His coming again was 
to be matter of joy and rejoicing to the disciples, even so it 
would disconcert the devices which had grown out of that 
absence. 

The Heavens connected with this unrighteous state of 
tilings shall pass away with a great commotion, and the 
elements dissolve with fervent heat ; the earth, also, and 
the works thereof, shall be burnt up. Seeing tliat all this 
existing framework of society shall be dissolved by the 
fiery indignation of that Truth whose light has been re- 
sisted, what manner of persons ought we to ho, looking 
for and hastening unto the coming of the Day of God .■' 

This day of judgment, the day which brings forth glory 
to Truth, which hath so long been without fruit, is looked 
forward to with intense desire by all, whether in heaven 
or on earth, who have an eye single to the glory of the 
Redeemer. The subversion of the things that are, and 
their being brought to nought by tliose things which are 
TWrf seen as yet, is involved in their rejoicing. The prostra- 
tion of that which exalteth itself is as glorifying to the 
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(Tower and truth of God, as the revival of that which He 
shall exalt. 

Judgment and mercy are a twin event. Egypt was 
judged when Israel was redeemed, and thus shall it be 
again. " The day of vengeance is iij mine heart, and the 
year of my Redeemed is come." The same fiery ordeal of 
principle, wliich purifies the children of the Kingdom " who 
keep the truth," consumes the transgressors, who are like 
the chaff, and shall not stand the judgment, neither the 
hypocrites in the congregation of the righteous. 

Mary, in the spirit of prophecy, gave thanksgi\-ing 
over the subversion of the fourth oppressive monarchy ; 
in remembrance of the covenant with her fathers, she saw 
the lowly exalted, and the mighty thrown down from 
their seats. It was not a vindictive spirit, as some imagine^ 
which led David to denounce the adverse kingdoms of this 
world, and such as should rise up against the sure decree. 
To the holy apostles and prophets the call is, " Rejoice 
over her, for God hath avenged you on her." If therefore 
we hear one with the same breath pray,"Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly," and cry " Alas, alas !" Iwcause of the 
wreck and ruin of that which stands in the way of tlmt 
coming and kingdom for which we pray, he is a double- 
minded man, self-deceived by a spurious love which re- 
joicetb not in the truth, but takes pleasure in existing ini- 
quity. He resembles Saul, who spared Amalek and the 
best of the flocks and herds in a foolish spirit of spurioua 
compassion, to wliich the glory of God was sacrificed, and 
his command disolteyed. 

We ought to pray and rejoice in the judgments which 
by burning up all that is dross within and around, shall 
make us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light. We ought to look for and hasten unto 
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that judgment whereby the existing elements shall 
and be dissolved by the fire of His indignation. 
ought to look beyond that for the new Heaven and £arth 
which is righteous, which cannot be shaken nor consumed. 
We ought not to sympathise with any thing in the world 
or in ourselves that cannot assimilate with the righteous- 
ness wliich devours only that which is worthless. We 
ought to desire that ttll the wood, hay, and stubble, may 
be consumed. 

There is nothing arbitrary or vindictive in the sun of 
Righteousness. The same beneficent virtue begets fra- 
grance from the garden of spices, which draws forth offen- 
siveness from the thing which is corrupt. The same light 
which reveals what is good condemns what is evil. The 
same fire which purifies gold, silver, and gems, bums up 
that which cannot stand the lire. 

To suppose that righteousness can act arbitrarily is an 
absurdity. To suppose that the sun of righteousness wills 
the enlightening of some, and the witliholding of that light 
from others, is in a moral sense to hold tlie vulgar notion, 
that not the globe but the sun is speeding with light to one 
place, and darkness to another ; or that, not the carriage in 
which we journey, but the hedges and trees are receding. 
These illusions we combat by reason, and our conviction of 
the constant and settled laws of nature. It is sad, that we 
banish reason instead of taking her as the handmaid of 
religion. 

When God put enmity between the seed of the woman 
and the seed of the serpent, the same Light was vouch- 
safed to both, alike bom of woman. The seed of the 
woman keep the commandments of God, they are in 
that light, and walk by it: while the seed of the 
serpent reject the counsel of thai light, exalting either 
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their own reason or a spiritual inward light above it, as 
Eve was tempted to do. This is the enmity ; it ia one (rf 
free-will choice in either case. God saw the end when He 
at the beginning, spake of the enmity between moral light 
and darkness. " Ye are of your father the devil," said 
Christ, " and his deeds ye will do ; he was a liar from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth." 

We frequently see, or have read in iiistory, of kings who 
elected to special places of trust and honour certain charac 
tera. We naturally infer that, if the king has wisdom, tliis 
election is not capricious favouritism, inasmuch that, if these 
" called ones" are not " chosen and faithful," we doubt the 
king's character, and say he is a weak man, and is seduced 
by flatterers. We judge by the character of her statesmen 
and generals, that Elizabeth was a wise queen. A good king 
exalts to honour such as honour and studiously obey him, 
and wlio,wherevertheir influence extends, maintain his laws, 
—such as have faithfully adhered to his interests and persoq 
in adversity as well as in prosperity, in absence aa well aa 
in presence : and in acting thus a wise king resembles 
God; " Those who honour me I will honour." Again, in 
time of peace, the king chouses to have around his person, 
and sit at his table, the men who have jeoparded their lives 
in maintaining his throne and laws : even so our Lord 
shall elect his beloved ones who have left all to follow Him, 
resisting even to blood, striving against trans^ession. He 
said to His disciples, " Ye are they who have continued 
with me in my temptations, and I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, even as my Father appointed unto me a 
kingdom, that ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and sit on twelve thrones, administering equity 
to tile twelve tribes oi Israel" Still they did only their 
duty. Boasting is excluded : there is no moit in bdng 
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loyal subjects, and good citizens, zealous of the law of our 
king i we should be rebels and lawless if we were other- 
wise minded. We are attached to the King who shed His 
own blood to redeem lis unto liimself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works. We love his equitable and bene- 
ficent laws, which are a praise to such as do well. " They 
that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful." 
These soldiers voluntarily separate themselves from the 
cares and pursuits of this world, that they may please him 
who called them to enter His service, in contending 
for the faith once delivered to the saints, in the face 
of the world, the devil, and the flesh. They as can- 
didates for the prize of His approving smile, strip 
themselves of each encumbering weightj of each perplexing 
cause of delay, in running the race which He sets before 
them." 

These are the humble, they that now mourn ; the 
meek, they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, the 
merciful, the pure in heart, the peace-makers, the perse- 
cuted for righteousnss sake. 

In a vision of the future, John saw a Lamb standing 
on Mount Zion, and with him an liundred and forty 
and four thousand, having his Father's name written 
on their foreheads. They are undefiled with the pol- 
lutions, spiritual and gross, of the reigning sorceress. 
They follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth, to prison 
and to death, for righteousness sake : and in their mouth 
is no guile, because they speak the words of God and do 
his commandments. But although all are not elected to 
this highest rank of duty and suffering, there are degrees 
of blessedness. " A great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and lan- 
guages, stood before tlie Throne, and before the Lamb, 
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clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands, and 
cried with a loud voice, Salvation to our Grod, which 
sitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb. These are 
they who came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, therefore are they before the Throne of God, and 
serve him day and night, in His sanctuary : and He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them ; they shall 
hunger no more, neither shall they thirst any more, neither 
shall the sun smite them nor any heat, for the Lamb which 
is in the midst of the Throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of water, and Grod shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes.^ 



^v\ 



^ 

'•^^■^v^ 



•^ ^<» 



if 



'* 



■^ 



*. 









* •. 

■■J I 



• •# 



V 

•V 



^'^■^ 



^, 





tf/ft/ //lif/itm/rfi- wirA-it/.'' 
A\^//*'y ■ i^'i'Tf/ ■ ^HttAtt- . .}• '//iy'T.-tfn-/ryt-. 



y . i'^././.-.U- . ..A//. . ,///.,»/.. 



THE HXnVIAN HEART. 

e heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
tricked, who can know it f 

s the seat of the adections, and is in its natural 
rcvil.* The characteristics of the natural 
lieart are often described in the Holy Scriptures, by such 
symbols as nature furnishes. Th« passions are all in exist- 
ence, although not all called forth. Circumstances tend to 
foster some and to neutralize others; the serpentine are 
active in one constitution, the animal in another. One fre- 
quently predominates as a master-passion, and this gives 
ground for that |>eculiar designation with which our Lord 
and his apostles frequently distinguished characters. 

When speaking of a crafty, ignoble character, our Ix>rd 
said, " Go ye and tell that for,'' Sic. He characterises 
those teachers who had a form of religion without its power 
as " wolves in sheep^s clothing."" Of others he says, " Ye 
serpents, ye generations of vipers, who hath warned you 
■ from the wrath to come ?" &c. Of epicurean sensualists 
He says, " Cast not your pearls Viefore swine, lest they 
trample them under their feet, and turn again to rend 
you." Those of the nations who shall have failed to de- 
monstrate their faith in Him, by kindness shewn to His 
brethren in their captive, frendless, and destitute condition. 
He denounces as the goats, while those who have befriended 
them He identifies with " the flock of His pasture, the 
sheep of His hand." - Those who have remained un- 
enlightened in the midst of nations exalted to heaven in 
(ffivileges, are likened to ou-ls and hats. 
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A fearful account is given of the subversion of the 
Koinan empire, beginning with the^e words, " Come near 
ye nations to hear, and hearken ye people ; let the earth 
hear, and all that is therein ; the world, and all that comes 
forth of it; for the indignation of the Lord is upon all 
nations, and his fury upon all their armies : He liath 
utterly delivered them to the slaughter," &c. " For it is 
the day of the Lord's vengeance for the avenging of Zion. 
and the streams thereof shall be turned into lava, and the 
dust thereof into brimstone ; and the land thereof shall 
become burning lava : it shall not be quenched night nor 
day: the smoke thereof shall ascend for ever, from gene- 
ration to generation it shall lie waste, noneshall pass through 
it any more for ever, bu.t the cormorant and the bittern 
shall possess it; the owl aJso and the raven shall dwell in 
it, and He shall stretch out upon it the line of confuaiim, 
and the stones of delusion.'^ " And thorns shall come up 
in her palaces, jiettles and brambles in the fortresses 
thereof; and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a 
court for owls. The wild beasts o£ the desert shall meet 
with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall call 
to his compiuiion ; the screech owl also shall rest there. 
There shall the great ow/ make her nest, and hatch aad 
gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures 
gathered, every one with her mate." 

These hideous and doleful creatures are the symbols of 
the children of this workl, who hate the light ; who live 
for themselves, and with no reference to the hope set before 
them, as rational, accountable, and immortal beings, 'j'he 
irony is deep, and full of point, for when retributive judg- 
meiit shall have made vacant their places, those hateful 
creatures whose characters they resembled shall 
instead of them. 
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THE ILCMAN lUAMT. 4.7 

" An angel, having great power and glory, shall cry 
mightily, Babylon the Great is fallen, and ia become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of everv foul spirit, and 
the cage of every unclean and hateful bird, because all 
nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her for- 
nication; and the kings of the earth have committed for- 
nication with her; and the merchants of the earth are 
wased rich through the profusion of her delicacies." An- 
other voice follows, " Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues, for her sins have reached unto heaven, and 
God hath called to remembrance her iniquities," &c. 

Individual sins become in the aggregate national. It is 
in vain for persons to limit tlieir observation to themselves 
as isolated beings ; God does not consider them such. His 
Holy Spirit was given not only to convince of inward sins 
but of outward national sins. 

The same light exposes and reproves both at the 
same time. The ground from which man was taken 
was compelled to suffer disgrace with him in his fall: 
it was to yield thorns and thistles, as the curse of 
man's transgression. Again, the earth was implied in 
the judgment which came on the world, when Noah in 
vain preached righteousness, to a generation who had 
corrupted their way, and filled the earth with violence. 
Again, the soil siifl'ered with the inhabitants of the [ilain, 
when righteous Lot was grieved from day to day with the 
pollutions of the wicked. Tiie earth also sympathises with 
the obedient ; it opened its mouth, and swallowed up Corah 
and his self-entitled company : its rocks rent, its graves 
opened, when (he centurian exclaimed, " Truly this 
was a righteous man, — truly Uiis was the Son of 
God .' " And even as the earth was defiaced by t^"* 
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curse which came by the disobedience of tbe 6nt | 
Adam, so shall it be renovated and pronounced " very 
good " by reason of the obedience of the second Adam. 
" There shall be no more curse, but tbe throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and His servants shall 
serYe Him, they shall behold His face, and His name shall 
be in their foreheads; and the nations of those who are 
preserved shall walk in the light of it, and the kings of 
the earth shall bring their glory and honour into it." Thus 
saith the Lonn (of Judea) ; " This land that was desolate 
is become like the garden of Eden," &c. 

COVETOUSNESS. 

Covetousness cannot be expressed by any symbol, it 
a desire, a spiritual obliquity of the will. The eye is ^ 
nerally the medium through which this evil is communU 
cated : hence it is called ^' the lust of the eye ;" and at 
in some constitutions it makes its appeal to the passions of 
the heart, it is elsewhere denominated " the desires of 
flesh and of the mind." 

" Covetousness is idolatry," inasmuch as the object de- 
sired eclipses the first claims of our Creator froni our heas% 
and mind. It was this delusion which the father of li< 
tempted the weaker part of man to desire instead of 
vealed Truth. 

Adam was created in the image of God ; and in order 
that he might approve himself a son and subject of big, 
Creator, a Law was given to be revered by man, his intelli- 
gent creature. Life was annexed to keeping tbe command, 
death was declared the penalty of turning a.side from it. 
The Law revealed what waa good, its light also pointed out 
and forbade that which was evil ; there was perfect free- 
dom in the enjoyment of the good, the restraint was only 
from evil. 
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The fallen angel, who "abode not in the Truth," in- 
fused into the innocent niind of the woman a desire for that 
which the command forbade. He took advantage of tlic 
comment which she added to the precision of the Law, and 
upon this he grounded that misleading gloss with which 
he mystified the command itself. The comment " neither 
shall ye touch it," at once discovered that where the 
inward principle was not recognised, outward regard to 
the Law would yield to temptation. 

The Truth of God was now pledged that death 
should be the consequence of setting aside His holy 
and righteous Law. Satan, the adversary and deceiver, 
well knew the misery into which transgression would 
plunge the human kind, but it was envy that induced 
him to plan their ruin. First he shakes the creature's 
confidence in the integrity of the Creator, by tampering 
with His Word. " And the serpent said unto the 
woman, ye shall not surely die; for God doth know, 
that in the day ye eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be n« gods, knowing good and evil." The 
poison here conveyed was that an independent discernment 
of what man is to chuse and refuse is a higher privilege 
than to be dependent on God's revealed mind and will, for 
this power of knowing good and evil. He beguiled her 
into the idea that to be as gods, to judge, was a more de- 
sirable condition than to be as sons doing the Father's will. 
" The woman saw that the tree seemed good for food, and 
inviting to the eye, and to be desired to make one wise, 
and she took of the fruit thereof." There was a know- 
ledge now gained by erring frum the way of Life, but it 
was the knowledge of evil. Their eyes were opened to be- 
hold their fallen, alienated, helpless condition. Conscious 
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guilt tauglit those who were wont to bask 

their Father's countenance, to shun the condemnation of its 

Light. 

No simple temi in any translation can fully express the 
Hebrew wni. The combineil power of three English 
words are required to convey the idea of the old serpent, 
vifs. charmer, deceiver, liar. Although the visible creature 
was addressed, the curse recognizes the characteristics 
rather than the perishing coil ; the attributes of the serpent 
here denounced are not physical but intellectual ; for when 
Adam designated all the creatures, his knowledge of their 
characters determined his application of their appropriate 
names. 

The curse upon the deceiver illustrates this, " I will 
put enmity between thee and the woman, between thy seed 
and her seed. He shall bruise thy head, and thou ahaJt 
bruise His heel." 

What was this enmity P " The keeping of His com- 
mandments.'" " In this the children of God are manifested, 
and the children of the devil." John iii. 10. 

Obedience characterises " the seed of the woman," and shall 
yet identify " the remnant of her seed who keep the com- 
mandments of God, and the testimony of Jesus." ReVr_ 
xii. 17. It is to be remarked that the ground became il^| 
Tolved in the curse of man's disobedience. Instead fli^| 
spontaneously yielding all that was good for man, its 
natural produce was to be thorns and brambles; while man 
in removing these, and planting and cultivating the itub- 
bom soil, was to eat the bread for which he toiled, by the 
sweat of his brow ; and ultimately return to mingle his 
now mortal body with the dust from whence it was taken. 
It was now become necessary that the transgresBor 
e^uld be thrust out of Eden, where Cherubim and a 
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llaniiiig sword turned every way to guard the way of the 
Tree of Life. There is a deep import in these words, but it 
is only those that hunger and thirst after righteousness 
who shall drink into their spirit, and be filled with re- 
joicing in knowing them. 

The close of revelation suppEes a comment on them 
sufficient to prove that God has not lowered his standard 
of requirement, nor changed his character as a Father and 
King. " Blessed are they that do His commandmentB, 
that they may have a right to the Tree of Life, and enter 
iu through the gates to the city, for without are," &c. &c. 

Achan, through covetousness, together with all that was 
his, was destroyed from the congregation of Israel. Jeze- 
bel and Ahab, the idolatrous king and queen of Israel, 
coveted the field of a neighljour, the dogs licked tlieir 
blood, neither had they the honour of burial. The phari- 
sees derided Christ, whose doctrine was obedience to God's 
Law, and denial of self, because they were cooetuus, de- 
airing the praise of men rather than the praise of God, 
cleaving to temporal gain rather than the true riches. 
Testifying of the wickedness of the people, Micah says ; 
" They covet fields, and take them by violence." David 
saith, " The wicked blesseth the covetous, whom the Lord 
hat£th." The idea is, that although a nation has acquired 
all its resources and power hy coveting and violently 
selling territory, still if a form of religion is preserved, the 
nation may be blessed. Now Scripture expressly declares, 
that wealth or possessions so obtained have the curse at the 
core of their shorUlived prosperity, which in due time shall 
devour the whole system ; while their taking the cloak of 
religion is only the more unpardonable in the sight of God. 
The disciple of Christ is enabled to say, " I have coveted 
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clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands, aiid 
cried with a loud voice, Salvation to our God, which 
sitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb. These are 
they who came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, therefore are they before the Throne of God, and 
serve him day and night, in His sanctuary : and He that 
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them ; they shall 
hunger no more, neither shall they thirst any more, neither 
shall the sun smite them nor any heat, for the Lamb which 
is in the midst of the Throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of water, and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes." 
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THE HUMAN HEART. 



The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked, who can know it ? 

The heart is tbe seatof the affections, and is in its natural 
state full of. evil.* The characteristics of the natural 
heart are often described in the Holy Scriptures, by such 
symbols as nature furnishes. The passions are all in exist- 
ence, although not all called forth. Circumstances tend to 
foster some and to neutralize others; the serpentine are 
active in one constitution, the animal in another. One fre- 
quently predominates as a master-passion, and this gives 
ground for that peculiar designation with which our Lord 
and his apostles frequently distinguished characters. 

When speaking of a crafty, ignoble character, our Lord 
said, " Go ye and tell that fo-v^' &c. He characterises 
those teachers who had a fijrm of religion without its power 
as " wolves in slieep's clothing." Of others he says, " Ye 
serpents, ye generations of vipers, who hath warned you 
■ from the wrath to come ?'^ &c. Of epicurean sensualists 
He saya, " Cast not your pearls l>efore switie, lest they 
trample them under their feet, and turn again to rend 
you." Those of the nations who shall have failed to de- 
monstrate their faith in Him, by kindness shewn to His 
brethren in their captive, frendleas, and destitute condition. 
He denounces as the goals, while those who have befriended 
them He identifies with " the flock of His pasture, the 
sheep of His hand." Those who have remained un- 
enlightened in the midst of nations exalted to heaven in 
privileges, are likened to otcls and bats- 
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A fearful account is given of the subversion of the 
Roman empire, beginning with these words, " Conje near 
ye nations to hear, and hearken ye people ; let the earth 
hear, and all that is therein ; the world, and all tliat conies 
forth of it; for the indignation of the Lord is upon all 
nations, and his fury upon alt their armies: He bath 
utterly delivered them to llie slaughter," &c. " For it is 
the day of the Lord's vengeance for the avenging of Zion, 
and the streams thereof shall be turned into lava, and the 
dust thereof into brimstone ; and the land thereof shall 
become burning lava; it shall not be quenched night nor 
day: the smoke thereof shall ascend for ever, from gene- 
ration to generation it shall lie waste, noneshall pass through 
it any more for ever, but the cormorant and the bittern 
shall possess it ; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in 
it, and He shall stretch out upon it the line of cotifusion. 



and the stones of delusion."' " And thorns shall coi 
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in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortressei 
thereof; and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a 
court for owls. The wild beasts of the desert shall meet 
with the wild beasts of the island, and the saft/r shall call 
to his companion ; the screech owl also shall rest there. 
There shall the great owl make her nest, and hatch and 
gather under her shadows there shall the vultures be 
gathered, every one with her mate." 

These liideous and doleful creatures are the symbols of 
the children of this world, who hate the light ; who liv« 
fijr themselves, and with do reference to the hope set befort 
them, as rational, accountable, and iuiniortal beings. Th« 
irony is deep, and full of point, for when retributive judg- 
ment shall have made vacant their places, those hateful 
creatures whose characters they resembled shall reign 
instead of them. 
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* An angel, having great power and glory, shall cry 
mightily, Babylon the Great is fallen, and is become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and 
the cage of every unclean and hateful bird, because all 
nations have drunk of the wine of the wratJi of her for- 
nication; and the kings of the earth have committed for- 
nicatioTi with her ; and the merchants of the earth are 
waxed rich through the profusion of her delicacies." An- 
other voice follows, " Come out of her, my people, that 
ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of 
her plagues, for her sins have reachett unto heaven, and 
God hath called to remembrance her iniquities,'" &c. 

Individual sins become in the aggregate national. It is 
in vain for persons to limit their observation to themselves 
as isolated beings ; God does not consider them such. His 
Holy Spirit was given not only to convince of inward sins 
but of outward national sins. 

The same light exposes and reproves both at the 
same time. The ground from which man was taken 
was compelled to suffer disgrace with him in his fall: 
it was to yield thorns and thistles, as the curse of 
man's transgression. Again, the earth was implied in 
the judgment which came on the world, when Noah in 
vain preached righteousness, to a generation who had 
corrupted their way, and filled the earth with violence. 
Again, the soil suffered with the inhabitants of the plain, 
when righteous Lot was grieved from day to day with the 
pollutions of the wicked. The earth also sympathises with 
the obedient ; it opened its mouth, and swallowed up Corah 
and his self-entitled company : its rocks rent, its graves 
opened, when fhe centurian exclaimed, " Truly this 
was a righteous man, — truly this was the Son of 
God ! " And even as the earth was de&ced by that 
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curse which came by the disobedience of the first 
Adam, so shall it be renovated and pronounced " very 
good " by reason of the obedience of the second Adam. 
" There shall be no more curse, but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and His servants shall 
serve Him, they shall behold His face, and His name shall 
be in their foreheads; and the nations of those who are 
preserved shall walk in the light of it, and the kings of 
the earth shall bring their glory and honour into it." Thus 
saith the Lord (of Judea) ; " This land that was desolate J 
is become like the garden of Eden," &c. 



COVETOUSNESS. 

Covetousness cannot be expressed by any symbol, 
a desire, a spiritual obliquity of the will. The eye is 
nerally the medium through which this evil is commi 
cated : hence it is called "the lust of the eye;" and 
in some constitutions it makes its appeal to the passions 
the heart, it is elsewhere denominated '* the desires of th^' 
flesh and of the mind." 

" Covetousness is idolatry,'' inasmuch as the object der 
sired eclipses the first claims of our Creator from our heatf 
and mind. It was this delusion which the father of Hem 
tempted the weaker part of man to desire instead of re- 
vealed Truth. 

Adam was created in the image of God ; and in order 
that he might ajiprove himself a son and subject of his 
Creator, a Law was given to be revered by man. bis intelli- 
gent creature. Life was annexed to keeping the command, 
death was declared the penalty of turning aside from it. ' 
The Law revealed what wa£good, its light also pointed out ' 
and forbade that which was evil ; there was perfect free- 
dom in the enjoyment nf the good, the restraint was only 
Jmm evil. 
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The fallen angel, who "abode not in the Truth,'" in- 
fused into the innocent mind of the woman a desire for that 
which the command forbade. He took advantage of the 
comment which she added to the precision of the Law, and 
upon this he grounded that misleading gloss with which 
he mystified the command itself. The comment " neither 
shall ye touch it," at once discovered that where the 
inward principle was not recognised, outward regard to 
the Law would yield to temptation. 

The Truth of God was now pledged that death 
should be the consequence of setting aside His holy 
and righteous Law. Satan, the adversary and deceiver, 
well knew the misery into which transgression would 
plunge the human kind, but it was envy that induced 
him to plan their ruin. First he shakes the creature's 
confidence in the integrity of the Creator, by tampering 
with His Word. " And the serpent said unto the 
womati, ye shall not surely die ; for GotI doth know, 
that in the day ye eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.'" The 
poison here conveyed was that an independent discernment 
of what man is to chuse and refuse is a higher privilege 
than to be dependent on God's revealed mind and will, for 
this power of knowing good and evil. He beguiled her 
into the idea that to be as gods, to judge, was a more de- 
sirable condition than to be as sons doing the Father's will. 
" The woman saw that the tree seemed good for food, and 
inviting to the eye, and to be desired to make one wise, 
and she took of the fruit thereof," There was a know- 
ledge now gained by erring from the way of Life, but it 
was the knowledge of evil. Their eyes were opened to be- 
hold their fallen, alienated, helpless condition. Conscious 
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curse which came by the disobedience of the first I 
Adam, so shall it be renovated and pronounced " verjr 
good " by reason of the obedience of the second Adam^ | 
" There shall be no more curse, but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and His servants shall 
serve Him, they shall behold His face, and His name shall 
be in their foreheads; and the nations of those who are 
preserved shall walk in the light of it, and the kings of 
the earth shall bring their glory and honour into it." Thus 
saith the Lord (of Judea) ; " This land that was desolate j 
is become like the garden of Eden," &c. 



Covetousness cannot be expressed by any symbol, it 
a desire, a spiritual obliquity of the will. The eye is gotl 
nerally the medium through which this evil is commi 
cated : hence it is called "the lust of the eye;" and 
in some constitutions it maVes its appeal to the passions 
the heart, it is elsewhere denominated " the desires of tb^^ 
flesh and of the mind." 

" Covetousness is idolatry," inasmuch as the object d^ 
sired eclipses the first claims of our Creator from our heart 
and mind. It was this delusion which the father of lies 
tempted the weaker part of man to desire instead of r©» 
vealed Truth. 1 

Adam was created in the image of God ; and in order 
that he might a)>prove himself a son and subject of his 
Creator, a Law was given to be revered by man. his intelli- 
gent creature. Life was annexed to keeping the command, 
death was declared the penalty of turning aside from it. 
The Law revealed what was good, its bght also pointed out 
and forbade that which was evil ; there was perfect 
dom in the enjoyment nf the good, the restraint w, 
from evil. 
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The fallen angel, who " abode not in the Truth," in- 
fused into the innocent mind of the woman a desire for that 
which the command forbade. He took advantage of the 
comment which she added to the precision of the Law, and 
upon this he grounded that misleading gloss with which 
he mystified the command itself. The comment " neither 
shall ye touch it," at once discovered that where the 
inward principle was not recognised, outward regard to 
the Law would yield to temptation. 

The Truth of God was now pledged that death 
should be the consequence of setting aside His holy 
and righteous Law. Satan, the adversary and deceiver, 
well knew the misery into which transgression would 
plunge the human kind, but dt was envy that induced 
him to plan their ruin. First he shakes the creature's 
confidence in tlie integrity of the Creator, by tampering 
with Hia Word. " And the serpent said unto the 
woman, ye shall not surely die^ for God doth know, 
that in the day ye eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing gootl and evil." The 
poison here conveyed was that an independent discernment 
of what man is to chuse and refuse is a higher privilege 
than to be dependent on God's revealed mind and will, for 
this power of knowing good and evil. He beguiled her 
into the idea that to be as gods, to judge, was a more de- 
sirable condition than to be as sons doing the Father's will. 
" The woman saw that the tree seemed gootl for food, and 
inviting to the eye, and to be desired to make one wise, 
and she took of the fruit thereof." There was a know- 
ledge now gained by erring from the way of Life, but it 
was the knowledge of evil. Their eyes were o^jened to be- 
hold their fallen, alienated, helpless condition. Conscious 
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to scorn the truth that denounced, and the faith that be- 
lieved that the heavens should be shut up, and yield no 
rain to Israel if they forsook the Lord and served the gods 
of the nations. The language of their heart was : " We 
are all idolaters, and there is rain and dew to nourish the 
fruits of the earth." Then it was that Elijah, jealous fat 
his God, stood forth and cried : " As the Lord God of 
Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not ht' 
dew nor rain these years, but according to my word." 
But while he was zealous for the Law of his God in the 
nation, he was equally scrupulous in obeying it himself, 
else he would have had no power to plorify God. It was 
by command he went during the drought to live by the 
brook Cereth ; and when that also dried up, he went 
by command to Serephath to be sustained. It was on tlie 
faith of God's power through obedience, that he saidcl 
" Make me a little cake Srst, and after make for thee aodT 
for thy son, for thus saith the Lord God of Israel : Th( 
barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruise [ 
oil fail until the day that the Lokd sendeth rain upon t! 
earth," 

It was no personal desire for fame or credit, but an e^ 
single to God's glory, which at the destruction of Jezebel't 
prophets led him thus to express himself to the searcher 
of hearts: ''Loud God of Abraham and of Isr^ael, let it 
be known this day that thou art Israel's God, and that I 
am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at 
thy word. Hear me, O Lord, iiear me, that this pet^Le 
may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou ha»t 
recalled their hearts. Then the fire of the Lord fell," S:c. 

" Be ye angry and sin not ; let not the sun go down 
upon your wrath." Take care that no hatred arise from 
[ anger. If your neighbour has acted sinfully. 



Kfa Borry for it, and aska your for^veness, refuse it not. " If 
he repents, forgive him." Confidence is not an oifection ; 
it is not, therefore, in the nature of things to restore the 
cMinfidence which has been abused or betrayed. Time is 
required to re-assure the affection which has been wounded 
in being too credulous. Nevertheles,s, " when thine enemy 
hungers, feed him ; when he thirsts, give him drink." 
" Overcome evil with good." 

The disciples of Christ, were once desirous of resenting 
a personal affront, which was offered by the Samaritans, 
who because His face was directed towards Jerusalem, would 
not receive his ministration. 

" Lord," said they, " shall we command fire to come 
down from Heaven, and destroy them as Ebjah did?" 
How different the spirit which proved Elijah to be jealons 
for God's glory ; and theirs to be resentful of a personal 
affront. But Jesus said : " Ye know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of, for the Son of Man is not come to destroy 
men's lives, but to save them." 

When He comes in flanung fire, taking vengeance, it 
will be for no sin against the Son of Man — that can be 
and is forgiven ; but for not doing the will of His Father, 
for not believing in the Light of His Word, whose fire 
shall judge them in the last day. 

Anger, wrath, and malice never rage so fiercely as when 
contending for party opinions. In persecuting Christ's 
practical disciples, they think they do God service, as well 
as when they encounter any adverse sect, who also are 
ready to suffer martyrdom for opinion's sake. 

The false zeal which has been enlisted in defence of 
party opinion, has, from time to time, deluged the Roman 
empire with blood, and has since constituted Christendom 
a Babel of hostile feeling and conflicting factions. Such as 
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acknowledge the divinity and atonement of Jesus Christ, 
instead of associating with those who do err from this truih 
. converting them from their error by demonstrating the 

^^H good fruits in their character of a clearer view of tber^^H 

^^H character of Christ, act upon that sentiment, which is fl^^^f 

t^^ intolerably offensive to God, as a sickening smoke is to oui^^H 

] sense of smelling. " Stand by and come not near me, faV^^| 

I am holier than thou." An exclusive party thus sep».^^| 
i rated from other denominations, is a self-deception; the^^H 

tares and wheat still grow together ; the tares may rest 
in the merit of knowing these two orthodox points 
concerning the Son, and yet not do the will of his 
Father. 

What think ye ? A certain man had two sons, and he 
c&mc to the first saying : " Son, go tcor/c to-day in my 
vineyard." The son replied: " I will not;" but after- 
ward repented and went. He also came to the second, 
saying the same. His reply was: " I go, Sir;" but went 
not. Whether of the two did the will of his father?" 
Many an exclusive in that day, shall say, " Lord, Lord!" 
" have I not done this and that in honour of thy 
divine atonement ?" To whom he will answer : " 1 nevc4 
knew you. Depart from me ye workers of iniquity." 
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Self is the god of the sensualist- All that is thought, 
spoken, done, is with this object of unwearieil attention 
and regard in view. The youth who discovers an early 
disposition to consult his own will, and taste, and ease, i 
enjoyment in every thing, bids fair to Iwcnme a gross i 
intellectual animal; he will he a sordid character, I 
slave of his passions; his will be ignoble pursuits, baw 
enjoyments, and dishonourable gains. To expect thai 
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1 acquaintance with the light 
which purifies and exalts ; knowing that it at the same 
time exposes and reproves all his actions, were as vain as 
to expect that a bat, whose nature is to grub in the dark, 
can love the blessed light of day, with which in perception 
or pursuit it has nothing in common. 

" Their mind a wilderness for want of care ; 
" The plough of wisdom never entered there." 
They are as ignorant of the chief end of man as the brutes 
that perish. Their intellect is employed in the mysteries 
of the cookery book, in the combination of flavours, or 
in the science of the toilet. Gross sin requires only the 
veil of sentiment to render it alluring to their senses. The 
refinement of these libels on the character of man is all in 
their taste. They are enamoured of vice, but it must be 
attired in the captivating drapery of taste, sentiment, and 
fashion. Large cities swarm with such, whether in their 
grovelling or butterfly modifications; whether creeping 
from the means to the end, or fluttering from vanity to 
vanity like the thoughtless thing they resemble. 

The eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth. Self- 
knowledge he has none. The wise heathen maxim, ' know 
thyself,' is lost upon him. Lik« the deaf adder, he shuts 
his ear from the voice of admonitory wisdom, charm she 
ever so wisely. 

The apostle enjoins temperance. " Let your mode- 
ration be known to all men." This moderation in modeni 
times is, in many instances, even in what is termed the 
religious world, transferred from its original applica- 
tion, namely, the things of this world to the things wliicli 
belong to our eternal peace. Here a lamentable iiiotlera- 
tion prevails ; while much superfluous extravagance con- 
tradicts the apostolic injunction. The wants of nature are 
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few, simple, and easily supplied ; and in habitual tempe- 
rance there is great reward ; for nut only is the body thus 
preserved, from languor, disease, and suffering, but the 
mind is sustained iit healthful vigour, with no inter- 
cepting cloud to withliold communion with spiritual reali- 
ties. On the contrary, to abuse by intemperance those 
things which are only of benefit to man in a temperate 
use of them, is to lay up a store of physical as well as 
moral evil, for the time that now is, and that which is to 
come, 

" Who hath redness of eyes, who hath babbling and 
wounds without cause? They that tarry long at the 
wine," &c. Who hath sleepless nights, and a diseased 
mind and body ? They that wallow in luxury, whose 
god is their belly. " Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked ; tliey that sow to the flesh, shall reap corrup- 
tion." An invisible asp Inrks in the wine-cup, to sting 
the voluptuary, while diseases of everj- form are 
bushed in their vitiated viands. Nobility of chan 
was never associated with the characteristics of an 
cure or a glutton. The sensualist, who is described 
our Lord as awakening in hell from his sensual drei 
is rot accused of any positive brcacli of the law of God, oF 
any positive oppression of man ; but he fared sumptuously 
every day, while he neglected to relieve the wants of a 
poor child of God, who desired the refuse of his table. 
Another sensualist is represented as saying, " Soul, take 
thine ease ; eat, drink, and be merry, for thou h»st much 
store laid up for many years :" to whom Got! replies, 
" Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be required of thee ; 
for whom, then, has thou provided these things ?" An 
attempt to draw the attention of such worldlings to the 
enlightening and exalting searcli of Truth were as inconsi- 
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derate as to throw pearls befoi-c swine, in the hope that by 
a miraculous change of disposition they would appreciate 
their value : both animals must be left to wallow in their 
congenial mire. O fallen man ! who, seeing thy wreck 
and ruin, thine inglorious slavery, thy sordid pursuits, 
would for one moment question that human nature and 
intellect in thee have sunk beneath animal instinct, wliich 
seeks that which is adapted to its wants, and avoids what- 
ever is hurtful. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master's crib; the stork and tlie swallow know their times 
and seasons ; but the children of this world know not the 
indications whicli forewarn their judgment. 

What a puny creature is one of these modems placed 
by the side of the heathen nobles, who, according to the 
light of nature, acted consistently. How great their minds; 
how sound their understandings; how just, how disin- 
terested, how faithful, how simple, yet how dignified. Now, 
alas ! how little, how feeble, how capricious, how selfish, 
how faithless, how elaborate, yet how mean. If the light 

perverted into darkness, how great that darkness ! 



Not slothful in business, but fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord," is an injunction exemplified in the lives of Christ 
and his apostles. Sloth is a base and degrading charac- 
teristic of the natural heart. Man in a barbarous state is 
slothful. Activity of mind and body are the characteris- 
tics of the new creature, who by the Word and spirit is 
renewed into the image of Christ. Health, time, means, 
and every other gift are considered a loan to be improved 
by industry, so that when an account of our steward- 
ship is required, we may not be found unprofitable 
servants. 
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The sluggard is admonished to " go to the ant," io order 
to receive instruction and reproof. The bees are a wise 
cotnmunity ; they are careful to lay up store for the time 
to come. 

However shameful is this disposition, and however deplo> 
rable are its results to society, there is a much more com- 
mon manifestation of it in that sphere of duty which man, 
as a rational and accountable being, was intended to adorn. 
There are thousands of the children of this world as active 
and wise in making temporal provision for the future aa 
the ants and the bees, who nevertheless are sluggards when 
the interests of their souls are concerned ; they have fallen 
asleep, and dream that without striving to enter into the 
narrow way, they shall be translated to the joy to which 
this avenue of much tribulation leads; that, without hnock- 
ing, the door of mercy will fly open to receive them ; tbat» 
without seeking, they shall find eternal life ; that, icithoat 
Jighiing, they shall be crowned as conquerors ; that, tritk' 
outrunning, they shall gain the prize; that, without dott^ 
the Wilt of Hig Fath&ry they shall be acknowledged hf.. 
Christ, as soon as they accost him with their devout lail>j 
guage of " Lord ! Lord !" 

The acknowledgment of faith in Christ by the slothful 
man, is denied by his conduct ; that is not faith, but delu- 
sion, which works not by love. Time must be redeemed ; 
it must not be suffered to run to waste. Every energy of 
soul, mind, and body ought to be put in requisitioD in 
serving the Lord, seeing there is no repentance or work 
the grave. Be intreated to let the things which blind 
intoxicate be set aside in health and vigour ; for at t1 
approach of death, like the spider's airy web, they are bn>. 
ken and dissolved. Your Judge is not arbitrary, but 
righteous ; he does not seek to reap where he never sowed; 
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but llie seed of the Word was sowed in your land, and he 
looks for the fruits of the Spirit in you. Your Judge is 
not an austere and rigorous enforcer of that which he 
would not touch with his finger; He is a generous bene- 
factor ; He gave his life to put you in a condition to be- 
come heirs together with him of that life which, through 
conquest in the way of obedience, lie earned. It is the 
Lamb of God, who is made wroth by your doing despite 
to his grace, which ought to lead you to repentance. 

They who came under the judgment of the Law in the 
time of Moses were infinitely less culpable ; they suffered 
under the testimony of three witnesses; theycould from jus- 
tice appeal to mercy ; from the justice of the lawgiver to 
his grace ; but there is no appeal from slighted love, that 
cannot befriend, which you have converted into an accuser. 

You are then taught, but too late, tliat not the ignorant, 
but privileged unbelievers, hypocrites, liars, he, are ex- 
cluded from those blessings which the virtue of Christ^E 
obedience had jMwer to procure for the world. Your name, 
as one for whom Christ died, was in the book of life ; but in 
rejecting the love which brought salvation, He shall blot 
your name out of the book of life. " He that overcometh 
shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot his 
name out of the book of life ; but I will confess his name 
in the presence of my Father and the lioly angels." 







THK HUMAN REAKT. 

This heart represents one who has had a eight of death n 
and judgment. Many must be laid on beds of sickness 
before they permit themselves to think on this alarming 
subject. When the sinner, conscious of guilt, expects to 
be launched into a new and eternal state of existence, for 
which he has made no preparation, the things of the world, 
which so absorbed his mind, recede from his view, and 
leave the parting soul, as it were, a stranger, shrini 
from an imdiscovered state. 

The Holy Spirit is ever ready to act in concert with the 
first emotion of contrition and repentance. Sometimes a 
continued will to sin repels and quenches the strivings of 
the Spirit of Truth, which like a kind friend would 1^ 
open the dark cells of the heart to its enlightening and 
regenerating influence. In other cases the Spirit is ad- 
mitted and its stay secured by using the appointed nwans 
for growing in grace. 

It is in vain to dream tliat the influence of the S|ttTlt 
should produce the desired efTects on the heart and mind, 
without the co-operation of the affections and the will. 
When the ploughshare of affliction has deeply impressed 
the heart, its softened affections will receive the truths of 
revelation. They take root in the understanding, and j4eld 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness, , 

Watchfulness and prayer are equally necessary, as the, 
means of guarding the heart against the readmission of iti 
former guests. " Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation." If these duties on our part could be dis- 
pensed witli, why are they so solemnly and repeatedly urged 
upon us by our Heavenly Father P Would he say, '* My 
Mon, give mc thine heart," if it were not in our ]wwcr (o 
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give or withhold its affections from Him, their legitimate 
object of devotion ? Would he bid us " cease to do evil, 
and learn to do well," if we were considered by Him as 
passive machines ? Would he, as if in mockery, say, " Ye 
will not come unto me, that ye might have life," if we could 
not come, by reason of His arbitrary preordination ? What 
means the generd invitation, " Whoever will, let him come 
and take of the water of life freely ?" Can we, then, or 
will we not come? The invitation is general, but it is 
limited to those who have ears to hear. It is only for those 
who accept the terms of it ; and as these involve subjection 
of the will, obedience from the heart, and renunciation oi 
self in every fonii, few will be chosen, although many are 
called. 

A death-bed repentance, as it is called, is a miserable 
delusion. Health and vigour were spent in the sei-vice of 
the devil, the world, and the flesh, and that under a solemn 
engagement to renounce them ; and now the dregs of a life 
of sin are, in the spirit of fear, not of love, offered to Him 
who bought us to His service. Filial love, not slavish fear, 
can be accepted by Hiin, whose love for us was so generous. 
Your conduct proves that you thought Christ had bo- 
eorne a pander to transgression, not that he came to 
redeem unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Shall the mere confession which fear has extorted 
from alarmed consciousness serve as a pass|x>rt to the 
society of those who have fought the good fight, and 
obtained the victory over those very enemies who had the 
mastery over your mind, and whom you have honoured 
amrobeyed ? 

Why is the gospel hid ,'' The god of this world hath 
bliude<l their hearts; they have lieeu led captive by him at 
his will. The case of the pardoned thief is \vi precedent ; 
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he bdkved in Christ as soon as he knew him ; both 
knowledge of, and his faith in Him, as a Saviour, wer 
the last hour of his life. Had he known him sooner, 
would not have broken His law. Gratitude to the 
deemer would have constrained him to obey ; for this 
lam* alone could not do. 
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The third heart exhibits a more advanced stage (if tiiu 
new life. Much now depends on using the mcuns for 
growing in grate. The Word of God is the bread of the 
new creature's life. He must receive doily bread. Vigi- 
lance and watchfulness against the surprisals of temptation, 
and a constant spirit of prayer, are essential to our pro- 
gress. 

We are not to restrict prayer to asking, — soraetinics 
when you are acquainted with God you will be thanking 
Him in prayer. It is for want of knowitig God, and the 
endearing manifestations of His love to his children, that 
so few prayers of thanksgiving are attesting that we can 
call Him our Father. Ten lepers begged liard to \k 
healed, but only one of the ten returned thanks for 
cure.. 
le study of the revealed mind of God, prayer, and 
:hfulness, are a threefold cord which the enemy cannot 
ireak ; thus the Spirit not being resisted, carries on the 
work of regeneration, imtil the babe attains the stature of 
.1 perfect man in Christ. 

But if the windows of the soul are, as it were, closed 
wilfully against the reforming light and energy of the 
spirit, it will cease to strivC) the conscience will become 
seared; and the poor Esau sells his future inheritance for 
a present gratification of the animal nature. It is not 
they who run well for a time, but they that nvt 
»hall be crowned. 
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The fourth Heart represents one of whom the risen 
Redeemer saith, " I know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot. I would thou wert cold or hot; so then 
because thou art lukewarm, I will cast thee out." Such 
an one relying on the atonement and righteousness of Christ 
as a discharge from obedience, virtually saith, " I am rich 
and encreased witli goods, and have need of nothing," Stc- 
His character is nevertheless poor, wretclied, miserable^ 
blind, and naked ; his is the unproductive faith of <le\-il:if 
who know historically and theoretically the divine and 
human nature of Christ, and yet for want of love aiA 
obedience are not saved. Such are counselled to bujmfv 
Him gold tried in the fire, that they may be ricb, 
white raiment that they may be clotlied, and that j 
shame of their nakedness do not appear. 

Such persons pass through the mechanical businee 
religion with great punctuality. They idolize the 
nances without being able to discern their use and meani 
Even the Scriptures are occasionally read, but their I 
vourite commentators must guide them through 
appears to inexperienced -vision, deep waters, and ioacce^ 
sible mountains. This character has the dead name and 
form of religion, the living spirit is wanting. The pecviUar 
set of opinions they have adopted were lianded down f 
their forefathers, just like any other property. They a 
called Protestants because centuries before some one | 
tested against certain glaring corruptions; but any c 
ruptioa may exist under tlie Protestant nanie. They sha 
that light which exposes and reproves injustice, fraud, , 
oppression, wherever they appear. " Cleanse your bai 
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ye sinners, purify your hearts" ye double-minded, be 
afflicted and mourn and lament, until ye are able to say, 
** Lord, what wilt thou have me to do.*" This being the 
sincere prayer of a contrite heart, the answer is " Sell that 
thou hast, take up the cross, and follow me.^ 
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he believed in Christ as scx)n as he knew him ; both his 
knowledge of, and his faith in Him, as a Saviour, were at 
the last hour of his life. Had he known him sooner, he 
would not have broken His law. Gratitude to the Re- 
deemer would have constrained him to obey ; for this His 
law alone could not do. 




f of your 
e a dnd 6ddi, whetber undo- 
He win oat inquire under 
lA^leidfr jM umk. ji— «lf XoC tubormzy faToutidou 
JkaM Jk^t^mc ^k liam *d Ac BaDaos as the goaU st his 
IirA,«lW AecpMkwn^fand: dvir own oc/ioiu will 
■iHl ii|,rihiiwlj iMJ iImwIii Hii ii In ilialli eUrnaL 

liar Idvc, im Ihe waai <^ k, to Him, expressed to hu 
■nUcicd *"*'j^ dnD be iBide Uv wuualing can-st*. 

llnB is &eaBljn& ground fion wfajdi lo coositJer the 
Jai i un of gi^ce mtd A«t re p r u ba ri nn to which the seed of 
die Hxpest are appomted nost ri^teouslj. 

Fnim the jodgmenli-sest <tf Cfaiist look back oQ the two 
dasaa cf cbsiact^ to whidt the same Light and truth were 
given ; the condonnatian is in the rejection of it by one, 
and is the acceptance of it by another. In the language 
of the apoetle be entreat to make your calling and elec- 
tion sure ; " giving all diligerux, to add to your faith vir- 
tne, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to tem- 
perance patience, to patience gtxBinesB, to godtioess bro- 
therly kindness, to brotherly kindness charity ; for if such 
thingfi be in you and abound, they make you Ibat ye shaO 
neither be unsound nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is 
bUnd and cannot see the end, and hath forgotten that he 
won purged from his old sins. Wherefore rather, brethren, 
give dilU/ence, to make your calling and election sure; for 
jfyo do these things ye shall never fail ; for thus an entrance 
shall be iiiiniKtered unto you abundandy into the everlast- 
ing king<IuRi of ouv Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore I 
wutild not ln' negligent to put you always in mind of th«» 
things." The latter clause of the apostolic injunctiim u 
ptit in the fonn of a question: " Do you knotr ibav 
thing" f Are you eHtaUinhed in this truth ?" 
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This Heart exhibits that state of hopeless apostacy 
which is characterised in Holy Writ by the imagery of 
" Trees twice dead, plttcked up hy the roots.'" 

They have as it were trodden under foot the means 
which God had appointed for their salvation ; and they 
have done despite to His Spirit of grace. " There remains 
therefore no more sacrifice for sin, but a fearful looking 
for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which shall devour 
the adversaries." It is impossible to renew them unto re- 
pentance again ; seeing they crucify afresh the Lord of 
Glory, and put Him to open ahame. An expressive figure 
is used to illustrate this ; " the earth which drinketh oft 
the rain that cometh upon it, and bringelh forth herbs 
meet for those who cultivate it, receiveth the blessing 
from God, but that which beareth thorns and briars is re- 
jected, and is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned." 

Our Heavenly Teacher illustrated the hopeless condition 
of the backslider by a parable. The evil spirit which had 
been expelled by the momentary admission of the Spirit of 
Truth, is represented as going about seeking rest, and 
finding none (for the bricked caimot rest, but are like the 
sea whose surges cast up mire and dirt) ; he saith, I will re- 
turn to the abode from whence I was expelled. The evil 
spirit well knew that if he should be admitted after the 
knowledge of Christ, he would have rest, for it would then 
impossible to dislodge him. 

i^lie evil spirit seized a fit opportunity when the man was 
lis guard ; he gained admittance to the heart which 
formerly been his polluted habitation, but which was 
now empty, swept, and garnished. Not only its native evil 
passions were gone, but it was free from any trace of them; 
even adorned by some spiritual gifts and graces 
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instead of tliem. Hon- larncntable that at such a stage of 
advancement, the man should be a "cast-away." Not 
from any pre-ordination, not from any arbitrary refusal of 
the good Spirit to proceed in this renovating work, but be- 
cause of resisting, quenching, dwng despite to the Spirit, 
because of admitting instead of repelling temptation, be- 
cause of laying aside instead of putting on the whole armour 
of God. Seven spirits more wicked tlian his natural 
passions take possession of tlie backslider's heart, and the 
last state of that man is worse than the first. 

It is strange that a truth so plainly taught by Christ and 
his apostles should be gainsdyed ; and yet is it not plainly 
declared, " that men shall turn away their ear from sound 
doctrine, and be turned unto notions." Those things 
which happened to Israel we are plainly taught were en- 
samples to us, and for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come.'" Paul shews that privileges unim- 
proved defeat the end which is salvation. He says to the 
Hebrews, brethren, " I would uot have you ignorant that 
all our forefathers were under the cloud, and all pawsed ■ 
through the sea, and all were baptized unto MoMM in thel 
cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the same tpirilual^ 
meat, and did all drink of tJte same spiritual drink (n liicli 
was Christ the Rock who followed them); but with many 
of them Got! was displeased, for they were destroyed io 
the wilderness,'" " wherefore let him that thitAeth ha 
atnndeth take heed lest he fall." 

We have an eminent illustration of this in the case of 
Judas, who was one of the chosen twelve ; one of tboae 
on whom Christ breathed, saying, " Receive ye the Holy 
Spirit ;" one of those to wlioin He gave [xiwer to heal all 
(lisouHcs, and to cast out the spirits of darkness : and aiW 
all Juduft who preucheil to otiiers was himself a cast-away. 
The wralli of Go<l bums unqucnchably ; but not for the 
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' The heart of the well-educated philosopher exhibits the 
Bubjugation of tlic meaner passions by the power of reason 
and philosophy. The study and love of science, history, 
languages, and works of master-minds, have contributed to 
cultivate his mind and refine his intellectual taste. Every 
thing base in principle, and gross in manners, shocks and 
disgusts him; he is as far removed from the grade of the 
sensualist as the lion is from that of tlie mole. Both are 
unregenerated animal nature ; but the one has in his stu- 
dies and pursuits recognized mind, and the other body 
alone. 

But after all with this contempt of every ignoble pur- 
suit and sordid action, the splendid edifice of morals, taste, 
and imagination, which the philosopher has raised to im- 
mortalize his name, is built on a sandy foundation ; his 
own unrenewed will and affections being the only security 
of its existence. When all is calm sunshine, it wears its 
imposing aspect on high, as if it claimed the admiration of 
every eye ; but the wintry stomas of adversity — of bereave- 
ment — of disease, beat upon it ; and not being founded 
uptHi the Rock of Ages, it falls. Adversity finds the the- 
orist unprefwral for its bitter practical experience — be- 
reavement of his idols, incurably lacerates his lieart. He 
becomes disgusted with life and society. His fine and 
susceptible mind, whose powers had been quickened by 
cultivation in that intellectual sphere which he unduly 
prized, has lost the objects on which his affections centered; 
he sinks under the weight of his visitation; he is the 
prey of melant-holy, or subsides into a gloomy i 
thropliy. When the discipline of the Creator secures its 
design in turning such characters from tlie love of idols tO' 
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the love of their first Benefactor, to whom they are bound 
hy every tie of duty, aiFectiori, and gratitude, they become 
burning and shining lights to the world ; such an one was 
Saul of Tarsus — such an one was Moses. 

What is the vaunted name of philosopher but a. 
They are theorists ; but practical philosophy 
trated by true believers, and that in every rank 
society. The poor child of penury has here far out-d( 
the proud philosopher, his pliilosophy did not forsake, 
but fortify him at the hour of death. What is philosophy? 
Is it not to be resigneil and contented under every vici&- 
situde of fortune ? Is it not to be possessed of that niag- 
nanimity of soul which is neither elated with prosperity 
nor depressed by adversity ? Is it not to meet death un- 
dismayed, not with stoical insensibility of hia terrors, but 
with the conviction that the Redeemer has deprived death 
of its sting, and the grave of its triumph ? Is it not witt 
the dark valley full in view, and when about to leave 
nature clings to in this world, to be able to say : " I kn 
in whom I have believed, and that he is able to keep that 
which I hare committed to him against the Great Day^ 

Our Lord informs us, that which is highly enteemed 
among men (in philosophy and every other mere profes- 
sifyn) is abomination in the sight of God. However amiable 
and accomplished the philosopher may be, God accounts 
him an ungrateful, wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 
naked rebel, having a heart at enmity with revealed Truth. 
God has appointed that Jesus Christ shall be the way 
through whom all must come; but the philosopher, like 
the sceptical Syrian, aays of his unsanctiHed attainments, 
are not Abna and Pharpar, rivers in Damascus, better than 
the waters of Israel P God cannot look without abhc^- 
rence on a heart in which the evil passions still exist, hcnr- 
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ever subdued they may be, while he has offered to bestow 
a 'power which is capable of ewpelling them ; and nothing 
but a renewed heart he can own or behold with compla- 
cency. Unless ye be bom again^ O miscalled philosopher, 
ye cannot enter into the kingdom of Grod: other foun- 
dation can no man lay than that which is laid, Christ 
Jesus. The ordeal which God has appointed to try men^s 
works in the latter day, will reveal whether they have 
raised on it those sterling virtues, and graces, which 
are compared to gold and precious stones, or those vain 
theories which are the creatures of their own device, and 
which, like wood, hay and stubble, are in their very nature 
unprofitable but as fuel to the fire. To the philosopher 
as well as to the sordid slaves of their passions, the call is, 
^^ Awake thou that sleepest ! arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light !^^ 
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The Ilcait which has become a shrine for the Iluly 
Spirit, holds communion with the Father and the Son, 
having peace and joy in believing I 

The will and alTeclionB are changed into obedience and 
gratitude. The fruit of the Holy Spirit admits not of 
counterfeit. Love is the seal of its alliance to the Holy 
One ; and the bond whicli unites the new creature to his 
whole ransomed family above, and on earth. 

" Jf ye love mej" saith the Redeemer, " keep my rom- 
mandments."" Happy they whose hearts are thus renewed 
after the image of the second Adam ! Newness of life 
bears witness that they are indeed the children of God, 
They tnist with implicit confidence in the guidance of thfir 
glorified Head. His will prompts every action ; dictates 
every enterprizc ; regulates every wish. Was he crucified 
to the world, which lieth in the Wicked One ? Was be 
cold to its applause ; regardless of its censure ; dead to its 
attractions ? So are his members. Was he made perfect 
by suffering ? So are they. Did he bear witness to Truth, 
regardless of personal consequence ? So do they. Was he 
reproached without a cause? So are they. The servant! 
are as their Lord. I 

Wouldst thou be acknowledged,dear youth, by thy Lobb 
when he comes surrounded with hosts of holy angels, to 
be the admiration of all who believed His testimony ! 
Wouldst tliou participate in the glory then to be revealed? 
Wouldst thou wear a crown which shall never pass frwn 
thee P Seekest thou to be one of those who shall be the first- 
fruits ofthefirst resurrcctionof believers; one of those whom 
thy Lord calls blessed and lioly, in being made partakei-H 
with Hin] of tliat Best which remaineth for the people 
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of God ; of that heavenly Kingdom ivliere His will shall iw 
done on earth as it is in Heaven ? Art thoit, then, one of 
those who walk not in the way of transgressors ; nor stand 
in the council of the ungodly ; nor sit in the seat of the 
scomer ; but whose delight is in the Law of the Loan, me- 
ditating therein day and night ? Uost thou hunger and 
thirst after Righteousness ? Dost tliou pray for the 
guidance of thy Lord, and watch for the manifestation of 
His will, more than they who watch for morning ? Is thy 
soul as a weaned child to the allurements of the worUl, sin, 
and self? Dostlhoii tlig for Truth as for hid treasure, seek- 
ing wisdom before all worldly honours, gains, and rewards ? 
Dost thou prize those who are upright and virtuous, 
wherever and under whatever eircumstances they are 
found ? Hast thou an eye to discover, and a heart to 
love the image of thy Lord, whether those who bear it 
inhabit a hut, or adorn a palace? Couldst thou have 
discovered a constellation of heavenly attributes in Him 
who was born in the stable and cradled in the manger of 
Bethlehem ? Couldst thou have discerned the divine root 
and offspring of David, in the lowliest of the Judean val- 
ley ; in other words, art thou free from the blinding aina of 
prejudice and u-orldly wisdom f As a little child, willing 
to be instructed, dost thou sit at thy Saviour's feel, to hear 
Hia words? Then art thou, beloved youth, not far from 
the kingdom of thy Lord. Such eharacters, and such 
alone, shall enter therein. The good Shepherd will bear 
thee, as it were, in his bosom, alwve the rough path of tri- 
bulation, which leadeth to rest and peace. Thow; good 
angels, who are sent forth to minister to the heirs of salva- 

I watch over thee with unremitting care. Their bene- 
t natures rejoice, that a ransomed child of the human 
y should, by the mediation of Ilini they adore. 



Sd THE HUMAN HEAUT, 

approat'h nearer the Throne of the Holy One than they. 
There is joy throughout their hosts when thou tumest thy 
heart toseek their Creator. When thy Lord's voice is heard 
aniid the stillness of a cloud of witnesses, saying, " My son, 
give, me thine heart" how do they rejoice, when thine heart 
replies, "Lord, it is thine by creation, thine by redemption; 
purify its affections, and accept of them all as thy living 
sacrifice, and my reasonable service !" But can it be pos- 
sible that these animating truths are addressed to one dead 
in trespasses and sins, who is as void of the noble ambition 
of God's dear children as the brutes who live by instinct 
and perish without hope ? If thou canst not answer in the 
affirmative to the preceding questions, thou art such an 
one. Perhaps thou makest thy boast that thou art nega- 
tively good, that is to say, thou dost not commit glaring 
immorality. Admitting this to be the case, thou hast 
little cause of self-complaeency ; thou art convicted of that 
black, and monstrous crime ingrutitude, and that toward 
thy first Benefactor, to love and ser^e whom thou art 
bound by every tie, human and divine. Art thou willing 
and content to wear out thy term of probation, deceiving 
and being deceived ; living in open rebellion against the 
authority and love of God, which constrains thee by every 
noble motive to serve him here, and reign with him ho*- 
after? Is it thy voluntary lot to grovel amid the perish- 
able enjoyments of anitnal nature, and at last experience 
that dust is thy portion P Hast thou a human soul, and 
one spark of that Spirit which was breathed into thy being 
with its life, and canst thou slavishly endure the ignooii- 
nious yoke of Satan's bondage, without one aspiring thought 
aSter freedom from sin, without one magnanimous stru^le 
to assert thy immortal character and claims ? Pluck out 
a right-eye passion, cut off a right-hand prejudice without 
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'Besitatiun, if thou wouldst yet be saved ; let the vile idols 
on whom thou hast mis-spent thy service and homage, no 
longer provoke the Holy One of Israel to anger. He can- 
not share thy heart with such abominations. Beware of 
procrastination : another and another year hath the Father, 
at the intercession of His beloved Son, had patience with 
thee : another day, and he may say in his wrath, cut down 
the unprofitable cumherer of the ground. Arise now, O 
prodigal, and with a contrite heart return to thy Heavenly 
Father, from whom thou hast so long, so deeply revolted. 
If thou comest to Him in tlie Name of Christy He will in no 
wise reject thee, for as His Majesty, so is His mercy to the 
penitent. O deceived youth, instantly determine, and hav- 
ing determined, linger not by the way, neither waste one 
moment in looking behind thee ; danger is in delay, ruin in 
hesitation, and despair in turning back ; none such being 
fit for the Kingdom of God. 

Should mountain-like difficulties arise in terrific range to 
oppose thy return ; should fltxids of tribulation threaten 
thee, fear not to go forward ; these are unreal phantoms 
which the adversary has raised to frighten and seduce thee 
back to his bondage. Mountains oppose no barrier to true 
Faith .' Many waters cannot quench pure Love ! 




THE HUMAN HEART. 

Tlie Heart on which the laws of God are writlcii, i 
a more advanced stage of the new life tlian the former; 
not that it is more enlightened, or more holy, or more j 
devoted, but faith and the other fruits of the Spirit i 
called into vigorous exercise, in contending earnestly for the I 
faith once delivered to the saints, and in hearing testimoiiy J 
to Tnitli in opposition to popular errors. 

The Apostles of our Lord exhibited the higher grade of 
this matured stage of the new Life. 

With what patience diJ they endure oppoBition and 
wrong — with what magnanimity did they follow their Lord 
without the camp, bearing His reproach ! With what zeal 
did they prosecute the glorious object they had in view^J 
even the work which He gave them to do, in His Xami^l 
and for His glory ! How disinterested were their irorksd 
faith ! their labours of love I 

We are, says Paul, " troubled on every side, yet j 
disheartened; perplexed, but not in despair; peraecuted^.l 
but not forsaken ; cast down, hut not destroyed. Foroucl 
light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for uafti 
far more exceeding, an eternal weight of glory, while t 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things J 
which are unseen." Hear how the man who hath the Law . 
of God written on his lieart speaks: " After that we h«t| 
suffered before, and were shamefully entreated as y« 
know, we were bold in our God to speak unto you tiM^ 
Gospel of God with much opposition. For our exhorta- 
tion was not of deceit, or of unclcanneas, or of guile ; hut 
as we were permitted of God to be put in trust with i 
Gospel, even so wc speak, nut as pleasing men, but GiN 
who trieth our hearts. 
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' Neitlier at any time used wo flattering words, as ye 

fknow; nor a cloak of covetousness, God is witness. Nor 

liof man sought we glory, neither of you nor of others, 

Twben we might have taken authority as the Apostles of 

I Christ ; but we were tender among you even as a nurse 

fticherisheth her children. So, being affectionately desirous 

T of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you not the 

V Gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye 

were dear to us. For ye remember, brethren, what labour 

and travail, — for labouring night and day, because we 

would not be chargeable unto any of you, — we preached 

unto you the Gospel of God. Ye are witnesses, and God 

also, how holily, and justly, and unblameably we behaved 

ourselves among you that believe. And ye know how we 

exhorted every one of you as a father doth his children, 

that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you 

unto his Kingdom and glory." 

Blessed, says our Lord, ore they who are persecuted 
for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
'* Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and say all 
manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. Bfjoice 
and be exceeding glad ; on their part he is evil spoken of 
but on your part he is glorified." 

^Let no one say, I am too young to reflect the light 
which the Sun of Righteousness sheds abroad over my heart 
and all its affections and desires. Bemember the young 
Samuel, who while yet a child ministered to the Loan in a 
linen ephod, the outward emblem of " the righteousness of 
saints." Our Lord was well pleased with the hosannahs of 
the children, on a memorable occaBJon vht 

I disciples, " Have ye never read, 
babes and sucklings God hath | 
b that in the chaiacter of c 
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ceedingly loved and valued, and without which tw nuu 
shall see His kingdom. He referred to their simplici^ 
their artless sincerity, their perfect openness and candotu 
their implicit confidence, their want of prejudice, thei 
distrust of their own wisdom or power, their absence o 
hypocrisy, and their docility and purity, when He said 
** Except ye be converted and become aa little children 
ye shall in no-wise eotsi the kingdom of God." 
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This Heart represents one wbo is "called, cfaoaeo, 
md faithful.'" One who can ray, ** I have finisbed my 
course, I have kept the faith, bencefwdi there ix laid up 
for me a crown of glory." 

In addition to the preceding stages of the new life, this 
veteran in faith and expeiienee has stood sledfast, immoTe- 
' able, always abounding ia good works, when assaulted 
^^wy the combined powers of this weald's darkness and 
^Bfriritual wickedness in high places. He stands fast on the 
^B&ock of Ages. " The Law of God is in hi ~ heart, none 
^^pf his steps shall slide." 

^B That heart is fortified by a triple F^ectira <^ uncreated 
^^tiight. It cannot be taken by surprise, because its will 
and affections are responding to every claim which infi- 
nite Lo%'e has on the new Life of blessedness and peace. 
kHis power to r^st temptadcm is in the Omnipotent 
^ord. There is now do condemnation for such a character, 
either death aor life, nor any created thing can separate 
him from the lo^'e of Christ, which is the life4)rcath of 
his existence. The world is under his feet : he looks down 
^—i^wn the smoke and hustle of the scene beneath him ; he 
^Hbeads on serpents and scorpions, and all the power of 
^BUie enemy ; nothing can by any means hurt him. He 
^all be of the first-fruits of the first resurrection. There 
the remembnmce of his sufferings and sorrows shall pass 
away. The days of his mourning and conflict are ended. 
What he sowed in tears lie shall reap in joy. The Loan 
whom be loved even unto death, wipes all tears from 
his eyes, yea. He maketh that faithful and wise servant 
to set down to meat, while he girds himself to M 
" Blessed ! how blessed arc they wbt 
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r Hesurrection, their Life 1 Tea, saith the Spirit, thai 
they may rest from their labour, and their works follow 
them." 

Dear youth, thou art invited by the Gospel to become 
by regeneration such a noble specimen of the renewed 
man. The same Spirit which has been here admitted, 
cherished, and by whom these heavenly graces and virtues 
were wrought, strives for admittance to thy heart. Wilt 
thou resist that friendly visitant, who of old brooded 
over chaos, and at the command, produced therefrom) 
order and harmony, and all in air, earth, and sea, that wu 
verp good !' ' 

Wilt thou still seek to grovel, as it were, on thy belly, 
and eat dust, devoid of the noble ambition of being a 
candidate for glory, honour, and immortal life ? Compare 
the ignoble pursuits, the sordid character of " the serpen) 
seed," who resist light, and turn from the Truth, wil 
the Godlike character and bearing of the man who 
follows the footsteps of Christ in this world ; who has 
subdued, within and without, every lofty imaginatioa 
and every earth-horn desire, giving honour and glory 
to Him, in the strength of whose Name he won the victory. 
Dost thou seriously expect to sit down with Ahrahaui] 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the k ingdom of Heaven ? Dost 
pray that thy lot may be with them at the end of the days] 
This is not enough. Balaam wished the same : " Let 
die the death of the righteous ; let my latter end be like 
his." But Balaam was a pi-ophet of the adversaries' or- 
daining ; he sought to curse whom Go<l had blessed. Art 
thou like Abraham, and the prophets, and apostles, willing 
to fulfil the condition of thy inheritance with the saints in 
light. Const thou, Lke all of them, make thy covenant by 
sacrifice ; for this is an iiidis|N:nsahle proof of their idco- 



id^l 



A 



THE HUMAN HEAHT. 93 

tity with them. The Divine Teacher illustrates this to 
one, who without reflection said, " Blessed are tliey who 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of Heaven." A certain 
nobleman invited many to a great banquet, and at supper- 
time sent his servant to say, " Come, for all things are now 
ready ;" but instead of accepting with gratitude the terms 
of the invitation, they one and all made some pitiful excuse. 
Each one had some sinister object to require his attention, 
and all were self-satisfied with the ground of their refusal. 
When the master of the feast was informed of this ungrate- 
ful and unprincipled conduct, he sent his servant to the 
outskirts of the city, to call the poor, the lame, and the 
blind to the feast. These had no such formidable barriers 
in the way, as self-interest interposed in the other case, and 
they gladly accepted the invitation, without being required 
to make any preparation. But still there was room for 
more guests, and the banquet having been prepared, the 
lord of the feast commands his ser\'ant to go out to the high- 
ways and hedges, and compel the veriest strangers to come 
in, that bis house may be filled. 

" I say unto you, that none of those men that were bid- 
den, shall taste of my supper." 

The moral of this parable, which is a prophecy concern- 
ing Christendom on the eve of his second coming, is, 
" Whosoever be be of you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, caimot be my disciple." 
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SUPERNATURAI. MANIFESTATIONS 
CONSIDEREB. 

£koowed with the godlike faculty of free-will and under-"^ 
standing, man is iii a condition to recover his AIaker'§ image, 
through saactification of His Spirit and belief of His Truth. 
The holy language, rich in thought, conveys, in two dis- 
tinct terms, the sense of this higher condition of man, which 
we are invited to become, and that lower state of aniuud ur 
intellectual existence, with which we are daily ameersant 
in, "the children of theworld" and "theseed of theserpenl," 

Man, in the exercise of those characteristics of a rational, 
accountable, and immortal being, whose chief aim is to glo- 
rify God, as his end is to enjoy His presence for ever, was 
called *!f 'N, and from man, in this high and illustrious state 
of existence, as the son of God, the heir of immortality, the 
woman was derived. It was in this view of his conditioa 
that God called her -f- nt^'K, an " help-meet,'' a compi 
and friend. 

The poverty of our translation applies the commoa ti 
man to that lower state of existence which is very difiereni 
designated by a wisdom and knowledge which signified tl 
disposition, of which the name was to he the index; DTK, • 
term given to designate that order of the species who think, 
feel, and act with reference to self in its manifold and con- 
tinuous volume of aspects " who are of the earth earthy." 

God breathed into man the breath of life, that he might 
have dominion over, not only his material frame, but keep 
his will in subjection to his Supreme Head, the : 
from which his better life flows. 

It is the good pleasure of God to hold communion « 
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his regenerated children through their enlightened under- 
standing. God reveals himself to, and acts by those powers 
which constitute not the animal but the man. He acts not 
in the flesh, for no flesh shall see him and Hve ; but 
through the heart, and soul, and mind, which have been 
transformed into His moral image. 

On the other hand, familiar spirits act through the phy- 
sical organization and nervous system, as we find in every 
instance upon record ; the understanding of the mediums 
are neither consulted nor recognized. 

When Jesus cast out the evil spirits by the Word, they 
acknowledged that the Man and tlie Word in him were in 
glorious union. They recognized the Manhood and the Divi- 
nity which dwelt in tlie veil of flesh. But as they abode 
not in the truth to which He bare witness ; as they never 
knew Him in the way of doirig His Father's Will, He per- 
mitted them not to testify of Hiui, 

They were not with Him in subjection to the Word, 
therefore they were against Him, however clear their con- 
viction and declaration of His character and mission. The 
case of the Gergesenes, who were possessed by many evil 
spirits, is a remarkable illustration of this fact. They saw 
in the Holy One of God the vanquisher of their chief and 
his hosts. They well knew that the time would come when 
He should consign them to the deep ; but they also knew 
that He must achieve tliis through obedience unto death, 
and, bursting the barriers of the grave, receive that power 
which comes through lawful striving for true honour and 
glory. They cried; "what have we to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou Son of God, art thou come hither to torment 
us before the time ?" They were to be reserved under 
chains of darknessfor the judgment of the Great Day; there- 
fore He permitted tJiem to enter into many swine who were 
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feeding afar off, who, thus possessed, hurried in their head- 
long career, until they reached the utmost limit, when they 
precipitated themselves into the sea, and perished. 

Doubtless this was a figure of the future, written for an 
ensample to us, upon whom the ends of the world arc 
come. And the more shall we be persuaded tliat it was 
given by our I,ord, in the character of a prophet, for our 
admonition and warning, when we consider the bearings of 
the subject ; for He spalte in parables, and did many thing; 
in figure and in hieroglyphic representation. 

Let us revert first to the same symbol used by our Lord, 
andmark in what connection it occurs, and with wlial 
reference it was given. " Give not that which is holy unln 
dogs, neither cast ye yowr pearls before swine, lest tliej 
trample them under their feet, and turn again to rend you." 
He spake to His di^-ipfes, to whom the Law and the Testi- 
mony " was holy and precious." The apostle Peter t)iro«i 
further light on tliis hieroglyphic, in that awful picture 
which he draws of false prophets and teachers, who shouli! 
arise, concocting mortal lieresies, and bring upon tftemeelres 
awifl destruction. And many sliall follow their pemicioua 
ways, by reason of whicli the way of Truth shall he mi 
spoken of. 

Their characteristics are, that they " despise*" (IMvinc) 
" government," are " presumptuous," self-willed," and 
" speak evil of (divinely ordained) dignities," " and those 
things which they understand not," They are to rccdvc 
the reward of unrighteousness, which is, to perish in their 
own corruption. They are compared to Balaam, who 
went, by a spirit of covetousness, to transfer the blessings 
of Israel to the Moabites, by divination and sorcery, but 

s rejiroved by a dumb ass, speaking witli man's voice. 
They are moreover compared to wells without water; a 
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semblance without the reality of that principle which puri- 
fies. They are admonished that it would have been better 
for them not to have known the way of righteouness, than 
after they had known the holy commandment, delivered 
unto them, to turn from it. It is the comniandments, there- 
fore, which our Lord esteems that holy and precious thing 
which ought not to be given to such as would turn to their 
own left-off abominations, or those who would fall into the 
slough of their own lusts. 

Let UB not in the licentious spirit of these times, speak 
evil of those dignities to whom we are to be subject, vix. the 
prophets and apostles, or dream that they were tinctured 
with Jewish feeling and prejudices, and that the ministra- 
tion of the Spirit is in these days, to be manifested by 
saints and prophets of the Gentiles. The Spirit of God 
is undivisible. It moved holy men of God to speak to 
edification, in turning trans^essors into the path of obe- 
dience ; and in shewing things to come. Let us study the 
history of those whom God called saints and pniphets, and 
we shall find that they witnessed for Truth, as revealed in 
the Scriptures, and therefore were they persecuted for 
righteousness sake. 

Let us come to " Scripture " examples, and O that they 
may be "for out instruction in righteousness.'" 

Sergius Paulus, noted for prudence, desired to hear of 
Paul " the Word "" of God. A person possessed of super- 
natural endowment, conscious of its exercise as a thing 
distinct from, and independent of, and above the written 
Word, " withstood Paul, seeking to turn away the 
deputy from the faith." Then it was, that full of that 
holy indignation which of old glowed in Elijah towards 
the idolators, and afterwards in Christ, when cleansing tlie 
Temple from the thieves who filled it with their own traffic, 
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he exclaimed, " O full of all subtlety and mischief, thon 
child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousDess, how long 
wilt thou not cease to pervert the right way of the Lobd !" 
His sin was iu acting on the principle of moral darknesE, and 
in rejecting the Ligiit of Truth, therefore as a sign of his 
moral blindness he was unable for a time, to heboid the 
light of the sun. Then the deputy seeing what was done, 
believed the doctrine which the Lonn thus authorised 
and attested. 

It is possible for evil spirits to declare certain things in 
themselves true. It is proverbial " the Devil never told 
a whole lie," A damsel in a Macedonian tity, who was 
gifted with a spirit of dirination and sooth-saj-ing, cried, 
" these men are the servants of the Most High God, tcho 
shew unto us the way of salvation." Paul hearing this, 
many days, and being grieved, said to the spirit, "1 
command thee in the name of Jeaus Christ to come out of 
her : and he came out the same hour," It is very curious 
to observe, that the evil spirit spake of salvation by Christy 
not that he believed that there was salvation to evil 
spirits, but to beguile the people into the idea that the 
Spirit of God was manifested in uttering a truth to which 
the apostles bare testimony. 

Tlie language of those who made divination a sounr 
of gain, and who lost it on the exorcism of the evil spi- 
rit, is in strange contrast to that of the spirit. " These 
men being Jews exceedingly trouble our city, teaching 
customs which are not lawful for us to receive, neither 
to observe, being Romans." The custom here refemd 
to was, that every seventh day Paul called together m 
many as would attend, for prayer and exhortation by the 
river's side. 

Again, a spirit seeing Jesus cried out, " / A»oio titt. 
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bjAo thou art, th6 Holy One of God."" And of the Lord 
and His apostle another testified, " Jesus I know, and 
Paul I know, but who are ye ?" The language of the 
shrinc-niakers which follows, is again illustrative of the 
dislike of the self-interested children of this world to the 
innovation of Light. " Demetrius, (a leading character) 
said. Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth," 
(the primary consideration) ; " moreover that not only in 
Ephesus but in all Asia Paul hath persuaded many people 
saying, that they be no gods that are made with hands ; 
so that not alone this our craft is in danger to be set at 
nought, but that the temple of the great giiddess Diana, 
worshipped by all the world, should be despised." 

It is testified by Mark tliat unclean spirits when they 
saw JcsuE fell down before him, and cried " Thou art 
the Son of God" when he strictly charged them that 
they should not make Him known." Very different was it 
with liis disciples. Cephas said, " Thou art the Christ, 
the Son oftJie Living GodT And Jesus blessed him, and 
said, " Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father." He on this principle of light invests bim 
with the keys of the House of David, as a sign and pledge 
that grounded on the knowledge of the Word, tlirough 
the Spirit of the Father,* His church should be built ; 

• Paul declareB that " the gospel of circumcision wns committed to 
Peter." Christ hein^ a miniBler of the tircumcision for the Truth of 
God, to confirm the PromiBea made unto the Fathers, thus ordained 
faim to the circumcision : Simon, sou cf Jonah, lovest thou me tuprc 
than these P He suith unto Him, Yea, Lord, l/iou kiioivest tbnt I lovo 
Thee. He ssilh unto him, feed my laiuhs. Again, the second time, 
he suith, Simon, aon of Jonah, lovest thou me ? He saith untu Uim, 
Yea, Lord, Thou hiowest lha,tl love thee. He aaith unW him, feed 
myslteep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonah, lovest 
lovest tboa me? And he aaith unto Him, Lord, Thou knouiesl all 
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H THli HUMAN HEAHT. 

H This Heai't represents one who is " called, chosen, 
"and faithful." One who can say, " I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith, lienceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of glory," 

In addition to the preceding stages of the new life, this 
veteran in faith and experience has stood stedfast, immove- 
able, always abounding in good works, when assaulted 
by the combined powers of this world's darkness and 
spiritual wickedness in high places. He stands fast on the 
Rock of Ages. " The Law of God is in hi" heart, ncme 
of his steps shall slide." 

That heart is fortified by a triple reflection of uncreated 
Light. It cannot be taken by surprise, because its will 
and affections are responding to every claim which infi- 
nite Love liaa on the new Life of blessedness and peace. 

His power to resist temptation is in the Omnipotent 

Word. There is now no condemnation for such a. character. 

Neither death nor life, nor any created thing can separate 

him from the love of Christ, which is the life-breath of 

his existence. The world is under his feet : he looks down 

upon the smoke and bustle of the scene beneath him ; he 

reads on serpents and scorpions, and all the power of 

enemy ; nothing can by any means hurt him. He 

shall be of the first-fruits of the first resurrection. There 

the remembrance of Ms sufferings and sorrows ah^l pass 

away. The days of his mourning and conflict are ended. 

What he sowed in tears he shall reap in joy. The Lokd 

whom he loved even unto death, wipes all tears from 

^^liis eyes, yea. He maketh that faithful and wise servant 

^^^fe set down to meat, while he girds himself to serve him. 

^^^B t' Blessed ! how blessed are they who die in the Loan, 
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«iivy and strife, supposing to add alBitrtion to him in hi§ 
imprisonment for the Truth. They giuned a ready ear frtnn 
those among whom he had sowed the good seed of the king- 
dom to that other Christ, that other gospel, that other spirit 
which they preached ; and this, doubtless, with all tlie cap- 
tivatiDg charms of an eloquence which was thdr pridi', 
and which Paul was willing to regard, so far as he owld 
do so without compromising his principle of faith in thai 
almighty power which without eloquence is brought ti> 
confound the wisdom and eloquence of the world. 

He chose, on such occasions, rather to write, than lo 
speak personally, for " his epistles say they are weightv 
and powerful, but his bodily presence is weak, and his 
enunciation contemptible." 

Thus he writes : " I fear lest by any means, as the ser- 
pent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minda 
should be vitiated from the simplicity that is in Chriac.** 
Again : " For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ ; and no 
marvel, for Satan (the adversary) is himself transformed ii 
an angel of Light, therefore it is no great matter if Au 
nisters are transformed aa the ministers of righteousni 
whose end shall be according to their works," 

Concerning spiritual gifts, which with all their unrigh- 
teousness, they greatly desired, the apostle admonishes, 
them as a nation conversant with the Ueiphic, Pylh 
and other lying oracles. " Ye know that yew 
carried away unto these dumb idols, even as j 
He then shews as a contrast to these, that God 
His Spirit for " every man to profit withal." 

Thus saith the Lobd by the prophet Jeremiah : " 
prophet w]]o hath a dream, let him tell his dream ; 
that hath My Word, let him speak my Word faithfully, 
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Aat is the chaff to the wheat, saith the Lord." It is very 
remarkable that the divine prophet compares the interval 
between his departure and coming again, to a field on 
which the tares and wheat grow together. Those among 
the gentiles who have the sound germinating principle of 
Life, derived from the Word, are the children of the king- 
dom, grafted into the good AbraMamic olive; while the 
nominal professors, and the children of the world, are all 
classed as tares. A nice discrimination is made between such 
Jews as walk closely in the footsteps of Christ, and His 
apostles, in the way of obedience, and others who at thresh- 
ing time are separated from the soundness of the faith once 
delivered to the saints. They are the chaff driven to and 
fro by every wind of doctrine. They have imbibed Satan's 
own falsehood, that under grace they are to transgress 
God's righteous Law ; therefore " transgressors shall not 
stand in the congregation of the righteous." They are like 
chaff, and shall be driven away by the wind, or spirit of 
error, wliich has divorced them " from the faitli of Moses 
and David, and all the brandies of the good olive." 

There is in ancient history aTi eminent example of the 
righteous judgment of God, in the case of two false pro- 
phets, who prophesied without command to the people of 
Jerusalem at the time of their captivity in the land of 
Chaldea. The history is borne out by Scripture, as we 
shall hereafter ascertain. Ahab and Zedekiah, two false 
prophets, who had resisted truth from the mouth of Jere- 
miah, proclaimed themselves prophets of the Lord at the 
court of Babylon. The king, unable of himself to judge of 
their claims, and doubtless hearing that they were the ene- 
mies of Jeremiah, the servant of the Lokd, determined to 
prove their claims to his regard, by submitting them to the 
same test as that to which his predeccssorhail resorted in the 
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caee of the three holy ehildreD, who were cast 
burning fiery furnace, for being true to their Divine 
giver and King, and who had been so owned of Him at 
faithful servants, that the scorch of fire was not found o» 
their very raiment. i 

When the determination of the king was mode known t^ 
these false prophets, they contended that their being sub- 
jected to this ordeal would be unjust, the power of failh 
in three holy men being greater than in two. 

The king ordered them to choose a third holy mao out 
of their nation, being resolved to adhere to his originil 
design. Seeing that there was no way of escape, they 
made choice of a true servant of God, Joshua the high 
priest, his only fault was that of Eli; he failed to correct 
his sons for their evil deeds. The two lying prophets 
sooner touched the fire, than they were consumed, wl 
Joshua was preserved, with the exception of bis 
being singed or blackened. 

Let us refer to Scripture for the authentication of 
historical fact. " Because ye have not listened to M] 
Words, saith the Lokd, which I sent unto them by my 
servants the prophets, rising early, and sending them, but 
ye would not hear, saith the Lokd. Hear ye, therefc 
the Word of the Lokd all ye of the captivity, whom 
have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon, Thus saith 
Loan of Hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab thi 
Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah, the son of Maasaiali, who pro- 
phesy a he unto you in My Name. Behold I will deliver 
them into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall 
slay them before your eyes. And of them shall be taken 
up a curse by all the captivity of Judnh, who are in Baby- 
lon, saying : The Lokd make thee hke Zedekiah aad 
Ahab, whom the king of Babylon htimed in the ^fire." 
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Jer. xxis. 21. Also it is testified of Joshua by the pro- 
phet ZachariaTi, their contemporary, " And the LoBi» 
shewed unto me Joshua tlie high priest, and the adversary 
at his right hand, to resist him; then the angel of the 
Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, adver- 
sary, is not this a hrani plucked out of the _/ire ? Now 
Joshua was clothed with filthy garmlhts, and stood before 
the angel." 

The Loud revealed " things to come" in two ways to 
his servants the prophets. Either the Word of the Louu 
came to them in a dream of the night, or in a vision in 
open day. In the former case there is a temporary sus- 
pension of whatever is not assimilated with the mind and 
will of God. Imagination is lost in deep sleep, as well as 
all the other intellectual powers, therefore to the creature 
thus emptied of all glory, the Loan manifested his will, 
and revealed his purposes. Num. xii. 6. " In a dream of 
the night, in a. trance, when deep sleep falleth upon man, 
then he openeth the ears of man, and sealeth their instruc- 
tion, that he may withdraw him from his own purpose, and 
hide pride from man." — Job xxxiii. 15. Again, in a vision 
by day, the outer man is prostrated ; flesh and blood are, 
as it were, dead under the overwhelming influence of the 
glory revealed. Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Paul, and John, 
experienced this physical prostration. " Woe is me,'' ex- 
claimed Isaiah, who from the court was called to become a 
sign of scorn and derision to the people. " Woe is me! I 
am (/one (cut off), for mine eyes have seen the king the 
Lord of hosts." 

In seeing His Throne, of wbigh rigbteousnest and judg- 
ment are the seat, EzeUiel fell on his face astonished. Bi/ 
the command to rise, he was em^powered to stand upright. 
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fecfting afar olF, who, thus possessed, hurried in their head* 
long career, until they reached the utmost limit, when ihcy 
precipitated themselves into the sea, and perished. 

Doubtless this was a figure of the future, written for an 
ensample to us, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come. And the more shall we be persuaded that it was 
given hy our Lord, in the character of a prophet, for mir 
admonition and warning, when we consider the bearings of 
the subject ; for He spake in parables, and did many things 
in figure and in hieroglyphic representation. 

Let us revert first to the same symbol used by our Lord, 
and mark in what connection it occurs, and with what 
reference it was given. " Give not that which is holy unto 
dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest tJie)- 
trample them under their feet, and turn again to rend you.' 
He spake to Hi« disciples, to whom the Law and t/ie Te-i/ti- 
mony " was holy and precious." The apostle Peter throws 
further light on this hieroglyphic, in that awful picture 
which he draws oi false prophets and teachers, who should 
arise, concocting mortal heresies, and bring upon ihenunit 
swift destruction. And many shall follow their pemi 
ways, by reason of which the way of Trutli skail be 
spoken of. 

Their characteristics are, that they " despise" (Dii 
" government," are " presumptuous," self-wiUed,' 
" speak evil of (divinely ordained) dignities," " and tbate 
things which they understand not." They are to noei*« 
the reward of uurighteouHness, which is, to perish in their 
own corruption. They are compared to Balaam, who 
went, by a spirit of covetousness, to transfer the blesaogs 
of Israel to the Moaliites, by divination and sorcery, 
was reproved by a dumb a^, speaking witli uian'i 
They are moreover compared to wells without watery 
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semblance without the reality of that principle which puri- 
fies. They are admonished that it would have been better 
for them not to have known the way tif righteauness, than 
after they had known the holy commandment, delivered 
unto them, to turn from it. It is tlie commandments, there- 
fore, which our Lord esteems that holy and predmts thing 
which ought not to be given to sach as would turn to their 
own left-off abominations, or those who would fall into the 
slough of their own lusts. 

Let us not in the licentious spirit of these times, speak 
evil of those dignities to whom we are to be subject, vix. the 
prophets and apostles, or dream that they were tinctured 
with Jewish feeling and prejudices, and tJiat the ministra- 
tion of the Spirit is in these days, to be manifested by 
saints and prophets of the Gentiles. The Spirit of God 
is undivisible. It moved holy men of God to speak to 
edification, in turning transgressors into the path of obe- 
dience; and in shewing things to come. Let us study the 
history of those whom God called saints and prophets, and 
we shall find that they witnessed for Tnith, as revealed in 
the Scriptures, and therefore were they persecuted fra- 
righteousness sake. 

Let us come to " Scripture " e:xamples, and O that they 
may be " for our instruction in righteousness.'" 

Sergius Paulus, noted for prudence, desired to hear of 
Paul " the Word " of God. A person possessed of super- 
natural endowment, conscious of its exercise as a thing 
distinct from, and independent of, and above the written 
Word, " withstood Paul, seeking to turn away the 
deputy from t/ie faith." Then it was, that full of that 
holy indignation which of old glowed in Elijah towards 
the idolators, and afterwards in Christ, when cleansing the 
Temple from the tliieves who Ulled it with their own traffic, 
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estranged and scattered, while their scattering only served 
to extend the confusion of Babel. 

Let us in the examples wliich our Lord and his apostles 
furnish, consider the results which the Spirit of Truth 
effected througii their underata.nding. Thus saith the Lobd 
by the prophet Isaiah, concerning the Mesiah : " The 
Spirit of the Lohd God shall rest upon him ; the Spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
power, the Spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of the^ 
IjOBD." How sweetly does this harmonize with 
scripture \ " The fear of the Loitn is the beginning 
wisdom. A goad understanding have all they that do 
commandments i" The prophet proceeds tl 
shall make him of quick apprehension in the fear of 
LoBD, and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 
nor reprove after the hearing of his ears ; but he shall 
judge the poor with righteousness, and reprove with equiljr 
for the meek of the earth, and with the rod of Hs 
shall he slay the wicked, and righteousness shall be 
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of 
reins.'' In other words, the Mesiah would exercise 
individual discernment but by the Light of the Law and 
teatimony, teach, reprove, correct, and condetmi- 

Let the Concordance be consulted at the following 
ture directions, that the importance of caUing " i 
standing, thy kinswoman" may be duly estimated. 

" When any heareth the word, and understondeth 
7iot.'" — " Through thy }>recepts I get understanding.' 
*' Understanding is a well-spring of life to him that 
it." " Be not children in understanding but men." — ' 
man that wandereth out of the way of understanding 
remain in the congregation of the dead."—" Then 






AX L'SSCBIPTOBAL LOVE. 

he their understanding, that they might understand the 
scriptures." A few examples of the present state of things. 
" Shall I not destroy understanding out of the mount of 
Esau?" — " Without understanding covenant breakers." — 
" Having the understanding darkeneti, being alienated 
from the life of God, through the ignorance which is in 
them." 

Love, Holiness, and Humility, are lovely evidences of the 
life of God in the soul; but if they are above the standard 
which constitutes them virtues, they are angel of light delu- 
sions ; their semblance is light, but their principle is moral 
darkness. True love so assimilates the regenerate cliild of 
God with the character and will of the Father, that His glory, 
in the fulfilment of His covenant promises, is its supreme 
desire. It neitlier loves, nor seeks to save its bfe, nor 
aught its own, from any circumstances standing in the way 
of this chief joy. In the ordeal of preceding judgments, it 
desires to be made meet for the inheritance of tlie saints in 
light. Love of truth, and its triumph over error in the 
kingdom of righteousness, (which shall supersede the wood) 
hay, and stubble, which eighteen centuries have accu- 
mulated on the true foundation,) identifies the children of 
the kingdom above and on earth. They rejoice because of 
God's most righteous judgments, knowing that the whole 
extent of nature groans and travails, longing to be deli- 
vered from the burden of that intolerable corruption under 
which it labours. It must be an inverted system of things 
which in being overthrown, brings a revenue of praise and 
glory to God. " All nations have drunk" of the intoxi- 
cating cup of the mistress of this world. Those whose 
minds are perverted by her gifts, shall lament and mourn ; 
but the call to the children of God is — " Come out of her, 
my people, that ye partake not of her sins, and that ye re- 
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ceivenot of her plagues; for her sins have reached unto bai^~ 
ven, and God hath remembered her iniquities." Those who 
mistake feeling and sentimetit for principle, would thiok 
this vindictive. No, it is love which rejoiceth not in ex- 
isting iniquity, but in the truth which is pledged for its 
subversion, and for the setting-up instead of it of a King- 
dom, where peace, the effect of righteousness, shall prevail. 

There is also a counterfeit holiness above what is written. 

This delusion has, during the times of the Gentiles, 
driven many thousands of piously-disposed persons to hide 
themselves in cells, in an Ascetic contempt of an ordinance 
which God has declared " honourable in all." A system 
became established on this unscriptural holiness, and this 
system grew replete with «iormities, which the Law of God 
forbids and condemns. 

When God had formed man in his own image. He 
" It is not good that man should be alone," Man 
considered imperfect, without an helper, for " a virtuous 
woman is a crown to her husband." Her faith animatM, 
her devotion encourages ; in grief her aifection souths; in 
desertion and adversity her faithfulness sustains the droop- 
ing soul; in sickness her willing participation in the Bur- 
rows she cannot avert, reheves the sufferer of half their 
pressure, and enables the parting spirit, like a dove, to 
plume itself for it.-i flight in the sunshine of domestic peace. 

Among the images of a joy in which the Holy One of 
Israel shall participate is this promise concerning His Land 
and people: " Behold I will bring it health, and cur*, 
and will reveal unto them the abundance of (>eace and truth ; 
and I will cause the captivity of Judah (the two tribra), 
and of Israel (the ten tribes), to return, and will build 
them as at the first, and will cleanse them from all 
iniquity, whereby they have transgressed against me,' 
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" And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise, and an 
honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear 
all the good that I procure unto them ; and they aliall fear 
and treirible for all the good, and for all the prosperity that 
I procure unto it. Thus saith the Lobd. Again, there 
shall be heard in this place which ye say shall be desolate 
without man, and without beast, even in the cities of Judah, 
and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate without 
man, and without inhabitant, and without beast; the voice 
of joy, the -voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the 
bride ; the voice of them that shall say: " Praise the I^ord 
of hosts; for the Lord is good ; for His mercy endureth 
for ever; and of them that shall bring the sacrilice of 
praise unto the House of the Lord. For I will cause to 
return the captivity of the Land, as at the beginning, saith 
the Lord.^ 

But if there is a counterfeit love and holiness, there is 
also a spurious humility, which is equally foreign from 
righteousness in the proteous variety of aspects which it 
assumes. The deceiver has made many pious persons the 
dupes of tills unscriptural humility, and under the fear of 
being presumptuous, lie has succeeded in deterring them 
from living up to their high calling as children of God, 
bought at a price which makes them precious in His sight. 

Instead of coming through the appointed new and living 
way in a holy boldness to the throne of grace, making 
known their wants, and asking the needed aids, of the 
Spirit, they have entreated subordinate mediators, thus 
ignorantly rejecting the one Mediator, and the blessings 
which a direct appeal to Him can realise. 

Another class who see this mote in their neighbour's 
eye, must relinquish the darkening beam which ihey che- 
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rish, ere they arc in a condition to be protestants against 
the danger of intercepting mediums. 

They are told by Christ that His Spirit, which is called 
by Him the Spirit of Truth, was to become the guide of 
the understanding mitoall revealed truth; and those future 
events, written for the itiatruction of Hin housekold. It 
was called the Comforter, because the things which He had 
said in opening the Scriptures, were thus to be called to 
the mind of his disciples. What withholds from having 
this enlightening and sanctifying guide unto all truth? a 
false humility. Instead of calling no man master in mat- 
ters of faith, these persons are led by the opinion of their 
respective commentators. They imagine they cultivate 
the spirit of humiUty, by rejecting the legitimate guide tA 
the understanding, into the revealed mind of God, and in 
taking for granted what this, or the other popular theolo- 
gian fancied, for the spirit of prophecy is subject to the 
prophets, by whom God spake, and without drinking into 
the same spirit, whatever has been written in the way of 
interpretation, lias been at variance with Scripture t«rti- 
mony, and hence resolves itself into vain imaginatioiis. 

Anaffectationof humility induced thecovetous self-esteem- 
ing Pharisees to appear that which they were not, that they 
might have praise of men. Our Lord accuses them of 
devouring widow's houses, and by way of rounterpoisev 
making long prayers, which in His sight, only enl 
their guilt. They did not personally rob or plunder, 
they were identified with a system of extortion and o] 
sion, foreign from God's law. It supported them 
affluence, and they in turn were attached to iL 

Our Lord taught his disciples when they foated 
prayed, it was to be to God, and that to men they 
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^r with a cheerful face, that they might not know 
they hatl fasted and prayed. Moreover, they were to 
enter into their closet, and having shut out all hunian 
observation, pray in secret to their present witness and 
future judge. Prayer is a lifting up of the inner 
loan, in communion with Him who is a Spirit, in 
spirit and in truth. Few words, and well ordered, ought 
to characterize our prayers; first, because our Father 
knoweth what we need and desire ; and secondly, because 
we are only to be heard in praying for those things which 
are revealed to our faith. For the^/;S/me«i! of these "he 
will be enquired of." Thus our Lord taught his disciples 
to pray that the Name of His Father might be hallowed by 
the coming of His kingdom, where His will shall l>e done 
on earth as in heaven. Nothing intermediate is recog- 
nised as worthy of being prayed for ; but as individuals in 
every stage of the intermediate chasm, we are to pray for 
his Spirit of Truth, to enlighten and sanctify ; we arc also 
to pray for daily bread, &c.. for rulers, that we may lie 
suffered to lead a peaceable life, and that they may he a 
terror to evil-doers, and a praise to such as do well. Wc 
are also instructed to pray that our trespasses may he 
forgiven in the measure that we forgive personal of- 
fences ; also that we are to shun temptation, not to nm 
into danger, but seek deliverance from evil. We cither 
tempt God, or run into temptatioTi, when we manifest that 
want of unction and confirmation which requires a iiign. 
" Your first father sinned," saith God to Israel. In what 
did Abraham sin ? — He tempted God by asking a sign. 
When " Abraham believed God, it was accounted to him 
for righteousness ;" but when afterwards he said : " Whereby 
shall I know that I shall inherit it 't" (the Land), the Lord 
gave a sign that filled him with a horror and great darkness 
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— the bondage of his children in a strange land four hun- 
dred years. Egypt was to oppress Israel, and God was 
to judge Egypt. Many signs and wonders shall draw away 
those who stand not upon the authority of the written 
Word. True humility seeks supremely the glorification 
of God's Word. The humble disciple is ready to become 
in the lowest degree auhserrient to this end. 

Miriam, lowly in condition and humble of soul, regard- 
less of the strife of tongues, was so identified with the gl». 
rification of the truth sworn to her forefathers and thdr 
seed for ever, that with an eye of faith fixed upon the ulti- 
mate triumph of Jehovab's promise in their redemption and 
exaltation, " her soul magnified the Lord, and her spirit 
rejoiced in God her Saviour." Her language was that of 
elevated faith, of meek acquiescence, of devoted st^UUacri- 
fice, " Behold the handmaid of the Loan, be it unto ine 
as thou hast said," 

We have many examples of true humility in Scripture, 
but none is more striking than that which induced one 
of the sisters of Eliezer of Bethany, to repress the feelinj; 
which would have hastened to meet Jesus, and rather to 
wait " till the master called." It was a high sense of the 
value of pure truth which made her love to hear Hi» 
words, for they were the Father's ,- and it was a lowly 
attitude of soul which she expressed by sitting at Hitftet 
to liear them — those feet which went about continually 
doing good, and which for that reason she had washed 
with her tears, and wiped with the hair of her bead. Nor 
should mention of tlie centurion be omitted, who said : '* I 
am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof, 
but speak tlie word, and thy sen-ant shall be healed." la 
order to enter fully into their humility and faith, it ought 
to be recollected that He to whom they were thus devoted. 



A 



^M SUPERNATURAL MANIFESTATIONS rONSIDEnED. 115 

^^ife held in scorn by the Senhedrin, who led public opi- 
nion ; besides, he was utterly divested of all that adven- 
titious investment which procures the respect of the world. 
He was a poor man persecuted for maintaining the Law 
which they had made void by their traditions and glasses, 
a sign to be spoken against. Could the guest of publicans 
and sinners, the leader of illiterate fishermen, be worthy to 
associate with the reputable, who loved the praise of men 
ratlier than the praise of God ? 

Supernatural manifestations, abstractedly considered, 
are as likely to be the de\'ices of the power of the air, who 
worketh in the children of disobedience as evidences of 
another spirit. The piety and amiah'tlity of those through 
whom these spiritualities are exhibited, afford no ground 
for believing them to he influenced by God. Eve was in 
the most sinless and perfect condition ; yet this did not 
prevent her from being for that very reasoti made use of as 
a tool by the fallen Spirit to seduce Adam to the spiritual 
wickedness into which she had been beguiled. The temp- 
tation of becoming as gods, independently possessed of an 
inward spirit of discernment and judgment, seemed an 
enviable condition. It was only in its opposition to, and in 
its transgression of the command which was life and light, 
that the principle of evil, of moral darkness and death, was 
to be detected. This desire of the mind blinded the reason, 
and six thousand years of the consequence of that act has 
mournfully illustrated, that God will not be mocked, for 
" whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap," 

Satan has an agent in the nervous system, easily influ- 
enced by his subtle devices, even as he has an ally in the 
blood for the grosser forms of evil. He tempts the former 
class to aspire after an individual inward light, which shall 
enable them to judge and discern, as gods without re- 
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ference to His standard of judgment, while the latt 
infatuates with the Circean cup of vice in all its forms of 
depravity. 

We ought never to forget, that in being composed of 
mind as well as matter, the vi^lant enemy acts on mind bv 
one set of temptations, and on flesh by another. 

While Satan abode in the Truth, he was an angel of 
light in principle. Now it is only in semblance, for Ik- 
" abode not in the truth," but " left his first habitation." 
In like manner, while man " abides in the tnttk," he is a 
aon, but in leaving it, he is a rebel, deceiving and beino 
deceived. 

The Scriptures are full of illustrations of this truth, thai 
life is in the Word of God, even as our Lord said to his 
disciples: "the flesh profiteth nothing." "The words 
that I speak unto you they are spirit and they are lift." 
They were to hunger and thirst for this food, to nourish 
the inner man unto life eternal. 

Let us trace the further illustration of this in the power 
of Glod, which was exercised by Moses, his obedient ser- 
vant ; and the supernatural imitations of the magidam 
of Egypt, who resisting the truth, served to confound io 
Pharaoh's mind all sense of what was of Gtod, and what 
was of Satan, insomuch that his heart became only the 
more hardened, until his infatuated belief in these 9Uprr- 
natural manifestations of Satan led to his destructi<Mi. 

The wise men of Pharaoh saw the rod of Moses become 
a serpent ; but they neither knew thai God had empow- 
ered him with that emblem of delegated authority, nor did 
they understand that at the command of God Moses uwd 
that ensign of His power. They also threw down their 
rods, and tliese in like manner assumed the semblance of 
serpents; but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. To* 
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people conversant with hieroglyphic, thiB was a pointed 
lesson; but so dazzled were they with the supernatural 
which seemed to attest the rival claims of the resisters of 
truth, that its morale was lost upon them. They read not 
of a prescient and pre-eminent putting forth of divine 
power, by his obedient servants, which could triumph over 
and put an end to error, however specious its disguise, and 
manifold its forms. 

When the servants of God are made mention of in Scrip- 
ture, the term signifies such as have no will but His to 
serve in all that he calls them to do. Through their iden- 
tification with the power of the creating and controlling 
Word, not alone the elements, but disease, the conse- 
quence of transgression, are in abeyance. 

Those who wielded in faith and obedience the power of 
the Word, were thereby enabled to perform perfect cures, 
*' all manner of sickness and disease among the people;" 
while those who exercised the power of adverse spirits, 
were necessarily baffled in every attempt which required 
the power of the Almighty Word. He who had been 
lame from his birth felt the renovating power of the Word. 
He received strength in his feet and ancle bones, when 
standing upright he walked, and leaped, and praised God, 
who had " given him that perfect aoundneas in the pre- 
sence of them all." 

Ehjah, full of power, recalled to life the only son of the 
widow who sustained lu'm, and the woman said ; " Now I 
know that thou art a man of God, and that the Word of 
the Lord in thy mouth is truth.'" 

Elisha, who received a double portion of his spirit, not 
only brought to life the son of ber who bad dealt kindly 
by him in receiving him under her roof; but, as if the 
power of the Word (which should in due time raise bim 
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from the grave), still pervaded the bones which rested in 
that assured hope, no sooner had " a dead man, who was 
cast into Iiis sepulchre, touched the bones of Elisha, than 
he revived and stood upon his feet." 

Let us consider the purpose, as well as the character of 
the Spirit of Truth in the disciples of our Lord and 
Master. Our Lord had commanded them not to depart 
from Jebusalem, for there they were to be endued witli 
power from on high ; accordingly, on the anniversary 
of that day on which the Law had been given by God 
through Moses to the people of Israel, on that self-same 
day of Pentecost, this early rain of the Spirit was shed ^ 
forth. Nor were their senses less appealed to in evideDC6^| 
of the Truth now than before. " A sudden sound camt^^ 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were seated." This was the Spirit 
of Truth ; " and there appeared cloven tongues as of fire, 
and it sate upon each of them." Here is, in a most expres- 
sive compound figure set forth, unity of spirit and the 
divers languages, in which they were to declare the tru&- 
of God as revealed in His Word, which is as fire, 
image of manifold power and unity in glorifying God 
upon each of them. 

Devout Jews, out of every natirai of the Asiatic wi 
over whom Jerusalem was the dispenser of Spiritual bl 
sing, heard in their own native languages the wonderful 
works of God from these simple and unlettered Galileans. 
On either side the understanding was appealed to, they, 
spake by the Spirit, and with the understanding also. 

The full measure of the Father's promise remains 
the latter rain), to descend copiously after their restoral 
to Jerusalem, " with the last" disciples, who shall meet 
with oae accord in one place fur this glorification of truth, 
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as " mth thejirst." The former and^ latter rain must 
necessarily fall on the same Jield and crop : no matter 
what withering process unbelief and disobedience may 
have produced between. The shaking and perplexity of 
the Uoman empire was to become a sign that the redemp- 
tion of the remnant of Judah draws nigh. 

The revived Theocracy may he like " a mustard seed," 
exceedingly small and contemptible, but when transplanted 
to its own soil, the birds of the air shall lodge under its 
branches. The generation who shall see these things begin 
to appear, shall not pass till all be fulfilled. Cephas quoted 
the incipient fulfilment of Joel's prophecy only in one of 
its aspects, namely, that it was, indeed, the spirit of Truth. 
His reply to the misjudging scoffers involves more than 
appears at first sight. He referred to the times* and sea- 
sons, (for they that are drunken, are drunken in the 
night) when he said : " We are not drunken, seeing it 
is but the third hour of the day?'' Another apostle uses 
the same expression ; " Ye are all children of light and of 
the day. We are not of the night, nor of darkness, let us 
not sleep as do others, but let us watch and be sober; for 
they that sleep, sleep in the night, and they that be drunken 
are drunken in the night ; but let us who are of the day be 
sober." Again : " Ye have no need that I write unto you 
concerning the times and the seasons, for ye yourselves 
perfectly know tliat the day of the Lord cometh as a thief 
in the night."" Also said our Loeo : " Take heed to your- 
selves, lest at any time ye be overcharged with surfeiting 
and drunkenness, and cares of this life and so that day 
come upon you unawares ; for as a snare shall it come 
1 all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth ; 
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watch ye therefore and pray always, that ye may be ', 
accounted worthy to escape all these things, and to stand 
before the Son of Man." 

The full and ultimate meaning of Joel's prophecy i 
connected with the great and terrible day of the Lobd. 
The scene opens with the re-establishment amidst tremen,- 
doua judgments of the dispersed of Judah in their o 
Land, then under il foreign power. " Hear this, ye ( 
men !^-Give ear alt ye inhabitants of the land i — Hath this' 
been in your day, or even in the days of your fathers?- 
Tell it to your children, and your children their childroi, 
and their children another generation." 

The events which precede the outpouring of the Spirit 
upon all flesh, are the confederacy of all nations against 
the newly-restored people of Israel ; who menaced by 
the most eminent danger from their combined power, are 
commanded to blow the trumpet in Zion, sounding an 
alarm in that holy mountain ; to sanctify a fast, to sun 
a solemn assembly, to gather the people, to sanctify the 
congregation, to assemble the elders, to gather the cbildrat 
and sucklings, to call the bridegroom from liis chamb^, 
the bride from her closet, to see that the priests the mioiB' 
ters of the Lord weep between the porch and the altar, 
saying : " Spare thy people, Loud, and give not thine 
heritage to reproach, that the Gientiles should rule over 
them, wherefore should they say among the people, whenr^ 
is their God ? Then will the Lord be jealous for Hrw 
LANU, and pity His people. Be glad then ye children of 
Zion, and rejoice in the Loan your God, for He hath given 
you the former rain moderately, and wiU cause to descend 
to you the former rain, and the latter rain." It is evident 
that this is in allusion to the shedding forth of the Spirit,, 
to renovate the people ; fur the words in the margin are 
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cher of righteousness ; and this the Spirit of Truth 
must ever be. 

" It shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
Name of the Lord shall be saved, for in Mount Zion 
and Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, 
and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call." 

We are left the alternative of either doubting the faithful- 
ness and truth of God, or that the persons " ask amiss" who 
say : " If we ask bread from our Father, will he give us a 
stone ?" The Lord is a Rock, just and right is He. We 
must at once conclude that bread lias not been asked ; that 
an erroneous conception of the mind and will of God has 
misled the judgment to desire instead of this food of His 
children, to be filled with the spirit as gods, 

The Word made flesh for salvation ; the Word written 
to make us wise unto salvation, is the bread of life given 
by our Heavenly Father for the growth in every good 
word and work of His household. 

When one great Exampler was immeasurably filled with 
the Spirit, Satan immediately took hold of this very circum- 
stance to tempt Him, to exhibit for his own use and glory 
a manifestation of supernatural power in turning stones 
into bread : this he resisted by the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word. " It is written, man shall not bve by 
bread alone, but by every" word which proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God." Again, the tempter, as he stood on 
one of the pinnacles of the Temple, entreated Him to prove 
His mission and authority by vaingloriously precipitating 
himself from it, that the angels whose charge the Mesiali 
was to be (in the way of obedience), should bear Him up 
so that He should not dash His foot against a stone." 
This would have been a tempting of God to satisfy the 

* The commandmeDti are called in Hebrew " tbe Ten Words." 
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craving of " shew us a sign ;" therefore He replied : " It b 
written thou slialt not tempt the Lobd thy God." Again, 
the adversary, from aii exceeding high nioiititain, shewed 
Hioi all the kingdoms of the world, and tlie glory of them, 
and said : " All these things will I give thee if thou wilt 
fall down and worship me." Then said Jesus unto him : 
" Get thee hence adversary, for it is written, thou shall 
worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve." Then the devil leaveth Him, and angels came and 
tniniatered unto Him. 

The Word is what our Lord calls " The chUdren'i 
bread," which he declared was not meet to cast before those 
who would set it aside. The connection in which this oc- 
curs is striking ; our Teacher had just been reproached by 
the Pharisees for permitting His disciples to transgress the 
tradition of the elders, i^ ho in framing tlie observance knew 
that bread is the symbol of that true bread, which is thi- 
staff of life to the children of God, therefore to imprest 
others with this consciousness of the thing signified, they 
ordained the washing of hands as a token of reverential re^ 
gard even for the emblem of the Bread of Life. 

But in process of time the import was lost sight of, 
the observance idolatrously substituted. Jesus repli 
" Why do ye transgress the commandments of God by 
your tradition? vix;. the gloss of interpretation by wliich 
they evaded the force and precision of the fifth command- 
ment, which, like all the others, was not given to be con- 
strued but obeyed. " Ve have made the conimanclments of 
God of none effect by your tradition : ye hypocrites, well 
did Isaiah prophesy of you:— This people draweth near 
me with their mouths, and with their lips they honour me, 
but their heart is far from me. But in vain do they wor- 
ship me, leaching for doctrine the commandments of mcu." 
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Tliese talkerg almut God having been offended. He said to 
his disciples: " Every plant which my Heavenly Father 
hath not planted shall be roo^ec/up; let them alone, they are 
blind leaders of the blind, and if the blind lead the blind 
both shall fall into the ditch." 

The Word is always described as that whith feeds the 
new man, who, after the image of Christ, is created in 
righteousness and true holiness. 



The little ones of the household are to r 
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milk of the Word, that they may grow thereby. " Young 
men," says John, " I have written unto you, because 
you are strong, for the Word of God abideth in you. If 
thai which ye have heard frimi the beginning shall remain 
in you, ye shall also continue in the Son and in the Father. 
And this is His promise, eternal life : these things I have 
written concerning them that seduce you. He that saith I 
know Him and keepeth not His commandments is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth His Word, 
in him truly is the love of God perfected.'" 

That some should err from this sound doctrine we are 
sufficiently apprized. It has been assumed that the child- 
ren's bread is stale and superceded by a more glorious dis- 
pensation of the Spirit in human oracles, and this indwelling 
of the Spirit's power is a thing so distinct from, and above the 
written Word, that it is not to be questioned, much less 
judged of by the law and the testimony which served for a 
darker dispensation, and a typical people, whose plate is 
supplanted, and whose promises are transferred. 

Those who harbour such unscriptural and antichristian 
sentiments do not pray for " the children"'? bread," but in- 
stead thereof, they desire to be filled with the Spirit of error. 
Thus it is that in setting aside the counsel of God, they be- 
te intoxicated, and that which should have been for their 
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welfare becomes a snare; for not only does Gk)d permit, biit 
in just retribution sends strong delusion that they should 
believe a lie, because they received not the love of the 
Truth that they might be saved. O what a contrast does 
the heady high-minded pretensions of such persons o£Per to 
the humility of that Grentile who sought the crumbs which 
fell from the children's bread. 

The Divine prophet intimating the return of the prodigal 
to a father's house and a father's bread saith, " Who then 
is that faithful and wise servant whom his Lord hath made 
ruler over His Household to give them their portion of food 
in due season : blessed is that servant whom his Lord, 
when He cometh, shall find so doing.*^ This provision to 
be distributed in due season, is the Word of Life, and thus 
it is that Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her 
converts with righteousness. This wholesome provision 
has given them a healthy constitution ; and they take to 
themselves the whole armour of God to grapple, not only 
with the adverse host, but to wrestle with invisible powers 
who usurp heavenly places. 

Although it is most true that of Israel Grod hath said, 
** Ye are my witnesses,'' it is only those who abide in the 
Truth that are in a condition to shew forth the praise of 
His name in the fulfilment of His promises. That is not 
a Jew who swims with the popular current of opinion like a 
straw or a feather, awed by the fear of losing the praise of 
men ; but he is a Jew* who braves the adverse torrent, and 
raises up a standard against it." He is a Jew whose praise 
is not ofman^ but of God. He is not such a Jew as Daniel, 
or Christ, or the apostles, who can be proselyted to any 
opinion which has grown out of these evil times. Of such 

• This term, derived from Judah, signifies praise. 
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e risen Lord saith, " Bebold,1 will make them of the con- 
^^;atioD of Sataii, who say iher are Jews aod are not, but 
do lie; behold, Iwill make thera tocomeand worship before 
thy feet, and to know (hat I have lored thee because thou 
hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation which shall try ihem that dwell 
upon the earth," 

The converts of Zion, redeemed with righteousness, are 
elsewhere called *' trees of righteousness, the planting of 
the Loud, that He may be glorified." 

Let us conader the means by which trees are made 
vi^rous and fruitful- The analogy in nature is so perfect, 
that David in spirit uses it to shew the opposite condition 
in which the use or disuse of the means for growing in 
grace issues. 

He compares God's Law to a river, by the side of which 
the " blessed man" is planted. Trees planted by rivers of 
water are fresh and fruitful in seasons of drought, when 
others wither in foliage, and are wanting in fruit. The 
dew in%*isibly descending, cleaases, freshens, and revives 
the leaves of the tree, but cannot compensate for the want 
of the sustenance, which should be received, and which 
must circulate through every vein and germ, in order to 
endure the heat of that sun which shall leave neither root 
nor branch of such plants as are not thus invigorated. 

Alas I what does the spirit effect on a strange vine, which 
has no foundation in His Word ; whose " wine is the 
jtoison of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps." — Deut- 
xxxii., xssiii. What can the Spirit do but intoxicate irith 
pretension those who have elimbed up some other way than 
by the appointed door into the sheepfold ? What kind of 
spirits are they who seek to entrench themselves beliind the 
glmees and wrestinga, and subterfuges of scripture Truth, 
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which thty have perverted with a covetous eye to their own 
advantage, rather than with a single eye to the glory of Go^i 
character, as the covenant keeping Jehovah. Abraham, 
and his star-Uke hne, the prophels and apostles, they con- 
sign to the lower condition of " eating bread in the king- 
dom of Israel C while not only disdaining the crumbs of 
their table, but its very bread, they exalt themselves a* 
goda into that empyrean heaven, to which the tempter hu 
hurried them, and whose elements shall lie dissolved by the 
fire of the Word in judgment. 

Again, certain special witnesses, yet to be raised up fat 
the glory of His name, are compared to golden tubes, fed 
by the Law and the tesdtnony, under the figure of " pun 
olive oil," The holy flame of the Spirit thus Kustained. 
has power in these witnesses to control the elements ol 
nature, and smite the earth with plagues as herctoforf 
by Moses. These two prophets are like Elijah,* jealous 
of the Word, from which there is then a great falling 
away, and a general sliding into the popular opaDicns 
and delusions of the times. 

The prerogative of Israel's lawgiver and king is then in- 
vaded by the " Man of Transgression," who shall " think to 
change times and laws ;" who shall " have iTidig 
t^ainat the Holy Covenant ;" even that " Wicked ( 
shall be destroyed by the brightness of the Lord's 
to take the Kingdom and reign on the Throne thereof, seod- 
ing forth the Law from Zion, the Word from Jenisalvin. 

During this predicted period of declension and idolatiTi 
the love of many, who had begun to run well, shall wax 
cold. On the side of the oppressor shall be power and 
allurement, and bestowment. Many stars in the motal 
firmament shall fall to the dust ; but such as c 
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loving their lives 



1 overfome, 

unto death, shall be saved. Then shall the fire of hot 
persecution try every man's works, of what sort they are. 
Then shall vice and apostacy be honoured and rewarded, 
while virtue and fidelity in those, of whom the world 
is not worthy, shall once more be hid in dens and caves of 
the earth, being afflicted, destitute, tormented. 

Fire shall consume such as hurt the two witnesses to 
Truth. This fire in their mouth is the AVord of God. 
" Ih not my Word a fire ? saith the Lord." And, again ; 
" I will make my Word in thy mouth fire, and the people 
wood, and it shall devour them.'' These faithful, despised, 
persecuted, and finally slaughtered servants of God, suffer 
not from the nation of Israel, in whose behalf they are 
sent to testify. It is the "peoples, and kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations,'" who shall rejoice and congratulate 
each other in having extinguished a testimony which 
equally tormented them all, however they might be at 
enmity among themselves, even as Herod and Pilate, 
who at enmity before, both united in the condemnation 
of Truth in the person of the Messiah. An erratic will- 
worship, a zeal without knowledge, has carried, and shall 
carry many, at the restoration of Judah, after them. It 
will be those who seek after a sign, and many signs shall 
be given, and many wonders, and much deceivableness of 
unrighteousness. Religious professors of many names shall 
trample under foot the court of the Gentiles, the stated 
term, in whicii the servants of God testify against the pre- 
vailing blasphemy and idolatry. The assemblage here 
noticed is quite different from that political confederacy 
which shall congregate for political purposes, and which 
shall also be destroyed. 

The fourth chapter of Isaiah is full of comfort to the 
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restored daughter of Zion, and those other virgin aaaetnblies 
U'htch are sheltered, as it were in their chamber, orpa^il- 
lion, on Mount Zion. 

Let us once more be reminded that the wisdom of one 
class of virgins was in haviog oil in their vessels, with their 
lamps ; and the folly of their neighbours was in having 
thought that they could retain the flame of the spirit with- 
out that which feeds it. " Our lamps are gone out, give us 
of your oil." The others cannot impart that which, like 
the manna, was to every man his portion. The flame, whe- 
ther fed by " pure olive oil," or by gas, is the same ele^ 
ment ; but the one recognizes a commanded ordinance, and 
llie other begins and ends in smoke. 

" Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them who cause 
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned, and avoid them ; for they that are such serve 
not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own [jerson ; and by 
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple. For your ofiedience is come abroad unto all ; I 
am glad, therefore, on your behalf; but yet I would hare 
you wise unto that which is good and simple concerning 
evil; and the God of Peace shall crush Satan under yuur 
feet shortly." The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you." Amen. 



THE THEOCKATIC GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL COWTKA8TED 
WITH THAT OF THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD. 

In forming an estimate of the progressive or retrograde 
state of nations, we are distinctly to keep in mind that 
mvilization is not the standard of estimate, or even of com- 
parison ; inasmuch as it is not the offspring of enlightened 
principle, but of estranged intellect. It is curious to trace 
the origin of the arts and sciencen, and their eifecta on 
society in a state of estrangement from God ; and on the 
other hand the arts in alliance with wisdom and virtue, and 
dedicated to the glory of God. 

The arts originated in the family of Cain. Tubal invented 
instrumental music. Tubal Cain, his brother, became the in- 
structor of artificers in brass and iron. After this Seth was 
bom to Adam, who was a seed chosen instead of the righteous 
AbeL We learn that in the days of Enos, the son of Seth, 
" Men began to call on the Name of the Loan.'" The seventh 
from Adam in this line was Enoch, of whom it is testified: 
" And Enoch walked with God and was not, for God took 
him." TheapostleJude also makes mention of this holy man, 
who prophesied of the perilous times preceding the second 
coming of the Messiah, " Behold the Lord conieth with ten 
thousand of His saints, to execute judgment upon all, and 
to convict all that are ungodly among them of their ««- 
godlif deeds which they have committed, and of their hard 
speeches which ungodly transgressors have spoken against 
Him." This bne who called upon the Name of the Lord, 
were in contradistinction to the other branches of the fami- 
Kes of Adam and of Cain, called " the sons of God;" but 
in process of time the descendants of Seth incurred much 
evil, by intermarrying with the idolatrous and godless 
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children of men. " And God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great upon the earth, and that every imaginatioti 
of the thoughts of his lieart was only evil continually ; and 
it repented the Loud that He had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at His heart." 

The elect line continued in the elder son of Noah, wlio 
received a peculiar blessing, that of becoming a benefactor to 
the Gentiles, who descended from Japhet, by whom " the 
Isles of the Gentiles were divided in their lands, every one 
after his tongue, after their families in their nations/' From 
Ham arose Nimrod, a mighty warricMr or hunter, the origin 
of whose kingdom was Babel, and three other cities in the 
land of S/iinar. Nothing was undertaken in the fear of 
the Load — no references to His authority — no calling on 
His name, except in the elect line. This independence is 
strikingly recognised in the prophetic representation of 
" wickedness" seated in an ephah, with a weight of lead 
upon it. The question being asked : " Whither do these 
bear the ephah .'"" it was said : " To build an House in the 
land of Shinar, and it shall be established, and set there 
upon her own base.'' To the same sandy foundation our 
Lord, as a prophet, alludes in the building of that House, 
of which " the fall should be great." 

It is in the line of Seth we are to trace civilization 
marching hand in hand with wisdom and righteousness in 
subjection to the authority of God, and for tiie glory of 
His name. Thus we find wisdom as His inspiration, and 
the companion of genius. Of Hiram it is said: " He was 
filled with wisdom and understanding," as well as genius. 
The meaning, is all his designs teemed with morale. His 
works had a meaning to the honour and glory of God ; 
while the mere wisdom of the Egyptians, or the mere 
genius of other nations, was the knowledge of nature, a 
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the casket without its gems, or the embodied fictions of 
imagination, which all tended to evil. The glory of Israel 
was that they did nothing without the mind of God being 
revealed. " See that thou make it according to all that I 
shew thee." " And thou shalt speak unto all that are 
wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, 
that they may make," &c. 

" See, I have called Bezaleel, Sic, and I have filled him 
with the spiiit of God in wisdom and in understanding, and 
iu knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship." The 
description which Josephus gives of that spirituality, of 
which the visible splendour of jVaron's priestly garments 
were only the symbol and shadow, is very instructive; 
much of this knowledge having cMme down to the Hebrews 
in history, as well as oral tradition. 

These two distinct kinds of genius and civilization hav- 
ing been traced to their origin in wisdom and virtue, or 
the reverse, let us bring, not the existing kingdoms of 
this world, as the rule by which to j udge of the progress of 
intellectual education and science, but rather take that 
government aticounted the most intelligent in the nine- 
teenth century, to be judged by the ancient Kingdom of 
Israel, in order that we may lay our hand on our mouth, 
and our mouth in the dust, crying out: " Unclean, un- 
clean !" and thus shall we comprehend that " darkness 
covers the earth, and gross darkness the peoples." 
The infinite wisdom of God enacted the government of 
Israel, of which the metropolitan Throne was Jerusalem. 
Moral right regulated the whole constitution thus esta- 
blished on sound principle. Evil was in the least devia- 
tion from this healthfid system. Departure from the 
principles of administration was a departure from God. 

The very reverse of this characterises governments 

Kg 




132 THK ISSUES OF I 



founded on political expediency. The occasion, in such s 
perverse system, dictates any breach of good faith, and 
tolerates any means for the attainment of that political end 
which covetousness may have in view. It is therefore in 
s personal separation, a voluntary coming out of this evti 
state of things, that individuals arc to obey God and save 
themselves. The Scriptures frequently allude to this in- 
verted order of things: " Surely your turning of things 
upside down shall be esteemed as the potter's clay." 
*' I will overturn, overturn, overturn, until He come wbowj 
right it is, and I will give it Him." 

The healthfulness of the constitution of Israel's bene* 
ficent government was in the prevention rather than th« 
punislunent of delinquency. The moral diseases which 
prevailed were in a departure from the healthful regime. 
We find that not only perfect wisdom dictated the om- 
Btitution of society, but that its beneficent character, directly 
tended to the promotion of prosperity and peace. The 
release which distinguished every seventh year, and that 
more g«ieral release every fiftieth year, called the jubilee^ 
had a most beneficial influence on society; for not only 
was a great lesson taught of immediate dependence 
Goil, but the poor and needy in the land were iha»> 
provided for by law. 

In a strict obedience to this statute, Israel foimd thtiS 
plenty and peace prevailed throughout the land. Wlule 
the breach of it discovered a spirit of ungodly reasoning, 
either on natural causes or the practice of the nations, and 
was followed by famine and invasion. Tlie law is re- 
markably precise and clear. 

" Wlierefore ye shall do my statutes and keep my 
judgments and do them, and ye shall dwell safely in the 
land ; and the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shtdl eat 
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fully, and dvdl tfaixaB si£elT. Bm if re sliall say : What 
ehaiU we eat the seventh year? B^mU we thai) not sow 
DCM' gather m our Btaraxf Then I will comman() my 
bleasiiig upoo you in the sixth year, and it shall bring 
forth fruit fcr six yean. Ve ^kall sow the dghth vear, 
and eat of old fruit until the ninth year ; until her fruits 
come in ye shall eat <^ the old stores. The land shall rtoi 
be alienated, for the Land is Mine, and ye are strangers 
and sojourners with Me." 

These sabbatical portions were called the sabbaths of 
the land, and disobedience to this glorious and salutary 
statute was followed by a temporary- alienation of the land, 
which enjoys her sabbaths in the absence of her exiled in- 
habitants. Seventy of these portions of time, in reference 
to the land, are spoken of by Daniel the prophet. 

The release which took place at these periods was another 
blessing most materially affecting the well being of the 
people. The children of a prodigal father, or orphans, 
inured to privation in their youth, were yet encouraged 
to bear with patience their temporary depression, assured 
that in the year of jubilee their estates would revert to 
them ; thus did the hope of regaining their family liearth 
and hall nerve the mind to endure toil and poverty. But 
in these times poverty wore not that hideous aspect with 
which it now apiJears. 

A most benign law provided for the wants of the poor 
widows, fatherless children, and stranger, in the gleanings of 
every com field. Thus it was that the widowed Naomi and 
t!ie stranger Ruth were sustained. And thus Boaz found 
in keeping the commandment a great reward, for in " leav- 
ing the comers of his fields for the widow and stranger," the 
first link was wrought in that chain of events by which ho 
Iwcaoie the anceator of the Meseiab ; white Huth found that 
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m kariBg kr nfvn and ^ caniiii^ to trost under the wings 
€f tlie God €f \snA^ diere was tlie b^immig of a theme 
cf eirolastiiig piaise in the redconing up of that star-like 
host among wfaampto-eniinent stands die root and offspring 
of Darid, who was the third in descent firom her son. 

Agadn and again it is to be noted, that in obedience to 
ike wnU of God there is a stream of benefiiurtion overflowing 
its hanks in Hesring to all around. 

That hiw, which aUotted to the ministers of religion 
their portion of everj offerii^ whidi die people brought to 
the Loan, was wisdy beneficial in regard to them and the 
interests of rdigion, in keepng them ^ unspotted from the 
worid." Thus were they haj^y preserved from an ambi- 
tious and coTetous disposition, die Loan being their por- 
tion as they were His. 

The priests became covetous of wcnidly honours and 
emcduments just in mopcnrdon as they made fxndxhe law 
of God by their traditions and subterfuges. There are 
numerous sordid hindrances and perplexing cares involved 
in the possession of wealth, which blind the eyes and pervert 
the judgment ; theref<xe the wisdom of God ordained, in 
the provision which he made for His ministering servants, 
that they should be utterly disengaged from all secular 
entanglements and snares. That in seeking first the in- 
terests of His kingdom in the promotion of righteousness, 
all other things should be added unto them. 

How humane the law respecting the decayed Israelite : 
** And if thy brother (Hebrew) be waxen poor and fallen 
in decay with thee, then thou shalt relieve him as a stranger 
or sojourner that he may live with thee; take thou no 
money of him, or increase, but fear thy God, that thy bro- 
ther may live with thee."" 

The poor man who had borrowed was to have his pledge 
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■ restored if it were raiment, " that be may sleep in his own 
raiment and blesa thee.'" Ag^n, " Thou shalt not op. 
press an hired servant that is poor and needy of thy 
brethren, or of the strangers that are in thy land ; at his 
day thou shalt give his hire ; neither shall the sun go down 
upon it, for he is poor and sctteth his heart upon it, lest 
he cry against thee unto the Lord and it be sin unto thee." 

" Thou shall not pervert the judgment of the stranger, 
nor of the fatherless, nor take a widow's raiment for pledge." 

Laws so humane, in constant operation, must have had 
the happiest influence on society- What is the condition 
of the poor and needy in Britain, and what of their chil- 
dren ? Are they not the prey of that intemperance which 
is as a source of revenue encouraged, while the most san- 
guinary laws are enforced as llie punishment of that demo, 
ralization which is necessarily. either the offspring or allv of 
intemperance ? And are not their children, at an age too 
tender to admit of their taking other exercise than that 
which nature dictates in their plays, forced to attend fac- 
tories early and late, inhaUng an unwholesome atmosphere 
of cotton dust, and deprived, not only of proper meals and 
recreation, but of sleep, that balmy solace of the weary. 
This* infant slavery must uecessarily engender a moral 
pestilence on all sides. Parents must have every feeling 
and sympathy seared as with a hot iron, in seeing from day 
to day their children emaciated, pale, and asthmatic, laying 
up a stock of suffering, moral, mental, and physical, for 
old age. Again, the children naust associate their parents 
with that misery to which they have given them birth ; they 
can have none of that childlike dependence which cements 
affection ; they soon begin to earn that which makes them 
consider themselves boarders rather than children. 
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How lovely the spirit of this law : " Thou shalt rise up 
before the hoary head and honour the face of the aged num. 
I am the Loan." The hoary head to be respected was to 
be found in the way of righteousness, hence the ioflueoci- 
of this law tended to promote that rirtue in the sged to 
which the youth were to look with reverence. 

Jehovah being the King of Israel, blasphemy against hit 
Name and authority was punished with immexliate death, 
just as high treason is punished with reference to the kings 
of the Gentiles. Blasphemy was a thing of Teiy rare oc- 
currence, as was rebellion against the authority of parental 
which was also to be purged out of Israel by the death al 
the unnatural son. As kindness and the pet-suastoD cf 
fatherly love is lost upon low and sordid natures, who an- 
only actuated by hope of reward and fear of punishment, it 
became necessary to meet such characters by that wliich is 
a " terror to evil doers" in the form of corporal pimiab- 
tn^t. If some natures are so degraded as to require their 
bodies to be scourged into the discipline which 
ought to have acknowledged, this was to be adminisi 
as a means of mural cure rather than of vengeance on 
person of the offender. The shame, rather than the sewei 
of the punishment, was wisely intended for this end. 

The number of stripes was not to exceed forty, henn 
it was the practice to give ** forty stripes save one" in ordtr 
to be within the limit of the law rather than exceed il- 
The reason is given why more may not be inflicted: 
" Then thy brother should setm* vile unto thee- 

* The BtroDg arm of the law shnuld correct tlie vicious <idOi 
view to their repenlanL'c and nmendinent, not in taking vengeance ■ 
tlie person of the offender. We are ac-cuslOTned lo ro»d, ii 
of civilized Europe, of human Hesh receiving five I- Jodred Btript*,* 

have heard of its hein); pliyeicolly impoHBible to e 
the tiili sum of torture at «iw time, and of an intervi^ of ti 
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abstract for the epinaeia, or tao ^ipiynW £v tk Ar> 

malist, and » the one jod tfar ocher puE b^ at tbe otfaer 

ude, although God has Gaid, " Open tfar mouth in behalf 

of the dumb,^ of those who cannot oomfjain of the unjust 

and unnecessary sufferings vhidi through the ath^sm of 

man they endure. It was enjoined on the Hdtrews to treat 

their domestic animals with kindness ; the comniands which 

they received in Taiious particulars ^ew that cruelty was 

not guarded against by an express law. because it could 

not be supposed that those who were the subjects of tiiat 

King who created the various animal trilws, and whoso 

tender mercies are over all his works, could bo cruel to 

those creatures who, on account of man's tnuiigruMluii, 

came into a condition of sufl'ering. 

In the deutruction of Ninevelij the tender mercy of tfaa 

allowed to put the fitraim of the (.toIutp, ihiu viliflnd nuil Imriluniiil, 
ill B. condition to receive tho mim of lii^rlmrily .ill full, and thi* |^iw- 
illy for puUtical rather than raur*! otleaam. 
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Creator noticed its thousands of unoffending children (Bid 
its many flacks and herds. 

The notices which the Hebrews received were therefore 
above any specified prohibition of cruelty to the creatures 
of God ; they were rather instances which recognized 
positive kindness of conduct toward the domestic animal.s 
whose comfort we are to promote as well as whose service> 
we are to require. 

The oxen who were employed in treading out the com 
were not to be muzzled. The Hebrews were here taught 
to recognize justice as a principle in all things, the en*- 
tures being a part of that Polity for which God legislated, 
tiiey were not only to be negatively kind in forbearing 
to be cruel, but they were to respect thdr comfort in not 
preventing them from taking at their will a small por- 
tion of that which they prepared by labour. Again, tht 
parent bird was not to be taken together with its young. 
The young had never known the sweetness of liberty, and 
might be without pining tamed for amusement ; but let the 
parent-birds loose, they shall soon forget their los.s, and 
rejoice over another nest. We affect to be too " high- 
minded" to notice such little things ; but there is with the 
Creator nothing little or great according to our estimate. 
He that would treat with cruelty a sparrow, is in the sight 
of God as wanting in knowledge of His character, and 
respect to His commands, as he that would commit some 
obviously great offence. God measures actions by thrir 
principle in reference to His revealed will. " If we are 
faithful in that which is least, we shall necessarily in that 
which is of magnitude. Our recognition of the principle 
is the security for this in the sight of Him who regards thi- 
spring of our actions. With reference to the trcatoienl 
of animals now in Christendom, the society which here c 
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there a few humane individuals have established canonly take 
cognizance of the more glaring acts of barbarity, and tlds 
in a very faint degree answers the purpose, inasmuch as 
one out of thousands of cases is reported to them ; and it is 
to be feared, that paying a few shillings, wrung out of the 
over-drudgery of horses, will only make the fined or im- 
prisoned offenders the more ready to avenge themselves on 
their mute victims, when they are again let loose on soriety. 
No animal is more generous in bestowing its labour, or 
more conducive to the comfort of the affluent 'and the aid 
of the labouring class than the Iiorse, yet who that has the 
fear of God can endure to see the continuous variety of 
heartless suffering to which it is subjected. What a capri- 
cious, oppressive, arbitrary, merciless, thankless exactor is 
man in his godless state ! how insatiate his demands on 
the sinews and nerve of this noble and most abused crea- 
ture ! The perverse influence of intellectual and scientific 
knowledge, divorced from the wisdom which humanizes 
and the virtue which exalts the species, constitutes polished 
society, a kind of pantomime, where all is only the seeming 
of whatever is benevolent, kind, and compassionate. Does 
the eye glisten with sensibility ? — do the lips utter the 
words of sympathy and mercy ? — it is the illusive offspring 
of sentiment and self-love, not the healthful birth of the 
enlightened understanding and the tender heart, whose 
breathings of compassion, and whose tears of sympathy 
spring from the fountain of pure love to the Creator, 
and all those works of His which His tender mercies 
sustain. 

This sympathy, springing from identity with God, rises 

in the degree that those who suffer are experiencing the 

effects of entailed transgression, or who are the victims of 

oppressive system of things, whose very trespassea 
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are the result of that debasement wliicb of^resacn 
causes. 

Id what is termed fa^onable society, Dothing is truly 
felt, bonestly said, or sincerely done, all is plausible arti- 
fioe, the feelings sustained by artificial causes of excitement 
are ever responding to self, their master-chord. Thus the 
man of the most fastidious refinement, who is shocked at 
every thing simply vulgar in manner, is remarkably obtuse 
to whatever would disgust and shock the feelings of a soiuul 
and unsophisticated mind, whose sympathies respond to 
real suffering not tofictitious excitement. Selfishly exclu- 
sive, and shut up frtmi whatever is likely to annoy a pecu- 
liar kind of sensitiveness, such persons can behold, with* 
out an expression of horror, or a word of reprehension, the 
most heartrending sufferings of their fellow-creatures, and 
the most soul-sickening cruelty exercised in wanton barba- 
rity on the unoffending animals. 

Oh ! would that those who should be tender-heart«d 
intercessors and compassionate pleaders wherever their in- 
fluence extends, would live up to their high calling, at 
an *' help-meet" for the higher order of man. Oh ! that 
they would, instead of wasting their sensibilities < 
fictions of the novel or tlie stage, reserve their tears I 
sympathies for those real sorrows and real sufTuri 
which, as women, they are called to alleviate. The 
beautiful form and face, without this grace of womafr 
hood] resembles that fabulous creature to whom tlic 
Egyptians gave the face of a beautiful woman, to 
that beauty is without a humane heart and soul, a i 
of charming to destruction those who thus lose sight u 
destruction to which it is the purveyor. 

Although tlie Hebrews were chosen out of all n 
be the peculiar treasure of God, governed by His lair% a 
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there a few humanejndivieluals have established can only take 
cognizance of the more glaring acts of barbarity, and this 
in a very faint degree answers the purpose, inasmuch as 
one out of thousands of cases is reported to them ; and it is 
to be feai'ed, that paying a few shillings, wrung out of the 
over-drudgery of horses, will only make the fined or im- 
prisoned offenders the more ready to avenge themselves on 
their mute victims, when they are again let loose on society. 
No animal is more generous in bestomng its labour, or 
more conducive to the comfort of the affluent and the aid 
of the labouring class than the h»rse, yet who that has the 
fear of God can endure to see the continuous variety of 
heartless suffering to which it is subjected. What a capri- 
cious, oppressive, arbitrary, merciless, thankless exactor is 
man in his godless state ! how insatiate his demands on 
the sinews and nerve of this noble and most abused crea- 
ture ! The perverse influence of intellectual and scientific 
knowledge, divorced from the wisdom which humanizes 
and the virtue which exalts the species, constitutes polished 
society, a kind of pantomime, where all is only the seeming 
of whatever is benevolent, kind, and compassionate. Does 
the eye ghsten with sensibility ? — do tlie lipa utter the 
words of sympathy and mercy ? — it is the illusive offspring 
of sentiment and self-love, not the healthful birth of the 
enlightened understanding and the tender heart, whose 
breatliings of compassion, and whose tears of sympathy 
spring from the fountain of pure love to the Creator, 
and all those works of His which His tender mercies 
sustain. 

This sympathy, springing from identity with Grod, rises 
in the degree that those who suffer are experiencing the 
effects of entailed transgression, or who are the victims of 
oppressive system of things, whose very trespasKes 
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versal good-vnM, and the returning of good for evil ? What 
shall become the accusers of governments and individuals 
who have thus deeply perverted their ways ? — their mm 
shall come forward as their accusers at the righteous tri- 
bunal ; their anti-christian works shall follow and con- 
demn them to their face, and out of their own mouth shall 
they be judged, for they called themselves by the name of 
Christ ; they were inducted to their influential places by 
his ordinances, and sware upon " the Law and the tesd- 
niony'' for a confirmation of their sincerity. 

Words cannot describe, tliought cannot grasp the vast 
variety of human suffering which is gathered, and yet ga- 
thering, to condemn and sink these kingdoms " lyingin the 
wicked one." 

Mind cannot estimate the revolting horrors of those 
cargoes of human misery, which craft and power divorce 
from all the ties of nature and condemn to perpetual and 
ignominious slavery. Tens of thousands, whose drinkiugi 
up of the spirit which is in man, whose laceration of the 
human heart, whose tortures of the human form, all, ■)] 
lift up a. voice more awfully loud, more terribly vengiiful 
than that of Abel, against Christian governments. Cain'* 
character, under an assumption of the title of Christiaa, 
only deepens his condemnation. 

" The LoED said unto Cain: Where is Abel thy bro- 
ther ? and he said, I know not ; am I my brother's 
keeper ?" — even so politicians get rid of this question, ami 
rehgjous professors' " open not their mouth in the csuac 
of the oppressed." 

* A meetings of the Friends' Society whs lately held at Pe«kfaan. 

' when it appeared that, " (ifter ttcenty yean" tHibUig, iiolhinf 1m4 

been done in behalf of the bIoIcd and murdered " teiu of thouiaiuls'' 

uf AtricB. From a member of that society the nolo B. in the Af- 

peodix wu obtained. 
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The Loud never alters his judgment. Sins committed 
under much condemnatory light become more deeply sink- 
ing means of condemnation. " What hast thou done ? 
The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto Me from the 
ground, and now thou art cursed from the earth, which 
hath ojjened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood at 
thy hand." Mark how this ominous preservation of man's 
blood by man shed at the instigation of one or other of tlie 
evil passions, is at last visited and retjuited. " Behold tlie 
Loud cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of 
the earth for their iniquity ; the earth also shall disclose 
her blood, and shall no more cover her slain." 

The shedding of blood in political contests for the ac- 
quisition of territory, or the cementing of interests, sup- 
poses man in a state of practical atheism. But there is a 
much more guilty aspect of this evil, under the cloak of 
zeal for religion. Tlie affront is here offered to God. Our 
Lord saith, with reference to the slaughter of his brethren 
by those assuming His name and religion : " The time 
Cometh when he that killeth you will think that he doth 
God service, and this they shall do unto you because they 
know not the Father nor Me.'^ He strengthens his wit- 
nesses against this anti-christiaa spirit : " Be not afraid of 
them that can only kill the body." 

Our Lord said, that the blood of Abel to that of 
Zacharias, who u-as slain between the altar and the court, 
should be required of tlie generation to whom he then 
spake, hut of the aupplanter of Jerusalem it is testified, 
" And in lier was found the blood of prophets and saints, 
and of all that were slain upon the earth." 

In the common relations and concerns of society, guilt 
becomes more heinous in the degree'rtuit in^ratitiKlu for 
benefaction is concerned. Coiiiin'"' ^^ to any 
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proves a man to be void of the fear of God, but ingratitude 
to benefactors discovers that hopeless state of character 
imaged forth bj " trees twice dead and plucked up from 
the roots." 

If we requite a benefactor personally, either in kind, or 
in other expressions of respect and attachment, we may do 
so with very mixed feelings ; we may please some of nature's 
perverse traits, even in the desire of cancelling oblignlHa 
and extinguisliing debtorship, but if we ckeriith the feel- 
ing of gratitude, and if it outlives the immediate n 
of kindness and anxiously seeks to be&iend their d 
dants for their sokes, this is a higher as well as purer ex^ 
pression of the grateful heart in the sight of God and man. 

However Christendom may evade the obligation of be- 
friending the descendants of Ham on the nugatory plea t£ 
their being inferior on the scale of being ; however thqr 
may justify a wholesale stealing and selling of the men rf 
Africa by the profit which it brings, they cannot, by tht 
same process of reasoning, account for their conduct to the 
descendants of their benefactors of the race of Israel. 

God selected this people, '* wonderful from their bqcio- 
ning hitherto," as the medium of and through whom Hk 
revealed Mind and Will should be communicated to tbe 
nations. Thus the jmtriarchs, prophets, and apostles of 
Israel became like the stars of heaven in reflerting the 
light which they received from the Sun of Righteousncsi 
on a dark world, while the Hebrew nation itself, however 
blind to the spiritual power wliich transferred " the law md 
the testimony" to the heart in the form of new principles of 
action, yet guarded with the utjnost vigilance ita tetter 
from the slightest interlopation. Let us observe how the 
nations were judged? it was invariably with r^ennet In 
their conduct to Israel. They were expected to iceoj^dK 
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the being and power of the God of Israel in his dealings 
witli them and Pharoaii their oppressor, henco the sur- 
rounding nations were required to act towards the people 
of the Lord as tliose who were under His special govem- 
menL " Let my people go that they may serve Me," was 
the high object and purpose held up to Pharoah and the 
nations. It was expected that thus announced the Am- 
monites and Moabites would gdvo them bread and water, 
and that the others when required would give ihem a pas- 
sage through their lands ; having failed to demonstrate 
their faith their unkindness became the ground of their 
judgment. The Song of Moses, Exod. sv. 14, 16, 
refers to the effect intended to be produced. The 20th of 
Numb. 1" shews, that notwithstanding the respectful request 
which Moses made to the Edomites in the Name of the 
Lord to pass through their land, they replied, " Thou 
shalt not pass by me lest I come out against thee with the 
sword." Edom refused to give passage to Israel, thus 
they rejected their call of duty, " wherefore Israel turned 
away from her." This was their condemnation. Again, 
we find this declaration, "An Ammonite or a Moabite 
shall not enter into the congregation of the Lo>-d for ever, 
because they met you not with bread and water in the way 
when ye came forth out of Egypt, and because they had 
hired against thee Balaam the son of Beor to curse thee ; 
nevertheless the Lord thy God would not hearken unto 
Balaam, but the Lord thy God turned the curse into a 
blessing, because the Lord thy God loved thee. Thou shalt 
not seek their peace nor their prosperity all thy days for ever." 
Of Amalek it is said, " Remember what Amalek did 
unto thee by the way when ye were come forth out of 
Egypt ; how he met tliee by tlie way and smote the hind- 
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most of thee, even all that were fe^ile behind thee, 
thou wast faint and weary, and he feared not God." TJ 
cotnmand, therefore, was to blot oKt the reraembraoi 
of Amalek from under Heaven. 

Ualiab, as a solit^y instance, is immortalized in havii 
profited by the manifestations of the mind and will of Gi 
in His dealings with His people Israel and the nations who 
had oppressed them. " I know," said she, *' thai the 
Loud hath given you the land, and that your terror is 
fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land 
faint because of you ; for we have heard how the Lo»» 
dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when He came 
out of Egypt. As soon as we heard these things our heflrts 
did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in 
any man because of you, for the Loun your God, He re 
God in Heaven above and in the Earth beneath, now 
therefore swear I pray you unto me by the Loan, nruv / 
have eheued you kindness, that ye will also skeiv kindi 
Mnto my father's house," 

The debtorship in these latter times is greatly 
by the consideration that the blood which was shed hi 
taking away the sin of the wortd, was that of a Jew, who 
also now intercedes at the right hand of God for Ihe chil- 
dren of Abraham by consanguinity, and for others also who 
are his children hy faith and obedienre. Again the amount 
of debtorship, as it were, cverflows in the noble and disin- 
terested ministry of Paul to the Gentiles, who hav^^ ncvrr 
fHoduced a Paul to the Jews. But this is not all ; ttwir 
very unbehef was made a mt«ns of benefaction hi thai it 
opened a term of pnihation to the nations, and a H'tiyr ofoo 
cesg toliebeversouf ofthcnations. Consider this martellou* 
people on all tudes, and still you see them as liene/artort A> 
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tjie nations,* as they ore wttneseea for God. But the acnte 
of blessing is in their restoration to tlieir Land, and the 
privileges of that Kingdom, of which the Ruler is David's 
Lord and son. " For if the fall of them be the enrich- 
ing of the world, and the decay of them the riches of the 
Gentiles, how much more their influx ? for if the casting 
forth of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall 
the receiving of them be but life from the dead." 

We continually find that as the estimate of laraers love 
to Grod is demonstrated and ascertained by the alacrity of 
that obedience which springs from the constraining motive 
of affection. Even so the Grentiles are judged by the es- 
sence of that Law which is love. The Jew is to obey, 
because he loves His Lawgiver who is His Kedeemer. 
The GentUe is to love because he believes that through the 
merit of the Holy Israehte, he is received into the common- 
wealth of Israel, and is from a stranger and alien brought 
to partake of the Theocratic blessedness to which they shall 
be restored, and of which the earnest and seal is the Holy 
Spirit of promise which now invisibly unites the whole 
family in heaven and on earth. 

Jerusalem has for eighteen centuries been in widowed 
desolation, seated on the dust and ashes of her former glory. 
Home, together with tlie other kingdoms of this world, 
supplanted her in authority. And as Jerusalem had been 
the administratress of spiritual things to the naticHis of 



* Thia has sllueioa to Iwo clasBefi : thoae wlio have been ur ahall be 
" burning and shioing lights" in turning luauy to righteousness, and 
to the nation wh» even in their ealBmity, ■' have witnessed to the Truth 
and Juatiee of God." Others who " forsalte the huly c 
likened to" thechaff:" they assume the faith of Christ ai 
ment, but obey not His doctrine, and follow not His exaio 
they ceaoe to be His iritnesses. 
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Asia, under the direction, and to the glory of God, even adij 
Rome arose on the basis of self-aasumed mdhmrity as Mi 
tress of the Western World, to diBpense those streams 
doctrine which have been flowing in hundreds of devious 
channels, and at lengtli issue in the state of spiritual, moral^j 
intellectual, and physical derangement which exists, s 
which now makes men's hearts " fail for fear, and 
looking after those things that are coming on the earth.' 

Jerusalem became estranged by her unfaithfulness, 
provocations averted the face of her Almighty I.obd 
King ; but He never divorced her, never transferred 
another His unchangeable and unchanged love. He wail 
for her repentance, and until the cup of her self-constitul 
rival should overflow that He might say : " Arisc] 
— shine !" Is she, who saith in her heoit, " I am a qui 
and shall see no reverse I" better than Jerusalem, wh< 
vacated privilege she occupies? Did wn6f/ief become tha 
means of opening a term of probation to Christendom? 
and shall unbelief not be again tlie means of shutting that 
term upon itself, when Jerusalem shall again arise and 
shine in her proper character and station among the natii 
of the earth ? Under eighteen centuries of the influence 
the Spirit of Truth, what fruits has even the religious 
world of Christendom produced to the glory of God ? Has 
unerring Truth failed to draw a correct prophetic picture 
by the hand of Moses? who seeing this inter\-al of grace to 
the nations, is constrained to testify, " their rock (political 
eaipediency) is not as our Rock {the Law and the Te^tu 
mony)r even our adversaries themselves, being judges, 
for their Vine is the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of 
Gomorrah ; their grapes are of gall, their clusters are biti 
their wine is the puisun of dragons, and the cruel venom 
asps. Is not this laid up in store witli me sealed 
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there a few humane individuals have established can only take 
cognizance of the more glaring acts of barbarity, and this 
in a very faint degree answers the purpose, inasmuch as 
one out of thousands of cases is reported to them ; and it is 
to be feared, that paying a few shillings, wrung out of the 
over-drudgery of horses, will only make the fined or im- 
prisoned oifenders the more ready to avenge themselves on 
their mute victims, when they are again let loose on society. 
No animal is more generous in bestowing its labour, or 
more conducive to the comfort of the affluent and the aid 
of the labouring class than the horse, yet who that has the 
fear of God can endure to see the continuous variety of 
heartless suffering to which it is subjected. What a capri- 
cious, oppressive, arbitrary, merciless, thankless exactor is 
man in his godless state ! how insatiate his demands on 
the sinews and nerve of this noble and most abused crea- 
ture ! The perverse influence of intellectual and scientific 
knowledge, divorced from the wisdom which humanizes 
and the virtue which exalts the species, constitutes polished 
society, a kind of pantomime, where all is only the seeming 
of whatever is benevolent, kind, and compassionate. Does 
the eye glisten with sensibility ? — do the lips utter the 
words of sympathy and mercy ? — it is the illusive oflspring 
of sentiment and self-love, not the healthful birth of the 
enlightened understanding and the tender heart, whose 
breatliings of compassion, and whose tears of sympathy 
spring from the fountain of pure love to the Creator, 
and all those works of His which His tender mercies 
sustain. 

This sympathy, springing from identity with God, rises 
in the degree that those who sulfer are experiencing the 
effects of entailed transgression, or who are the victims of 
an oppressive system of things, whose very trespasses 
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strains us to serve our Redeemer acceptably with i 
rence and godly fear, knowing that His character ii 
changeably the same — " Our God is a consuming fire 
All preceding dispensations have been as beacon-lightft ( 
Christendom. How is their love to be estimated, s 
LoED, LoKD, in honour of Christ's atonement or divinity 
may be empty homage, and as such rejected. They a 
shew that they love the brother whom they have not seenb 
kindness and sympathy, and good deeds shewn to 
brethren whom they have seen as exiles, strangers, « 
lives an hungered and naked. 

The regenerate are represented as taking plej 
very scattered dust and stones of Zion. The right« 
Judge does not bring the Law against the nations ; odII^ 
those who received the Law in tlie order of express com- 
mands, shall be judged by that order and precision. But 
the Gentiles, to whom the Law was not given, shall btt -m 
tried by Love, whose righteous flame they shall be i 
able to endure. 

Oh ! if zeal, if will-worship, if party spirit, if devotion 4 
creed or leader, had been made the standard of judgmcii 
how many would have entered the kingdom by climbini 
up some of these other ways ? But, alas ! with love as tl 
ordeal, and the people of Israel as the touchstone,* can tik 

• Our Lord, as a prophet, foreshows that when " seBted on t 
Throne jf His jjlory'' — which David and Solomon only occspl' 
His vicegerents (see 2 ChruaicteB 9. S), " tbenoHoru" (who bar* 

;upanta during hii personal absence and the exile of fais sutiJM 
are there lo stand liefore His judgment seal, and by " ihr/miu i^t 
Spiril" demonatrated in kindness to " Hit brethreti" in their n 
Uld prostrate condition, in their love to Him to be proved. CumpI 
Matthew xxv. from verae 3! tii 46, with .lereniiah ili. 17. IH, 
Throne of the Kingrdom of Irrael wan claimed by Jfhav»b, (1> 
'. I Suumel y, 7') When Israel yraa n 
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Ik b more hc^eless gulph ia the way of sitting down with 
Abrahani, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of BJgb- 



Oil ! had those whom He ia not ashamed to call bre- 
thren, been Greeks, or Homans, or Persians, or Chinese, 
there might have been a weight of ill-requited benefaction, 
removed out of the scale of judgment, the blood of none of 
these cries out from our soil, which refuses longer to hide 
that of the Lord's captives. 

Where was love, when a homeless and shelterless flock, 
during the absence of their Shepherd, became a prej to all 
the wild beasts, among whom they were scattered, and 
wltom the light of tlie Gospel could no/ tame? 

How often have the kings and politicians and aeclarians 
confederated to extinguisli the name and memorial of Is- 



la yoke of Ef;ypt, it was that niiT might he their king. 
When their honrts, in departing frotn the Jiving God, desired to " be 
as the nations," in having a, visihle king — they were given up to their 
heart's desire, and agdn and again Buffered all the eviU of tyranny 
and oppression from a godless king, as the punishment of their re- 
hellion against their rigbful Sovereign. When IT as the promiBed 
Messiah, touk flesh of the family of DEtvid, did this cancel His claim 
to the throne of Jerusalem? Did it not rather establish the original 
right by the new tie of brotherhood, and by the new claim of con- 
guest^ henpe it is truly said, " until the redemption of the pur- 
cAoserf possession," and thuB it ia called "the Throne of His Glory;" 
for cimsider the breadth, and length, and height, and depth ni moral 
^to^which strove lawfully in wresting: >' from the god of this world. 
He came to his own as a prophet, to teach backslidden Israel the fear 
of the LoBD^He was not received because His Light reproved thein 
— He was cut off, and poured out His soul an offering for their trans- 
gression of Hh law. That generatioTi put a sceptre of reed in His 
hand, and a crown of thorns on His head ; another generation shaH 
behold Him invested with the crown of Victory and Dominion, and 
with the sceptre of Righteousness, und ahall say, " Blessed ia He that 
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Inieth in the Name of the LoRr 
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■ of dKJT King, that the ai 
■MB, mA Mn^ me ffi» CaUrful witnesses that " Israt 
AaD not eeue b%im bnif ■ natiofi before Him {or ever.^ 
How madlT aid aKbctanialdy did a demon-zeal to pro- 
fdrle law! to ' ''"'"g 0>**i ■auiml ng the name of Christ, 
think it did G«» xnice m nmolatiag tens of thousand:* 
OB Ak ahvs of supenntaDB and idolatrr t Haw did the 
tkane U r efJmtalet, m tike Awry of Ckrittianity, " slay 
and lake poraesaoa.'' 

Wfaatb^ had a principie of Icn-e to God and devotion t 
Hk name, fled during that whiriwind of profession, whid 
sent the ciusaders through rivers of Hebrew blood to ea^ 
counts a phantota, and gain a bubble. ^\'liere was tove 
when blind to equity, and deaf to pitv, in Spain, it stript 
of their property, and drove to inhospitable shores, i 
than came out of Egypt by Moses ? We shall find the Ic 
which rejoiceth not in init^uity, but in the Truth, in t 
much enduring thousands, who rather tlian compromirf 
God's truth, and their faith in it — rather than temporia^fl 
left their possessions, to swell the dark catalogue <rf the ■ 
church's crimes — to encounter all the hardships to which 
destitution in unfriendly lands is subject- They had 
respect unto the recompence of reward, and endured, J 
as seeing Him who is invisible. They acted up to tit 
Light revealed to them ; their trust was in the Name < 
the LoBD — the Word which waa pledged to befriend tl 
who of old was " afflicted in all their afflictions." 
and fear, ye Gentiles, that Name, that Word was the ( 
head of the Messiah, which Christians, taught ihcni 
Chnst, to sliuii as a teacher of unscriptural novelties, t 
to detest, as the patron of unrighteous deeds.* But llta 

* Tbe nureery IbIl' of tlie dcsL-ondiiriU of the i^punisli i>r I>urluicur« 
Jnws h about ihr Clirialinu loquUitiun, cuofitcaliunr, r 
• kvres. cruBBdcr, &t. 
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were not protestant times. Has not love, in our days, kept 
pace with knowledge and science? " Have we not com- 
passed sea and land to make proselytes ?" 

But who reqiured this at the hands of any subdivision of 
the one great Babel ? Christ, shall never say : " Inasmuch 
as ye preached not to these, my brethren, ye preached not 
to Me.^' Teaching this people is invading a prerogative, 
of which their Lawgiver and King is exceedingly jealous. 
Of the Messiah, the Father testified : " Hear ye Him ;" 
while the Son saith : " My wards are not my own, but His 
thai sent me." Only to the pure Word of God is Israel 
to hearken ; they are not to listen to the voice of strangers ; 
they are a peculiar people, commanded to recognise neither 
intermediate king nor lawgiver. The teacher sent from 
God speaks GwSs Words, and them only. 

The Jews have, during the last thirty years, seen the 
combined powers of piety, zeal, influence, and means put 
forth in an attempt to do that which only the Word and 
Spirit of Goa cati do — " Remove the veil from their imder- 
standing, that in reading Moses they may see Him of whom 
Moses and the prophets did write." Alas! in this complicated 
machinery they have only seen a contrast to the noble acts 
which the mighty power of God did by those glorious men 
in their nation, who had a single eye to His glory, an<l 
whose faith subdued kingdoms, shut the mouths of hons, 
quenched tlie flaming fire, brought the dead to life. They 
have also seen this prophetic truth glorified — " Not by 
might, nor by power, hut by my Spirit, saith the Loru." 

The Jews read of messengers sent by God, to testify to 
His truth, whether men would hear or forbear, men fortified 
by the whole armour of righteousness, who speaking the 
pure words of God, were as fenced pillars and 'imusen walls. 
They behold tlie power of a call i'rom the living Goil, in 
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coDstraining Moses to abjure the ease and affluence of 
court to suSer aifliction nitli a most degraded and insen: 
people — iu calling Isaiah, Daniel, Nehemiah, from courtli 
splendour, to encouDter reproach and persecution forTruth'i 
sake ; and which also urged Paul of Tarsus to quit 
seat of learning to testify the same truth to the Gentil 
amid all that variety of i^uffering which he nobly and dii 
interestedly endured. They read of the true and faithful 
ser^-ants of God wandering about in slieei>-skins and goat- 
skins, in deserts and caves, being destitute and afflicted ; 
and as if to give the highest relief to the descripticm of He- 
brew apostles, they behold the very reverse of tliis picture 
of apostolic devotion attempting to proselyte them. Our 
glorious MaaU>r teaches that as the edifice which is raised 
on a theoretical profession, cannot stand that storm of ouU 
ward and inward causes, which shall be sent for the pur- 
pose of shaking and overthrowing all that is not aterltag 
principle oTichored on Truth — even so He teaches, that 
from his flock, in times of danger, " the hireling fiesth, 
h&^avxe he is an hireling, and careth not for the &he^." 
A stranger to their promises and hopes of having their 
own literal shepherd, and their own hteral fold ; these con- 
soling and sustaining hopes, founded on the Truth of God'a 
Word, are " turned against them as a reproach." 

The educational prejudices of the stranger are all in 
contradiction of those promises which are the birthright 
inheritance of Israel as a people. Therefore the stranger 
they will not follow, for they know not the voice of strao- 
gers. The voice of the prophets and apostles was a con- 
tinuous call to have the law of Gon transferred friMn Uic 
tables of stone to the warm and active affectiona of (heir 
heart, by the power of God's mighty Spirit, while the 
voice of the stranger has bi.'vn all for making i>uid this law, 
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converting thegrace which came by Jesus Christ into an oc- 
casion for transgressing the Truth which also come by Him. 

In Jews the standard of principle and morals are ever pro- 
portionably low with tlteir ignorance of " the Law and the 
Testimony;'" hence it is that those who come in contact with 
the strangers, of whom our Lord prophetically speaks, are 
ready lo be driven about by every wind oi doctrine that pro- 
misee to giee them liberty from the salutary restraints of 
Tighteousness and true holiness. And nothing can more fully 
shew their low and ignorant state than the prevailing and 
almost instantaneous desire of these morally lame, blind, 
and deaf of the flock becoming missionaries, to be sent out 
and supported by societies. How is the fine gold become 
dim .' How are the lights of the world obscured and 
fallen ! How has the once noble vine brought forth wild 
grapes .' How has the salt of the earth become savourless 
and fit for nothing but to remain in its castK)ut trodden- 
down state I 

This spot is not the spot of His children ! it is that of the 
corrupters of His Word. The call of Christ is to those 
who have ears to hear, as well " the last" as the first, who 
left all to follow Him, " Take no thought, saying what 
shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or wherewithal shall 
we be clothed (for after all these things do the Gentile» 
seek) ; but seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all other things shall be added unto you." 

In loving the dry bones of the house of Israel (a love 
altogether repugnant to the carnal mind), we know that 
" we are passed from death unto life ;" we know that we 
have " the mind of the Spirit,'" whicli shall hreatJte upon 
and make them live unto the honour and glory of God ; 
and we know that we have the mind which was in Christ 
Jesus, " who is afflicted in alt the afflictions of His bre- 
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ihren," whether as the Angel of the Covenant, or lh( 
of David's House and lineage. We must love thi 
Jonathan did David, knowing that we only have the tern* 
porary occupancy nf those visible privileges which aff 
their hirthright inheritance. Knowing that we " now rei| 
as kings without tlieni ;" l)ut that they shall reigi 
Kingdom, when onr kingdoms are no more. 

Knowing that it was the will of God that David 
should reign instead of him and his, " Jonathan stripped 
himself of his robe and his garments, even to his sword^' 
and to his bow, and to his girdle, and gave them to Da. 
vid;" for he loved the man whom the Lord delighted! 
to honour. When Saul, full of envy and malice, ihink-J 
ing to defeat the pur)xi3e of God, and establish his o' 
dynasty, sought the destruction of David, Jonathi 
faithful in watching over the life of the Lord's anoiul 
His appeal was to the Lord (1 Sam- xx, 12,); and 
entering into a covenant of amity with David, he 
eludes: " Thou shall not cut off thy kindness from 
house for ever; no, not when the Lord hath cutoff the 
enemies of David, every one from the face of the earth." 
Such was the fervour and purity of this holy desire for 
the glory of God in tlie generous breast of Jonathi 
that he subjected himself to the fury of his father') 
vious rage against his unoffending benefactor, Saul 
anger was kindled against Jonathan, and after upbraiding 
him with perverseness and rebellion, lie proceitis thus: 
" As long as the sou of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou 
shalt not be established in thy kingdom, wherefore send 
and fetch him unto me, for he is a son of death to us." 
Saul stood perfectly justified in his own mind on the groui 
of political exjjediency, anil the prei,ereation of cristii 
attabliithmenta, fur guai-ding ugainnt that new Lii 
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which he foresaw would supercede his own ; but Jonathan 
reasoning on moral principle, " answered Saul liis father, 
saying: Wherefore shall he be slain? — What evil hath 
he done? and Saul cast a javelin at him to slaj him." 
Then it was that in fierce anger he arose from the banquet 
to fast, on account of his father's evil-mindedness, and 
" because he was grieved for David, and that his father 
had done him shame." 

Jonathan knew that he and his were to be benefited by 
that new order of things, which was according to the will of 
God. Saul gained nothing by his envy, and self-interested 
desire to prolong an evil administration. Jonathan gained 
much in being submissive to the will of God. In every 
respect he was a gainer. His affection for David did not, in 
the end, break the lovely and pleasant bond of filial love, 
Saul and Jonathan had been united in their lives in all but 
this one thing, and in death they were not divided. 

The Gentile dispensation is that of which Saul is a 
striking type ; the kingdom of Israel is equally set forth 
in the condition of David at that time. The people, out 
»t the Gentiles, whom the Father liath electetl for the 
honour of his Truth into conformity to the image of His 
Son, are in the condition of Jonathan. They know that 
they are not to engross the promises which belong to the 
heirs, but to be received into a participation of them at a 
future time, as Jonathan in faith was. Like him they 
have self-interest and opposition in every respect, as well as 
all the sinister passions and feelings to thwart their giving 
i» to the will of God concerning Israel's rise and resto- 
ration ; but they know that in blessing Israel they are to 
be blessed; in watering them their souls are to be re- 
freshed ; in honouring God by believing in His plighted 
troth, they are to be honoured by Him. They will apeak 
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good of Israel to tlieir adversaries; like JonatliBn, 
" spake good of David to Saul," saying; " Let not 
king sin against his servant, against David, becaust 
hatb not sinned against thee, and because his work: 
theeward, have been very good ; for lie did put his lift- 
in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the Loild wrought 
a great salvation, and thou sawest and didst rejoice, where- 
fore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood to slay 
David without cause-'" 

No apology is admitted for want of love on account i 
the degraded state of the morally lame, blind, and diseaa 
of this stricken and smitteu flock, who may have « 
under our observation. Our sensibiHties are to turn fi 
effect in them to the cause, in that oppressive system G 
which we derive our good things. They are to revert to ■ 
that which has shut out from the Hebrew youth all the 
means of moral and mental cultivation, and driveo tbaa 
to the low and crooked channels of traific for a wretched J 
and depraved subsistence. 

A long period of estrangement from the means of iia 
provement and from the hope of being useful (for want of 
the opportunity of exercising those latent talents of which 
the conscious possession only gives a keener edge to sufier- 
ing), necessarily degrades and debases the nature as well ■■ 
the mind. 

Where there is no scope for the exercise of the noUcr 
powers and finer feelings of man, integrity and self-respecl^ 
its conscious companion, never existed or become extinct 
Enthusiasm, the nurse of generous purposes, high r 
and noble enterprise, is out of mind, and " high above 
of their sight," as a gulpli unapproachable and utie 
separated ^m their own low apprehension and sordid e 
periencc. 
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To such a brurified state had the ignominious bondage 
of Egypt brought the Lonn's covenant jieople. So debased 
were they in mind, that they wei^ sunk below the sense of 
that ignominious condition und-er which they groaned ; 
they felt only the galling of the yoke on their body, as the 
cJiained animal feels and howls under the irritation of the 
ccdlar which binds him. Joseph had been a sa^-iour to the 
Egyptians, but what is benefaction as a claim on gratitude 
when put in the balance with political expediency and 
Belf-interest. The people had become too numerous, there- 
fore the severest labour was en|<iincd a? a means of check- 
ing their growth ; but the more they were oppressed the 
more they multiplied. Another measure, if possible more 
cruel, was resorted to, that of consigning all their male infants 
to the river. But Pharoah doubtless felt a more than suffi- 
cient counterpoise to this cruelty in the hope that their 
souls were received into the glory of the worshippers of the 
Nile. Religion, in Pagan and Antiehristian times, has been 
constantly assumed as a cloak and mask for unrighteous 
deeds. But the retribution of unjust actions is ever in 
tone with their enormity, for from the river Nile did 
Pharoah's daughter receive witli superstitious veneration 
this child of a hated and oppressed people, who was in due 
time to deliver them from the Egyptian tyranny, and bring 
through their rejection of the Truth of God, and their de- 
sire to withhold His people from going forth to serve their 
King, swift destruction upon the godless host of Pharoah. 
Moses, learned in all the science of the Egyptians, invested 
with influence, and surrounded liy ease and affluence, felt, 
in looking upon the burdens of his people, the glow of 
kindred at his labouring heart — wrung with a sense of their 
wrongs. But acting on the generous impulse of a patriot's 
devotion was not that which should deliver Israel. He 
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saw and resented tlie inju&tice by hia own han 
requited love drove him into a forty years estrangement 
from those who were not then prepared to recognise the 
need of deUverance, nor in him their deliverer. Aftet 
forty years the Word burned in a thom bush on Mi 
Horeb — a lively emblem «f the Holy One in the midst 
transgressors, preserved only for the honour of that Name 
which was pledged for their redemption. Then it was 
that Moses received his commission, and with it another 
spirit than that which slew the Egyptian and^ed from the 
vengeance of Pharoah and the ingratitude of his people. 
Then it was that Moses became more meek, more self-anni- 
hitated than any man. Abraham had, in humility of soul, 
compared himself to dust and ashes; David had in 
humility hkcned himself to the moth, but Moses oui 
them all, he appealed to the searcher of heart: 
emptied of ambition, covetousness, pride, self-interest and, 
being in himself " nothing" — nothing therefore intei 
God spake to Moses face to face, not as to othi 
dream (when pride and ambition are asleep as things wl 
may have no place with a revelation of the mind of God,) 
but apparently — in His own essence of righteousness wid 
holiness — as a man with his friend, for the man Moses 
in the image of God — in unison and idcatilied with tlie 
suming fire which regenerated him. Then it was that 
children of Israel sent up a deeper-toned cry and 
for deliverance, for now recollecting the noble but ill* 
requited deeds of their banished brother, they had beea 
quickened into something of moral feeling. *' And the 
LoBo remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and had respect unto ihem." Then also it was that 
the Lord said by his sen,ant Moses, " let my people 
that iJiey may serve. Me." 
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Let US who have seeo the close of the Gentile term of 
probation, not only by tlie re-engrafting of sottw of the 
natural branches to tfieir own national and Theocratic 
privileges, but by the atheism of the Roman empire, (wliich 
was to stand by faith, and fall for want of it as Jerusalem 
did, when the time to favour ZEon and build the walls of 
Jerusalem is come,) herein see that God, looking upon 
Hia people in their most abject state of depression, finds 
sufficient reason for redeeming them out of it and into a 
condition of serving him, by " remembering his covenant" 
with their fathers — a covenant equally binding and effica- 
cious at all times, inasmuch as their unbelief cannot render 
without effect His pledged Word in their behalf. 

The series of judgments, and the final and decisive one 
on the different degrees of PharoaVs guilt, whether in 
regard to Israel or the Lord, after His message by His 
servant was rejected, all this is exceedingly instructive to 
the nations among whom tliis so/rae people sojourn, who at 
their enlargement shall in like manner be judged and 
visited according to their kindtiess or unkindnesa, their 
subjection to God's will, or their rebellion against it. It 
will be remembered that the Lord's people were in a 
sunken and fleshly state, while the magicians of Egypt 
were comparatively not only enlightened by the wisdom 
and science of Egypt, but moreover with such supernatu- 
ral manifestations of spirituality as ripened Egypt for 
judgment in confounding all sense of good and evil in 
Pharoah's mind, "putting their darkness for light,'" and the 
light of his obedient and called seryant for darkness, " call- 
ing evil good and good evil." The objects of the Lord's 
favour may be in a very low estate, with little more than 
animal life in them, and yet He blesses the effort to call 
them into a condition to serve the Lokd. It is no matter as 
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to the success, the Lord tras gloriiied in calling Israel a 
of Egypt, aDd in the judgment of Fharoah, and the d 
ceived and deceiving gods to whose counsel he listened, i 
whose deiTces he belie\-ed. The question was not whetfa 
all that went out would enter into His Rest, being f 
and true in acting up to their privileges, or whether ll*e 
carcases would with one or two exceptions fall by the way, 
God was glorified m the appeal which that one act of faith 
€ to His Tntlh. The Lord's people were not set free 
from the hearing and seeing of the idolatrous customs of 
Egypt, from which they were to be purged in the wilder- 
ness under a High authority and law of Life — hence judging 
from the higher mental as well as spiritual manifestations 
of tliese sorcerers, it is easy to see how they could persuade 
Pharoah that it was " awork of the fesK" which Moses had 
devised for some purpose of ambition or aggrandisement, 
and therefore ought to be opposed and put down. When 
we consider the height of wisdom and science at which the 
learned of Egypt had arrived, we caunot be surprised that 
such should be the estimate which the wise counsellart 
of Pharoah had formed of tliis request for a people, too 
degraded to be considered in any other light than hewers 
of wood and drawers of water — and builders of such stu- 
pendous fabrics as should at once keep them at h«rd 
labour and perpetuate and render illustrious the dynasty 
of the Phsroahs. Knowing all this, and much more, what 
wonder that Paul testified of the parallel of this hiiMoy 
in these perilous limes, when men should reprobate " o^ 
tural a^ction^ as a fleshly thing, while they aliould be 
actuated by what is expedient, which is in scriptural lan- 
guage " truce hrenkers," " false accusers," licencioiH^ 
fierce, dispisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
high-minded lovers of pleasures more than lovers uf Gtid, 
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having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof ; 
for as Jannes and Jambres (the magicians of Pharoah) 
withstood Moses, so do these also resist the Truth, men of 
vitiated minds, of no judgment concerning the faith ; but 
they shall proceed no farther, for their folly shall be mani- 
fest unto all as their's also was." 

It matters not whether men, acting on an evil and seduc- 
ing principle, are called magicians or Christians, they resist 
the Truth which judges and condemns error alike in every 
period. The apoetle continues, " But evil men and se- 
ducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. But continue thou in all things which thou hast 
learned and been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast 
learneil, and that from a child thou hast known the Holy 
ScBiPTUKES, which are able to make thee wise unto salva- 
tion through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, forreproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness, that the man of God may be perfected — thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works. I charge thee, therefore, 
before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at His appearing and His king- 
dom, testify the Word, be instant in season, out of season 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doc- 
trine, for the time will come (now is) when they will not 
etidiu'e sound doctrine ; but after their own desires shall 
they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears, and 
they shall turn away their ears from the Truth and be 
turned unto notions." The Lono's people have nothing 
to do with any will or power but that of their lawful 
authority, therefore they are addressed in these words. 
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NEW HEAVEN AND MEW EARTH ' 

" DWET,I.KTK RIGHTEOUSNESS.'^ 



We are not so without understancKng as to suppose 
term neu> heart meftus other than a change of pnnci| 
and affection, wrought by the enlightening and purifvM 
light of the Word and Spirit of God. In like manner 
New Heaven and New Earth wherein dwelleth righti 
ness, is no new material, but that renovated state of thii 
which shall be produced by the regenerating power of 
Wo]d in judgment. The earth became identified 
Adam''s trangression, and also with the corruption 
violence with which it was filled in the days of Nuah. 
tis consider what God said when he was about to destroy 
sinners and their works by a flood. " The eml of all flesh 
is before Me, for the eari/t is filled with violence througk, 
ihem, therefore will I de.gtmy them with the eaTth." Tl 
Apostle Peter finds fault with the language of scoffers, 
say all things continue as they were from the beginningi' 
and therefore (ircsunie that all things shall continue fljt Mcjr 
are. They ought not to be ignorant that the Word which 
caused the waters (in the midst of which the globe 
suspended) to overflow it, is also pledged for the 
judgment which shall consume transgressora and 
works. " The heavens and the earth which are tutw (ift 
contradistinction from the heavens and earth which were 
of old), hy the same Word are kept in store rcser\'e«J uoto 
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodlr 
men.^ The same jnaferial is in both cases left after the 
first baptism by water, and the si-cond baptism Ijy 
Nevertheless, we, according to His Word, look for a 
heaven and a new earth wherein dwellelh Highteousni-MU/: 
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The apostle continues to intimate that the untaitgtit and 
unstable in the Word wrest certain passages of Paul's 
writings into a sense foreign from the testimony of the 
Word ; but as the Scriptures cannot be broken, these dis- 
severed fractions of truth are only wrested to Be//'-destnic- 
tion. Wherefore beloved, seeing ye know, beware lest ye 
also being led astray by the error of the wicked fall from 
your own Btedfastness," 

God puts forth no act of arbitrary power in creating a 
new material (having rested from all his works of creation 
on the seventh day), even so he manifests no arbitrary 
power in the condemnation of sinners ; " this is the con- 
demnation that Light hath t»nie into the world and men 
love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are 
evil." Thus did the righteousness which Noah preached 
condemn the generation who ceased not from their corrup- 
tion and violence, and " Noah was taken in exchange for 
the world," The light of Noah's life (for he walked with 
God) exposed, reproved, and condemned those who treated 
with derision and reproach the ireiage of God in him. 

In the case of Lot, we are informed, that two causes co- 
operated in plucking liim as a brand from the burning. 
•' God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the over- 
throw when ho overthrew the cities in which Lot dwelt.' 
The Apostle Peter selects these instances, together with 
that of the judgment of the angels, who kept «o^ their first 
estate, as salutary beacon-lights amid these perilous times 
to which he in the spirit of prophesy alludes, and in which 
the lot of this generation is cast. 

Peter was " the apostle to the drctancimon''' even as 
Paul was to the Gentiles. To his care the good shepherd 
confidetl the feeding with wholesome doctrine of His "sheep" 
aad His " lambs." Them, therefore, present and future. 
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who diould ^^ 



he pritnarily forewarns against false teachers who ^uld 
leave the sound faith once deliveretl to the apostles, and 
bring in condemnatory heresies, among others denying the 
LoKD that bought them ; for if God spared not the angels 
that sinned (be it known that angels could only commit 
spiritual sin in transgression of God's law, which bound 
tbem to him in a relation of dependance and subjection), 
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chfuna 
of darkness to be reserved unto judgment, and spared not 
the old world, but saved Noah, a preacher of righteous* 
ness, brining in the flood upon the world of the ungodly* 
and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashea, 
condemned them by an mjerfhroiv, making tbem an en- 
aample unto those that should hereafter live ungodljf, 
and deUvered just Lot grieved with the filthy conver- 
Eation of the wicked, &c. " The Lokd knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve tbt 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished." 

Our Lord also selects the two examples aflbrded by tbt 
circumEtances attending the deluge of the old world, and 
the overthrow of the cities of the plain, to serve aa a pr». 
mfinition to those who shall live in the time immediately 
preceding His second coming to judge this world by Hii 
righteousncKS, the people by his Truth. There are two 
events, the hasty departure of Lot out of the place to bt 
destroyed. " The same day that Lot went out of Sodom, 
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven ;" and " the en« 
tering of Noah into ihe place of safety," when the deluge 
descended, and arose in dcaolating and overwhehnmg speed 
to the work of destruction. The children of the Kingdom, 
tu whom the first is an en sample, are called like Lot lo 
" cotite out^ that they partake not of her sins, aad p^ 
ceive not of her plagues." The second call to Ihcin (having 
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e out), is like that to Noali. " Come, my propk, enter 
thou into thy chamber, and shut thy doors about thee ; 
hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indig- 
nation be overpast ; for, beliold, tlie Lobd cometh out of 
His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iraquity ; the earth also shall disclose her blood, and no 
more cover her slain." This call is the conclusion of a 
song to be " sung in the land of Judah."" " We have a 
strMig city ; salvation will God appoint for waJls and 
bulwarks. Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation, 
which keepeth the Truth, may enter in. Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is fixed on thee, because 
he trustcth in thee. Trust ye in the Loed for ever; for 
in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting power. He bringeth 
down those who dwell on high. The lofty city he over-- 
throweth it; he layeth it low as the ground, he subverteth 
it to the dust, the foot shall tread it down, the feet of the 
poor, and the steps of the needy _" The prophet proceeds 
to say : " We have waited for thy judgments ;" for " when 
thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness. Let grace be shown to the 
wicked, yet lie will not learn righteousness," still he will 
deal unjustly — still he will refuse to behold the majesty of 
the Lord's lifted Hand. " Tliey will not see, but tliey 
shall see and be ashamed for their envy at the people ; yea, 
the fire of thine enemies shall devour them."' Thia re- 
action of envy and unrighteousness is to become the means 
of destroying the wicked. " EifU shall slay the wicked." 

When the wicked are gathered in bundles to the judg- 
ment of God's righteous Word (which shall leave them 
neither root nor branch), " then shall the righteous shine 
forth as the Son in the kingdom of their Father." " He 
that hath an ear let kim hear." The condemnation of the 
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ciuldren of disobedience shall be in resisting Truih, 
Jannes and Jambrea resisted Moses the servant of God. 
'■ Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, who have 
wrought His judgment : seek righteousness, seek meek- 
ness, it may be that ye shall be hid in the day of the Loan's 
anger." (If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall 
the ungodly and transgressor appear.) Again : " Hearken 
unto me ye that follow after righteousness — ye that seek the 
LoKD look to quarry from whence ye were hewn. LoaJt. 
to Abraham your father, and to Sarah who bare you ; 
I called him alone and blessed him." They are told 
consider the existing framework and constitution of 
evil world, as that which shall vanish in smoke ; ' 
they that dwell therein in like manner ;" but " my aalv 
shall be for ever. My righteousness shall not be 
lished." " Hearken unto me ye that know righteousni 
the people in whose heart is my Law ; fear ye not the 
reproach of men ; neither be afraid of their reviliogs. Mj 
righteousness shall be for ever ; my salvation from gea^ 
ration to generation." 

The new creation which shall supersede this corrupt 
deranged state of things shall not come by a process 
natural causes alone, although these shall accompany the 
active operation of principle in God''s witnesses, which sliall 
bring about this new constitution and ascendancy. '* I 
have put My Words in thy mouth, and I have coverrd 
thee in the shadow of mine Hand, that I may plant the 
heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say uat 
Zion, thou art my people." 
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iiate A; page !35.— Mb. Sadler's Bill. 

E object of the bill is to abolish n system of infant slavery, 
destructive of the health, the morals, the comforts of the children of 
the poor, anil to interpose the protecting power of the law between 
an oppressive cupidity and its helpless victims. The object of the 
bill is conseijuently not more eonststent with the dictates of benevo- 
lence than the duties of sound policy ; for whatever deteriorates any 
portion of the people, physically and morally, is so far an injury to 
the state, a national nuisance, and ought to be abated, 

Address hy Mr. Whitehead, o/Holmfrilh, delivered at a Pub- 
lie Meeting at Halifa^j^, on the &th instant. — " I am a clothier, 
and live in the midst of a large manufacturing district. I have 
been in factories hundreds of times within the last sixteen or seven- 
teen years, and I have never remained there more than three or four 
hours without hearing some of the little ones cry as if their hearts 
would break. I have seen, severe punishments inflicted; but the great 
curse of the system is excessive toil. Let children once enter the 
mill, and neither their tender years, delicate limbs, nor good beha- 
viour can protect them against extreme labour. The general rule 
with adults and mechanics is to work twelve hours, deducting two for 
meals; but these children have no power to limit their time, so that 
there is no security for their health and comfort without a legislative 
enactment. I have been in woollen mills in the winter season, 
when all were at labour hours aller the peasant had returned from 
work, to enjoy the comforts of liis fireside ; hut here the children 
were confined amidst the smoke, stench, and unwholesome lights of 
the factor}', and compelled to be as active with their little hands as 
if it has been noon ,- sad often have I seen the gas that has escaped 
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mingled with dust from tlie wool ia the machinery, so corrupt 
atmosphere, as to reader it impossible for any human being to bi 
it with impmii^. 

" The children are frequently reduced to such insensibility as 
to know when they have finished their cardings, but their hands 
feet have continued to perform the evolutions uf their work. M 
times in the evening, as I have passed on Jrom child to child, h 
woollen mill, each has turned up its little face, and anxiously 
quired, ' What's o'clock ?' I have answered ' Seven.' ' Seven^ 
was the rejoinder, ' why, then it's three hours to ten, is it not ? We 
maun't gi' up till ten, and past.' This, delivered in a melancholy 
tone, has made me thus reflect as T have returned home. ' I know 
you must remain at work till past ten ; I also know that you an 
called out of bed at five in the morning; and although it may be 
eleven at night when you reach home, you must again leave your 
beds at five, and this, too, every morning in the year, Sundays ex- 
cepted. Many of you will have to grope about in the dark for the 
greasy rags which scarcely cover you. \o matter ; you must faee 
all weathers ; though the roads be choabed with snow, and the froit 
to make the strongest shiver. Let the winds roar, or the rain fall, 
still there must be no delay. At five, everj- morning, you mail< 
leave your humble homes, and, lamentable to reflect, • Ye 
gi' up till ten, and pa-^t !' 

"Is it right that children should be treated thus; that such slai 
should exist in England? Is it right, that while the means ofedo- 
cation are multiplying Ihrongfiaut the land, these hard-worked Jnfaolt 
should be debarred from them, and deprived of the opportunity of 
acquiring that knowledge which maketh wise unto salvation, lail 
this, too, in a country profeSijing a religion which sheds, with peeo- 
Inr benignity, its blessings on the young, and whose Divine Fona- 
der has said, ' li^uffer little children to conic unto me, and forbiil tbeffl 
not' May the legislature be alive to the appeal which will be made 
to it this night, in behalf of the sacred interests of 
and humanity. " 
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of religion, justiMb^^H 



Nole B.—page 142. 

" The lete reported insurrrection in Jamaica appears to have been 
fabricated by the planters, in order to distract the public attention, 
and to weaken the few sparks of pari iamentary interest which may 
be felt in the cause of humanity. The facts are said to be simply 
these : Tbe poor oppressed slaves, tenacious of their scanty privi- 
leges, have been accustomed, time immemorial, to have Ikree days 
recreation at Christmas, of oneof tvhioh their taskmasters were 
determined to rob them, in consequence of Christmas-day, in ISSli 
falling out on the first day (Sunday), and expected them to re-enter 
on tlieir daily toil on the third, instead of the fourth day. The 
poor sufferers, however, ran away, to what is called " The Bush," 
their place of shelter The military was immediately sent in pur- 
suit of them, and, by their summary means of destruction, killed tico 
ihousand nf our table breihten! One whil« man only fell a 
victim to this disgraceful exhibition of wanton cruelty in professing 
Christians." 

Oh sad, that tbe cause of Justice, meroy, truth, and humanity 
has so few to advocate it in what is ualled the religious world, whose 
attention and energy is engrossed by, and exhales in, zeal for the 
defence o^parli/ opinion. Oh how dishonouring to Christ, that 
disinUrested benevolence beyond the limit which party exclusive- 
ness prescribes, should be left to the merely kind and humane feel- 
ings of unregenerale human nature. What are we to expect from 
the followers ofChrist? Whatever is noble, and disinterested, and 
virtuous. They are not as Jesuits to permit expediency to dictate, 
or to suffer the fear of offending the prejudice of this or the other 
party to paralize their faculties, and shut their mouth when God not 
only requires of them to plead in behalf of those who have no 
helper, but even gives them arguments which none arc able to 
gainsay nor resist. Those "who are not permitted to vindicate 
their own rights," are a portion of thn dumb in whose behalf — and 
as. having a name to live, lliey ought to plead. 
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The influenc* of woman i>; confessedly great, either in actuating 
to what is evil or good. The adversary of Righteousnfss bas 
often fouDd them ready tools for the deterioration of man and 
societ}- at large, and shall not the Lord find also a free-n-ill offer- 
ing in His service, and in the service of humanity, of that infli 
in those whose understandings and affections have been huoianized 
and exalted by some knowledge of His character, and coDmunios_ 
with His revealed mind? 

It is against the order and appointment of Divine Wisdom 
women should lifl up, and cause their voice lo be heard i 
streets ; — they are called to sliei! around the benignant influent 
which a draning up into the Sun of Righteousness produces 
silent beneficence, which, like the dew, is acknowledged 
blessed effects. 

Profession, without actual fidelity in the service of God, is »' 
drawing near Him with the lips, in the absence of that chief 
thing which He desires, the affection of the heart. 

In admitting your claim to the term evangelical, you assume « 
high rank of responsibility. In assembling in each other') 
with the design of enquiring reverently at His Living Oracles 
know His revealed mind, you incur a tremendous condemnation If 
you do not act on the knowledge which you thus seek la gain. 
Let the spirit of devotion to the will of God, of which thi* readi- 
ould be the proof, not evaporate iu " ever leamiof; 
■ being able to come to the knowledge of the Truth." 
but out of an honest and upright desire produce the fruiti ^ 
Righteousness. 

Among these use all the influence which your long tried fidetil} 
in all the relations of life has earned for you, in ttiming yoor 
fathers, husbands, brothers, and sons from the blinding and pervert- 
1 of Mantnion, by pointing out to them the despieaUe 
abominations which are gilded by the deceptive illusions of polttical 
and self-interest. 

Bring the detestable legalizing of Asiatic idolatry (because oTits 
shameful gains) hclbre them, and bid them look at tlie curve wboic 
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tanker has corroded the vitals of our constitution. Bid them look 
back to theproud vaunt of our ocean security against invasion, and 
say ivhether it has not, as if in mockery of our vain-glorious boast, 
tonve) ed from our Asiatic territory that iuTader, who now stalks with 
mortal Might throughout the length and breadth of our island, alike 
confounding ail science and all argument. Bid them also look at ihal, 
for which they have Ihuslongshuttheirear against theory of the hun- 
dreds of thousands of our sable brethren, and declare whether these 
blood-stained millions have not beea " the accursed thing" which 
is now crumbling into rottenness our institutions, intoxicating and 
convulsing every department of society. Bid them rccal to mind 
their " honest engagement," or " perjury" in taking that oath 
which introduced them to their places of influence in their nation's 
council, and remember that the written Word of Ood, by which 
tliey shall either be condemned or acquitted, shall not return void, 
but be glorified in the " pulling down" of whatever is contrary to 
righteousness— in " rooting up" whatever is not founded on His 
authority — and in reducing into its o\t'n standard, and resolving 
into its own elements, whatever is done in opposition to that, whose 
auihofily, let it be again noted, they either upriglUli/ or dis- 
konestly recognize. 

To retrieve a sinner from the error of his way will he an ever- 
lasting cause of joy to you ; while, instead of a curse blighting, in- 
fatuating, and maddening their counsels, a blessing will hallow 
their equitable and righteous administrations. 

The same laws that protect you and those dear to yon, may he 
doing so at the expense of justice and mercy tii others. 

This being a great grace and privilege, involving a high degree 
of responsibility on your part as a rational and accountable agent, 
you are to exert the faculties which your situation cultivates and 
calls forth in behalf of those whom rapacity has placed without the 
pale of justice. 

You must not, because you ore not a religious professor, pass by 

on the oilier side in the hope that the Priest and the Pharisee will 

^^^Jftke it up; you may, by giving a practical demonstration of your 



humanitf, lite die good Sanwitao, be broDght to judge and con- 
demn the want of that indi^nsaUe grace of tbe regenerate in 
the proTeaaors of religion. 




SOCIETY ESTABLISHED FOR THE PREVEN- 

tTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 
Established 1824. 
office, a, panton-stkeet, baymarket. 

Resolvkd; — That Silver Medals be awarded by tiie Commit- 
tee to such eminent instances of humanity, or to such permanent 
and prarticable ameliorations in the treatment of animals as thpy 
may deem sufficient to justJIy the award, having due regard to the 
funds entrusted lo them by the public. 

That the Chairman present such medals at the annual yearly 
meeting. 

Communications may be addressed to Lewis Goiupertz, Esq., 
honourable Secretary, Oval, Kennington, and will be laid bdbre 
the Committee each month. 

LEWIS GOMPERTZ, 

March 5, 1832. Treasurer. 



LONDON FEMAI,E ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

The following gratuitomli/ aupffriuiended Aisoeiationg are in 
every respect tcorlAy of the support ofihe rqfiecling and up- 
right part of mankind. 

At a Committee of the London Female Anti-Slavery Society, 
held the 21st of 1 Ith month, I83L 

It was Resolved, to send to eaoli of the Ladies' Associations, 
flopy of the following statements, trusting that tiie claim will be 
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bjr (km IffeiliMyi and dtsraUe as a collateral oi 
that SB f p t rf far ■ fev ptwDils afrnmllT may be met 
wwike^g tkv ntecif w ik prnnaiy object of Anti-SIavi 



For some years pait Hannah KIQiam has assiduously directed 
ber attcBtioa to the importaac^e of Mlemptiii^ to Instruct the natives 
of Allies throogti the aKdiam of their own languages ; aod for this 
purpose sbe has successfully prepared vocabularies, and in some 
instances, elementary books, jn various dialects 
western coast, chieSy comprising those nations who are the victitM 
of the slare trade. 

Thb devoted Christian philanthropist is now in Sierra Leone, pay- 
ing her third visit to thai colonj*, havinv tell England in the aatumn 
of 1830. In this, as in her fbrnier vh'tls, her attention has been 
pecnliarly directed to prooioting education, and applying the les- 
sons she had prepared. Soon after her arrival at Sierra Leone, llw, 
way opened in a manner she had not previously anticipated, for berj 
settling down in one of the liberated African lillages, called Char- 
lotte, and taking charge of about twenty-two girls, chiefly such as 
had been rescued from slave ships, speaking one or two different lan- 
guages ; but upon the arrival at Free Town of another captured slave 
ship, which contained a number of children, she was induced to 
apply to the Governor for an addition, and eventually increased ber 
charge to upwards of seventy girls. The (iovemment provided a 
dwelling, and also the food and clothing of these children, and pay 
for a part of the superintendance : and by funds placed at Hannah 
Kilham's disposal by some benevolent friends, the other charges, 
including the salary of a matron, are at present defrayed. 

The enlarged establishment had existed six months when the t*>t 
acoounts were received ; the whole family had been brought inl* 
order; they were receiving instruction in their own language; and 
already exhibiting the effect of that care which it is so earnestly the 
wish of Hannah Kilhamto bestow. 

The present slatcnient is addressed to Ladies' As8ocialioa», **- 
citing them to give a small annual tinota each, for the term of th»«*. 
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years, if required; the first payment of which to be made on or before 
the 1st of the 4th month (April) next. 

An establishment on a plan likely to prove so peculiarly useful it 
is hoped will meet with the cordial support of the Ladies' Anti- 
Slavery Associations. 

Nothing can exceed the wretchedness of these poor children, 
who, torn from their parents and their home, often stowed down for 
weeks together in the holds of a Slave vessel, are brought into the 
colony in a state of indesori liable misery. An eye-witness observes 
that " no pen can describe, or language utter, the frightfully ema- 
ciated condition in which these poor creatures are landed in Sierra 

Signed on behalf of the Committee of the London Female Anti- 
Slavery Society, 

Elizabeth Dddlet, -j „ 
w r, t J^ecretanes. 

r Hachbl ftTACET, J 

Any contributions may be forwarded either to Elizabeth Dudley, 

Pekham; or Rachel Stacey, Tottenham. 



THE SAILORS' HOME; 

OR, 

BRUNSWICK MARITIME ESTABLISHMENT, 

. Now erecting by Voluntary Contributions, in VVelU-streel, London 

Docks, London. 

Donations received by the Treasurer, Captain George Gam- 

BIEB, R. N., 23, Wells-streel, London Docks; Messrs. Drum- 

UOND, Charing- C rosB ; and Messrs. Williams and Co., Birohin- 



LADIES' PHILO-JUD^AN ASSOCIATION. 
The Committee of the Ladies' Philo-Judfean Association beg 
* leave to inform their Subscribers and Friends that although Uie 
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Parent Society is about to relinquiiih its labours, it is the earnest 
wisb of the Ladies' Association not to relax their efibrts, su long as 
the liberality of ihcir friends shall enable them to persevere. Tlie 
experience they have gained by five years' intercourse with this dis- 
tressed, oppressed, and greatly sujfering people, produces increased 
desire to do them good, in the manner most suited to their state ss a 
nation ; " for if the Gentiles have been made partakers of iheir 
spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto liiem in carnal 
things," (Rom. XV. 27.) a duty of which it must be confessed Chns- 
tisns have been too long unmindful. 

It being found that any appeal made to the Jews on the subject 
of their faith, when visited for the relief of their temporal wants, 
induces them to think that the charity is bestowed as a means of 
proselyting them, their receiving it consequently exposes them to 
the displeasure of their own people, the forfeiture of the rites 
of sepulture, and all relief from the synagogue. For these reasons 
the Committee have resolved on making the alteration which willbe 
found in their first rule, believing they shall in this way best answer 
the end proposed, which is (o discharge a debt of ^titude by alle- 
viating the misery of the suffering and persecuted Hebrew female*. 
Their wants are urgent, their state altogether most pitiable. Freely 
we have received, freely let us give, tliat in>itead of a curse we may 
receiveablessing, not only from them, but from their Lord and King, 
who has promised, that ns He scattered Israel, so will He gatlwr 
them, and cause them to return, and they shall dwell in the cities, 
and tlie wastes shall be bmlded : and then, " thus saith the Lord, 
all they that devour tliee shall be devoured ; and all thine advcrw- 
ries, every one of them shall go into captivity ; and they tliat spoil 
thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for a 
prey." " 1 "ill punish all that opprew thee ;" bul on the contrary, 
" blessed is he that blesseth thee,' ' and " lliey shall prosper that love 
thee." 

The low state of the funds has not hitherto permitted lite eaaca lo 
be relierfd in any adequate proportion to tlieir need, «od ictny very 
(Ie:<titutc ones are L'oii7tant)y tejec-led- 



d 



( 179 ) 

The Committee therefore earnestly solicit^ not only a continu- 
ance, but an increase of support in this important work : and hope 
that a clear statement in, and due delivery of the Reports, will be 
considered sufficient by those, who may please to make the Associa- 
tion a channel for conveying their bounty to the afflicted and long- 
neglected brethren of their Lord, according to the flesh. 

Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully received by 
the Treasurer, Miss Neave, 16, Chapel-street, Grosvenor-place, 
Pimlico ; the Secretary, Miss Underdown, 203, Strand ; Messrs. 
Hatchard, Piccadilly; Mr. Nisbet, Berners-street ; and at the 
Record Office, Fleet-street. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 15, line 26^ for ^ read set 

Flige 34, tine 20, for illustrates tA« read this, 

n^ 48, line II, for inosmudi read insomudi. 

Page 92, line 33, for of tActr read thine. 

Faie 1679 line 32, for ton read son. 
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